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God is an Ocean of Grace
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

ALUTATIONS unto the feet of be-

loved Lords, Gurudevs Sawan
and Kirpal, Who have blessed us
with this opportunity of singing
Their glory.

Every day in the Satsang we hear
that all the seen and unseen creation
has been created by God Almighty
Himself. He Himself has created
this; He Himself is nourishing it and
protecting it. We can see the physi-
cal world, but we cannot see the as-
tral, causal and spiritual worlds with
our eyes. But this is a fact, that God
Almighty has created all these cre-
ations and He Himself is maintain-
ing them.

Dhanna Bhagat, whose bani is
even included in the Guru Granth
Sahib (once 1 did a Satsang on that
bani), has said there is an insect that
lives in the stone, where there is no
water, where there is no way to send
food, still over there God takes care
of that insect.

Guru Arjan Dev Ji Maharaj says,
“He Himself has created this creation
of 84 lakhs species. Why did He cre-
ate all this? What was the reason be-

This Satsang was given January 9,
1994, during the Westerner's pro-
gram in Bombay, India.
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hind creating all this?” He says, “We
can get the answers to all these ques-
tions only after meeting God Al-
mighty.”

Guru Nanak Dev Maharaj Ji says,
“In this world there is no equal to
God Almighty. He does not have
any brother, He does not have any
friend, He does not have anyone like
Him, to whom we can go and com-
plain. He does not have any form or
outline.” This is why Master Kirpal
Singh Ji always used to say, “God
is Almighty and He is capable of
doing everything and that is why
He likes humility.” That is why Mas-
ter Kirpal Singh Ji used to say that
you should become humble. God Al-
mighty is capable of doing every-
thing; He is the most powerful One
and He likes humility. Since He is
capable of doing everything, He is
Almighty, in front of whom can He
become humble?

Now we may ask that since God
Almighty is the Doer and since He
is the One who is capable of doing
everything, why do we suffer so
much in this world? Why do we
sometimes have the problem of un-
employment? Sometimes we are suf-
fering because of bad health; some-
times we have the fear of death;
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sometimes we have the fear of go-
ing to hell. So why do we have to
go through all these sufferings when
we know that God Almighty is the
One Who does everything and is
capable of doing everything?

Dear Ones, God Almighty does
not make anyone suffer; He does
not make someone an insect, nor
does He make someone a bird. He
does not give troubles to anyone,
because God Almighty does not do
anything Himself. He has appointed
a God to take care of everyone’s
deeds and that God does so accord-
ing to the deeds of the people. God
Almighty does not punish anyone,
He does not reward anyone. This is
the work of that Lord Who has been
appointed to keep the accounts and
to take care of all the souls. and that
Power does not forget anything and
He does not make any mistakes.

Whether we are happy or unhap-
py, whether we are comfortable or
uncomfortable, it is all because of
our own karmas. Whether we go to
the heavens or to the hells, we do
that only on account of our own kar-
mas. We make the karmas and we
ourselves suffer the consequences.

God is an Ocean of Grace. When
we do any good karma as a result of
which we get the human birth, God
Almighty also takes the human form
and He lives among us. He tells us
His secret, He tells us how we have
to pay off all the karmas and how
we can go back to our Real Home.
This has been going on ever since
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the creation was created: God Al-
mighty has always taken the human
form and has lived among us. If He
had not been doing all this. then we
would not have the stories of the
Masters and the disciples and the
Saints. Swami Ji Maharaj says. "He
Himself assumes the human form:
He Himself comes into this world
and tells us His own secret.”

Since God Almighty is beyond
color, form, outline, face. appear-
ance, we cannot get help directly
from Him, because we do not know
in front of Whom we have to offer
our prayers.

Saints have not come into this
world only at this time, and it is not
true that They did not come in the
past and They will not come in the
future. They have always been here.
Kabir Sahib says. “The sky is on
fire and this whole world is burn-
ing. If there were no Saints in this
world, this whole creation would
have been burnt.”

So when God Almighty wants to
reward us for our good karmas. first
of all He gives us the human body.
and after we get the human birth, if
He still wants to shower His grace
upon us, if He wants to reward us
for our good karmas, He brings us
in the company of the perfect Mas-
ter, and when that Master wants to
shower His grace upon us. He gives
us the Naam Initiation and He puts
us on the Path of devotion.

Guru Sahib says. “When it is in
our karma God Almighty makes us
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meet the Satguru and graciously the
Master allows us to be in His seva.”

Now those souls who are awak-
ened in respect to God and who sleep
in respect to the world, they do the
work for which God Almighty gave
them this birth. Day and night They
do the devotion of God.

God Almighty is unseen. He is
the indestructible One and He does
not have any form or outline. So
there is no way that we can contem-
plate upon His Form because we do
not know His Form. So that is why
God Almighty Himself sometimes
comes in the form of Guru Nanak,
sometimes He comes in the form of
the other Masters. He always comes
into this world in the form of the
perfect Saints.

The reason behind God Almighty
assuming the form of the Saints is
that we people contemplate on the
worldly things so much that we be-
come the form of the worldly mate-
rials, and our contemplation, our re-
membrance of the worldly things is
such that we cannot forget them. It
1s very difficult, [nearly] impossible
for us to forget the things of the
world. We go on creating the kar-
mas, we pay off fewer karmas than
we create, and this cycle never
comes to an end. This goes on and
on, birth after birth: we go on creat-
ing the karmas, we make more kar-
mas than we pay off, and there is no
way to break this cycle.

Master Kirpal Singh Ji said that
once, along with an American sat-
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sangi, Dr. Johnson, He was massag-
ing the feet of Baba Sawan Singh in
the night time and they asked Him,
“Master, tell us what do we see in-
side and what do we get from in-
side?”” Master Sawan Singh laughed
and said, “Look at my clothes, look
at my face. In the within also you
will see the Form of God exactly in
the same way. He will be wearing
the same clothes.”

So this is the reason why God
Almighty takes the form of the
Saints, because He wants us to re-
move our attention from the world-.
ly things and to put all our attention
on the Form of God.

A very brief hymn of Kabir Sa-
hib is presented to you and you
should pay attention to it, because
this 1s a hymn that is worth listening
to with much attention.

May someone develop the love
in this way —

Now Kabir Sahib lovingly tells us
that this thought always keeps con-
fusing the satsangis — they say that
they have been meditating for a long
time, but whenever they sit in the
meditation, their mind does not be-
come still. They cannot connect their
attention, they cannot focus, they
cannot concentrate. And for some
people it has been fifty or sixty
years, and even more, but still they
have not achieved anything in the
meditation. Master Sawan Singh
used to say that these complaints,
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these thoughts, only come in those
people who do not meditate. Those
who do the Bhajan and Simran know
what their shortcomings are, what
their failures are, and what they are
lacking in, and that is why they do
not complain about anything. Only
those people who do not do their
Bhajan and Simran have all these
kinds of thoughts, and they com-
plain, whereas those who really do
the Bhajan and Simran know why
their condition is like that.

So Kabir Sahib says that first of
all, to become successful on this Path
of devotion, what should the initiate
or disciple do? He says that when
the jiva comes to the Master he
should give up all the illusions and
doubts; he should give up all the
rites and rituals, and all the karmic
practices which he may be doing.
Whatever the Master tells him to do,
he should do that, understanding that
as the only rite and ritual. That is
the only thing he should do.

Mahatma Chattardas explains this
giving the example of an uneven log
of wood and a boat. You know that
a boat floats on the water very easi-
ly. It doesn’t sink in the water. and
whoever goes in the company of that
boat can easily cross over, whereas
an uneven log doesn’t sail or float
very smoothly, it goes up and down,
so those who go in the company of
that log cannot cross over safely:
they always have difficulties.

So Mahatma Chattardas says:
“The uneven log said to the boat,
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‘Dear Sister. I don’t understand. I
am wood and you are also wood.
But you are having a great time. you
float on the water very easily. very
safely: it seems like you are enjoy-
ing it. And those people who get on
you, who come in your company.
you take them across and they don’t
have any difficulty, whereas I my-
self am always going up and down
and no one likes to come and be
with me. If anyone comes to be with
me he also has the problem. So what
is the difference? Why is there so
much difference between you and
me even though we are both wood?’

“So the boat replied, ‘Dear Sis-
ter, you know that I was also like
you, but I met with a very skilled
carpenter who worked on me. I had
to go through a lot of suffering. He
cut me into pieces, he did a lot of
things with me, and finally he even
put very sharp nails in me — and
then I was made like this. So if you
have the yearning to be like me, if
you also want to float on the water
easily, if you also want to be useful
to people as I am. you should also
find a skilled carpenter. But you
should know that you will have to
go through a lot of hard times. He
will cut you into pieces, he will work
on you, and only then you
will become like this. But be sure
that you get into the hands of a com-
petent carpenter! If you will fall
into the hands of a bad carpenter
you will not even retain your old
form.” ”
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So in the same way we were also
useless, and if we get the competent
Master, One Who goes within, only
in His company and only with His
guidance can we also go within and
take our boat across and cross over
this ocean of life. But if we unfortu-
nately fall in the company of an in-
competent or a bad master, then we
will not even remain what we are
now. So that is why Mahatma
Chattardas very lovingly explains to
us that in order to make our lives
successful we need to go to a per-
fect, competent Master.

Before taking Initiation into the
Naam you should search thorough-
ly. Often I have said that before you
take anyone as your Master you
should first find out about his life.
You should read his history thor-
oughly. You should see whether he
has done any meditation in his life,
whether he has sacrificed anything
or not, whether he has spent ten or
twenty years of his life searching
for God and doing the meditation or
not.

Right from Kabir Sahib and Guru
Nanak, up to our own Masters, when
we read the histories of all the past
Masters, Those Who did the medi-
tation, we realize how hard They
worked and how much They suf-
fered, how They stayed up in the
night, suffered hunger and thirst, and
how hard They worked in the medi-
tation.

When one is convinced and gets
the Initiation from the Master, after
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that he should follow the Path which
the Master has shown to him, with
firm determination.

First of all we should have yearn-
ing; we should have true burning
desire and love for the Master. This
is not our love, it is the love that the
Master has given to us. We just have
to return that love to Him which He
has given to us.

If the Master had not given us
His love we would not have trav-
elled so far, giving up our families
and spending so much time and en-
ergy. We came here only because
He gave us the love. Here we are
giving Him the love which He Him-
self has given to us.

Often I have said that since my
childhood [ was the devotee of love,
and my Master was the Ocean of
Love. I did not ask for anything of
this world. I was not attached to any-
thing of this world; I didn’t get stuck
in the things of the world. 1 only
asked for love, and graciously He
gave me only love.

Whenever I go to the West or to
any country, I always tell the dear
ones that I don’t have any mission
of my own; this is the mission of
my Master. Whatever love I have
received sitting at the feet of my
beloved Master, 1 have come here
only to share that with you.

Master Kirpal used to say that if
we understand how much the Saint,
how much the Master loves us, we
will go on dancing in joy.

The souls who have true love for
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the Master in them, those who have
the true yearning within them, they
dance in front of the Master, just
like the peacock dances when he
sees the rain clouds forming in the
sky. When the peacock sees the
clouds he knows that it is going to
rain; he becomes happy and he danc-
es in joy. In the same way, the souls
who have the true love and yearning
for the Master also dance in front of
the Master.

In this very brief hymn Kabir Sa-
hib will lovingly explain to us, giv-
ing us various examples of what kind
of love we should develop for the
Master. Further in the hymn He will
tell us about the love which differ-
ent animals and creatures have for
different objects. He says that if we
also develop that kind of love then
we will not have to worry about any-
thing, because those dear ones who
have that much love for the Master,
their Bhajan and Simran is also in-
cluded in that love. After that, we
do not have to do anything, we don’t
have to spend anything to
love the Master. We just have to
give some place in our heart to the
Master.

Now we do not let the love of
the Master enter our heart because
we have filled our heart with the
worldly passions, the worldly attach-
ments and things like that.

Often I tell you the story of
Suthra Fakir who was a very devot-
ed disciple of several of the Mas-
ters. He had the good fortune and
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privilege of serving the Masters.
from the sixth Master, Guru Har Go-
bind, up through the tenth Master.
Guru Gobind Singh. He had a great
sense of humor and he was a poet
also.

Once he asked someone how
could one make a house strong. He
got the answer that if we have more
pillars in the house then the house
can become stronger. So he made a
house and he filled the whole house
with pillars until there was no room
for him to stay there. It started rain-
ing and he was standing outside the
house in the cold. A passerby asked
him, “Why are you standing out-
side? It is very cold and you might
catch cold. Why don’t you go inside
your house?” He said that if there
was any more room inside the house
he would have put one more pillar
there to make it stronger.

Our condition is also like that of
Suthra. When the Masters again and
again tell us in the Satsang. “De-
velop love for the Master.” “Make
some room in your heart for the love
of the Master.” “Instill the love of
the Master within your heart.,” we
say, “If we had any room in our
heart we would have filled that up
with more name and fame. or some
other desire of the world.”

Tulsi Sahib says. “Clean the
chamber of your heart for the Be-
loved to come and reside; give up
the contemplation and remembrance
of the other people so that He may
come and dwell within you.”
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So He says, “At least make that
place ready where you want the
love of the Master to come and re-
side.” But what is our condition?
We have made our within dirty with
the worldly pleasures and worldly
things. We allow lust to be there,
we allow anger, greed, attachment,
name and fame, and all the dirty
things of this world to remain there
and we do not clean our heart. You
know that not even a dog likes to sit
in a dirty place, before sitting he
first cleans that place. And we also
know that when any relative of ours
1s going to visit us we clean our
home. We take such good care of
our house because we don’t want
our relative or friend to criticize us.
That is why we do everything pos-
sible to make that place clean. But
when it comes to cleaning our heart
for our beloved Lord to come and
reside, we do not take even that
much care.

We are afraid of the worldly rel-
atives but we are not afraid of God
Almighty Who lives in Sach Khand,
Who is very pure and very holy. We
are not afraid of Him as much as we
are afraid of our worldly relatives.

We don’t understand the impor-
tance of cleaning our within for God
Almighty to come and reside. You
know that even our worldly relative
will not visit our home if we do not
love him, if we do not welcome him
lovingly. In the same way God Al-
mighty does not come to visit our
home if we do not love Him, if we
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do not welcome Him lovingly. In
order to welcome Him, in order to
have Him within us, we first need to
clean our heart, we have to love Him,
and we have to welcome Him like
that. If we are not loving Him, if we
have not made the place for Him,
He will find some other place to go
and reside.

The contemplation of the
Naam of the Master should
not be lost.

When He manifests, one
should not take away his
attention from Him even
for a moment.

Kabir says, “Which disciple be-
comes successful in this Path? That
disciple who does the Simran given
by the Master constantly; the disci-
ple who does not break his concen-
tration of the Master even for a sec-
ond becomes successful.”

Hazur Maharaj Ji used to give
the example of Moses when he be-
came proud of his devotion to God
Almighty. He thought he was the
dearest of all and his devotion to
God Almighty was superior because
he was remembering God Almighty
all the time. So he went to God Al-
mighty and said, “O Lord, is there
anyone who is more dear than me?
Is there anyone who is more devot-
ed than me?”

God Almighty said, “Yes, what
to talk about men, there are even
birds and animals.” Moses wanted
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more evidence. so he said, “How do
I know that?” God said, “Okay, you
go to that tree and talk to that bird
who is sitting there and then you
will know who remembers me the
most.”

Moses replied, “O Lord, I cannot
understand the language of the
birds.” So God Almighty graciously
told him, “Okay, for some time you
will have this skill, you will have
this knowledge, you will be able to
communicate with the birds.”

So Moses went there and said to
that bird, “Is there anything I can do
for you? Do you need any seva to
be done for you?” That bird replied,
“Yes, if you could please bring that
pond of water over there closer to
me, because whenever I have to fly
over there to drink water from that
pond I have to stop doing the Sim-
ran of God and that is unbearable.”

Hearing that, Moses realized that
the bird was an even better devotee
than he was, because that bird did
not want to forget the Simran of God
even for that short time when he
would open his beak to drink the
water.

Once Kabir Sahib’s mother told
Him, “You always go on doing the
devotion of God and you do not
work enough on the loom where you
do your weaving.” So Kabir Sahib
said, “Mother, what can I tell you
about the work and the remembrance
of Lord? You know that when I have
to put the thread into the needle. I
have to put that in my mouth to
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straighten it out and I have to stop
doing the Simran at that time and
even that is bothering me, [I ask
myself,] why do I have to do that?
Why should I forget the Simran even
for that short period of time?”

Guru Nanak Dev Ji Maharaj says,
“0O Lord, if I forget You even for a
moment. even for a second, I feel
that a gap of fifty years has been
created between You and me.”

Guru Arjan Dev Ji Maharaj even
described that period of separation
as Kali Yuga, or as one whole age.
In the Shastras it is written that
the age of Kali Yuga is thirty-two
lakhs and four thousand {3.204.000]
years. So Guru Arjan Dev Ji Maha-
raj says, “If I forget You even for a
moment it feels like one whole age
has passed.”

So Kabir Sahib says that your
tongue should not stop the Simran
even for a moment. and always
at your Eye Center the beautiful.
enchanting, attractive Form of the
Master should remain.

The turtle keeps her eggs on
the ‘high mountain; she
herself goes to the plains.

Day and night her attention
remains on the eggs: she
does not forget them even
Jor a moment.

Kabir Sahib gives the example of
the turtle. You know that the turtle
lays her eggs outside of the water in
a safe. dry place which is higher
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than the water level, but she herself
goes back into the water because
her food is there. Through her con-
templation, which is constant, she
hatches her eggs. Not even for a
moment does she forget or take away
the dhyan, or contemplation, of her
eggs, because if she were to do that,
if she were to take her concentra-
tion away for even a moment, the
eggs would not remain protected.

Regarding the dhyan or the con-
templation of the Master, Baba
Sawan Singh Ji used to say that
when we are sitting in Satsang look-
ing at the Master with all our atten-
tion, we should not be aware of any-
one else who may be sitting there,
and our attention should only be to-
wards the Master. If the Master hap-
pens to talk with someone, we
should not take our attention, or our
dhyan, towards that person to whom
the Master is talking because we are
intoxicated in the contemplation of
the Master and we should only be
looking at the Master, we should
only be contemplating the form of
the Master. If our contemplation or
the dhyan is like that, do you think
we would be looking here and there
in the Satsang? Sometimes we look
right, sometimes we look left. Do
you think if our attention or our
contemplation was strong we would
look here and there, or break off our
contemplation?

Master even used to say that af-
ter the Satsang we should not start
talking with other people, because
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if we will start talking right after
Satsang, our heart which has been
filled up with the grace and darshan
of the Master during the Satsang will
lose all that.

Since the rainbird longs for
the swanti drop (pure
rain), he does not come
close to the river.

The Lord, who is merciful to
the suffering ones, likes his
devotion and makes the
swanti drop reach him.

Now Kabir Sahib explains to us,
giving the example of the rainbird.
He says that when the rainbird be-
comes thirsty he writhes in pain,
he asks for that swanti drop of wa-
ter. The river does not come near
him and he does not care for that
water. Instead he goes on repeating,
“Beloved, beloved,” he goes on re-
membering the beloved. Looking at
his devotion and yearning God Al-
mighty orders the Lord of Rain to
shower the rain and through that rain
the swanti drop is given to the rain-
bird.

So if we also develop our love
and attention for the Master like
that rainbird, if we rise above our
body consciousness, after crossing
the stars, moon, and sun, we reach
the Radiant Form of the Master, then
not even for a moment will we for-
get our Master. Our attention will
always remain there with the Mas-
ter, and in that condition, whenever
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we want, our Master will appear
there in front of us. Suppose you
are in a closed room and outside
there is a very heavy storm and no
one can come close to you — even
in those kinds of conditions. if you
were to remember your Master and
if you have developed your love with
the Master as it has been described,
the Master will appear there and He
will quench your thirst there.

When the fragrance of the
lotus spreads, it is liked by
the honeybee.

Even when the evening comes,
he remains enclosed in it.
This is called the devotion.

Now Kabir Sahib gives the example
of the bee. He says that when the
lotus blooms. being attracted by the
fragrance of that flower, the bee goes
there and all during the day he just
remains there. And even in the night
when the flower closes he remains
there and he is enclosed in the flow-
er. Either he suffocates and dies
there or some animal eats that flow-
er with the bee inside it. So Kabir
Sahib says that your love for the
Master should also be like that.

The moonbird watches the
body of the moon and for-
gets her own body.

When the moonbird looks at
the moon constantly, only
then does she get the cool
nectar.
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Now Kabir Sahib says. “Look at the
moonbird. As long as the moon is
out the moonbird contemplates the
moon, so much so that neither her
body gets tired nor does she get
bored. She always goes on looking
at the moon.™

So Kabir Sahib says, “You earn
this kind of devotion. As long as the
body of the Master is in front of
you, contemplate on Him. and when
He goes away from you, in your
soul you should feel as if something
very precious has gone away from
you.”

Kabir Sahib says. “If one does
not become happy when one sees
the Master coming and if one does
not become unhappy when the Mas-
ter leaves, says Kabir. How can such
a disciple achieve anything in this
Path?”

If anyone does the devotion
like this, only then can he
be called as the devotee.

Kabir says, “Within the Form
of the Satguru, God Al-
mighty makes him have
His darshan.”

Kabir Sahib says. “All that I have
said here, all the different examples
that 1 have given to you, and the
way of doing the devotion that I have
described to you — if anyone were
to earn the devotion or do the devo-
tion like that, then from within the
Form of the Master. God Almighty
will bless him with His love and
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with His grace.”

Saints and Mahatmas do not write
Their banis from hearsay. Whatever
They write is all true, because the
Truth is present within all that They
say. Whatever They have experi-
enced in Their lives, whatever They
have gone through in Their lives,
They have written all those things
down for our benefit. So as Kabir
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Sahib has told us about His experi-
ences and about the way we should
do the devotion and love, we should
also develop the true love for the
Master. We should not just love the
Master in name only, or have a su-
perficial love. We should love Him
dearly, sincerely, and we should also
do the meditation of the Shabd Naam
to make our lives successful.



Out of the Madness of Love
Sant Kirpal Singh Ji

T HERE IS A RELIGION above all
religions, that is one for all; that
is Truth. It was given out by all Mas-
ters, whenever they came. We have
forgotten it, that is all.

I go everywhere. People of all re-
ligions invite me; they love me, and 1
love them. Perhaps their love is re-
ciprocal or my love is reciprocal, I
don’t know. But they do love me,
and I love them. When I go to them,
I see I am at home, because they also
stand for the very same Truth. But
while standing for this Truth, they
have gotten into formations — water-
tight compartments. Sometimes, in
the zealousness of being in that water-
tight compartment, they unfortunate-
ly establish divisions. But I take them
from the viewpoint of the religion that
is above all religions. The word “re-
ligion” purely means: re means
“back”; and ligio, “to bind”: “to bind
back our souls to God.” This religion
is above all other religions, which are
meant to lead us to this very high

This talk was given at 9 p. m., on
January 19, 1964, in Washington,
D.C., and was previously published
in SAT SANDESH under the title, “The
Ocean of Intoxication.” Reprinted
from SANT Bant, April 1981.
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religion. We are already one; but un-
fortunately we have forgotten this.
Masters see all of life only from its
level as a man, or as a soul, or as the
higher Truth. This duality has been
shaken off, by the grace of my Mas-
ter. I love all.

We are worshipers of Truth: we
are to bring out the very Truth that
has already been given. The pity is
that people have forgotten it. that 18
all. When I go to them. they claim
me as their own. And first, / claim
them as my own. That is how it is.

There is no dearth of outer forms
of religions, but all these outer forms
of religions are meant for that higher
religion, which is one. or Truth. We
should always have that ideal before
us. There can be no duality, no strife,
no concussion. The pity is that we do
take up the way — apparently we try
to follow that higher religion, but for
want of practical progress, we do not
have it at home in our hearts.

The present day is an age of the
practical life. People do not believe
unless there is something practical.
So we must have all our Truth in a
practical way, and it will appeal to
all. This Truth will prevail. Times
are changing. This is the only thing
that can appeal to everybody. This is
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the only ground on which all of us
can sit together.

So I wish each one of you to be
practical. Do not try to reform oth-
ers. Reform your own self. When you
are reformed, all the world will be
reformed. If anybody hates you, love
him. After a while he will come
around. If any man lowers himself, it
affects him the most. If anyone has
done anything wrong to you, and you
also stoop to harm him, you do more
harm to yourself first. This is what
my Master once wrote to me: “Many
kinds of people come to the Satsangs:
some come only to criticize; others
come out of devotion.” He said, “If a
bad man does not leave off his bad
habits, why should a good man leave
off his good habits?” It is not good if
a man thinks that way, that is, return-
ing in kind whatever he receives. If
you sense any evil, return it with love.
That is all you have to do. That will
give you peace first, and then others.
When you hate anybody, perhaps not
outwardly, but at heart, it reacts in
the heart of the other. So we should
have air-conditioned hearts, into
which no hate should penetrate. That
is all I can say.

Once, it so happened in the life of
Buddha, that some man came to him
and began calling him names very
angrily. He remained until it grew
dark, and when he was going to leave,
Lord Buddha told him, “Look here,
friend. Hear me first. I ask you one
question. If anybody brings a present
to give somebody, and he does not
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accept it, with whom does it remain?”
“Of course, with the one who has
brought it.” “So, dear friend, the
present that you have brought I do
not accept.”

That will change your life first;
that is the criterion. You might say,
“A tit for a tat is all right.” But it
should not be done that way, for if
anybody does it, he goes down. When
you return love, in the other way, that
is God’s grace on you, and God is
more pleased — the God in the Mas-
ter, too. It is a very simple thing. For
one slight shortcoming, we go on
spoiling our own life. I do not mean
to say that those who show hatred
are doing good: no, they are also not
doing good. They are harming their
own selves, first. Where fire burns,
the earth around it is heated first, then
the heat spreads further. You should
have pity on your own self, to save
your own self.

To find God is not difficult, 1 tell
you. To make a man is difficult. God
Himself is searching for a man. He
does not find a man. If, when two
beasts fight, they lock horns, what is
the difference between a man and an
animal? Man is the highest in all cre-
ation. He is God in man. Even if you
don’t take up the spiritual way and
you live up to these things, [ tell you
honestly, you will find peace. You
will have transvisions; you can por-
tend things. To be spiritual is not this,
but is a very good ground on which
spirituality can dawn. Spirituality is
just knowing oneself and being cog-
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nizant of God all the time.

I am telling you no new things.
These same old, old things are given
in our scriptures, but we don’t try to
follow or understand them. Even if
we have understood them, we don’t
put them into practice. If you begin
to love, you will find a change in
your own self, even after a few
months. The very same things that
appeared to be very bad in the past
will now appear to be good. A man
who has changed in this way speaks
in the heart, he speaks by radiation;
his eyes speak; because thoughts are
more potent than words. Silence
speaks more than words, because
thoughts are potent. Thoughts radi-
ate. They radiate only the kind of
quality which is within you: they are
charged by that quality. You will find
the atmosphere will be charged like
anything. There is no foe, mind that.
Our own mind is the foe. Even the
very atmosphere will begin to re-
sound. This is what Christ meant
when He said to shut yourself in a
closet. Shutting yourself in a closet
means that in your thought you will
be wholly and solely with Him. If
more than one sit together in that way,
how great a radiation there will be!
Satsangs are meant for that. Satsangs
are of the Master, not of individuals.
They help by radiation.

And more than love is devotion.
Devotion is more than love. Love
burns the lover, and devotion burns
the one he is devoted to. The other
takes all the burden. So, faith in the
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Master 1s a great blessing. It goes to
sprout forth spirituality from within
us. With it, man can work wonders.

Mind that, Master does not make
slaves of you. He makes friends of
you. He has respect for the God in
you. He treats all alike. high and low.
We are men, and God has made all
men equally, with the same privileg-
es. This is a very common-sense mat-
ter; and it requires no intellectual ef-
forts. Live up to it, and you will find
it to be true. The man who does it is
paid then and there, because it gives
him peace of heart. That is why Christ
said, “Love your enemies.”

Some people went to Christ and
asked, ““What should we do with our
enemies?” He said, “Your law says.
‘a tooth for a tooth and an eye for an
eye.” That formula was on account
of people’s hardheartedness. 1 give
you, ‘Love your enemies.”” That
was a higher religion, do you see?

This is why I said. “There is a
religion higher than all religions. and
that 1s Truth, that is Love. that is Life.
that is Light.” And those who follow
the Masters do not walk in darkness.
They walk in Light: not the light of
the son of man, but the Light shining
through him. We are worshipers of
that Light.

I wish, if T could go deep down
into your hearts, I could convince you
and give you an impetus to start that
way: the sooner. the better. When you
get strength you have simply to be-
come receptive. “Let you abide in
Him.” That is the only way. You
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abide in Him only when you remem-
ber Him. Whatever you remember out
of sweetness, reacts. That reaction
draws you to abide in Him, and you
receive that Godhead through recep-
tivity. That is why it is said, spiritu-
ality cannot be taught, but caught. The
more devotion and the more surren-
der we give, the more spiritual we
can become. Even the worst of men
can do this. The pity is that we do
not surrender and we are not devot-
ed. While saying we have love for
somebody, we are not devoted. We
have other devotions somewhere else.
What kind of devotion is that?

Our Master Sawan Singh used to
say of those who had talked evil of
Him: “I am very glad; in their zeal-
ousness, they remember me!” Once
He went to a village in which there
was much controversy. When He
went there, the people received Him
with stones; and when Satsang was
being given, they threw stones. He
turned to them and said, “I thank you.
You have given me a very good re-
ception. Thanks for the reception.”
Now, with these words, they were
changed.

So you love. In the beginning
some people do not have love for
want of right understanding. You
must be true to your own self and to
the God within you, that’s all. Have
love for all. Many problems will be
solved.

What s good, do at once; what is
evil, delay. Make it a point. Leave it
to some higher power. During this
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tour, I met with some people from
the Tyrol. Some Italians in the Ty-
rolean area had control over the peo-
ple there. They were revolting, and
they had bombs and other weapons. I
met the governor. We had a one-hour
talk. He said, “I do not know what to
do. I don’t follow what is to be done.”
[ told him, “Delay. Light will shine.”
And what happened? (We are now in
correspondence.) War did not break
out.

It can work wonders within our
own selves. What does it cost any
man? How much does it cost? Mind
that, I have love for all. Even if you
fight, I have love for both sides. I tell
you honestly, I have love for those
who are awakened, who have the
right understanding; and I love the
others for pity’s sake. I want to raise
them up.

With Masters’ sayings, their very
brevity is the soul of truth. Masters
never give long yarns. They say in a
few words and those words are preg-
nant with meaning. They never dwell
on them. “Love and all things shall
be added unto you”: only a few
words. How can all things be added
unto you? Try it and see. Practice it
and you will find out. People do not
realize the truth of it. Take one thing:
take love, for instance; take truthful-
ness. If you do, you will be changed.
And the highest practice, I would say,
is coming in contact with the God-
in-action Power, Naam, or Shabda:
then all virtues find their abode in
you. They come of themselves: some
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by self-introspection, and others by
coming in contact with the God-into-
expression Power. Naturally. they
will come to you.

[Bibi Hardevi (Taiji) is introduced
to sing a prayer.]

This is a prayer to the Master to
give us one container of wine — of
God-intoxication.

(Much laughter; then Taiji sings
the prayer — a hymn composed by
Master Kirpal Singh in his days of
discipleship. The song is in Hindi,
and is heartbreakingly beautiful
When it is over the Master comments
as follows.)

God is an ocean of all intoxica-
tion. And those who are the mouth-
piece of God are also rolling waves
of intoxication. This is a prayer. For
that intoxication, we come to the
Masters, those who are the mouth-
piece of God, those whose soul drinks
deep of the intoxication of God. those
who radiate and who overflow with
that intoxication. We pray to the Mas-
ter, O Master, give us one container
of that intoxication. Will you, like a
tavern man, who gives to everybody,
also kindly give us one container of
such intoxication, by drinking which
we forget everything. And to that,
You may add the intoxication of those
who are overflowing with intoxica-
tion.” And he prays, “O Master, I
have been searching for it in all tem-
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ples, everywhere; yet, I did not find
it. But when I came to You. You gave
me one drop. With one drop from
You, I got intoxication.™

There are two well-known stories
in India. One is about Farhad. who
was a lover of a princess. Shirin. He
wanted to marry her. He was madly
in love with her, and he was saying
here, there and everywhere, T will
marry her.” That looked very awk-
ward to the king. He wondered what
to do about it and consulted with his
minister. His minister advised him to
order Farhad to build a canal down
from the Himalayas: “Let him do it;
he will die in the effort.”

So Farhad began to excavate the
canal from the Himalaya Mountains
so as to pass the very mansion in
which she lived. Love knows no bur-
dens, no hardships; he did so and was
successful: now the king had no oth-
er alternative. Again, he consuited
with his minister about what to do.
The minister said, “Send out a rumor
that the princess has died.” When this
rumor reached Farhad. he took an axe
and struck it into his own head and
died. And in the meantime, what hap-
pened? When the princess heard
about it, she fell down from the roof
and died.

This is the extreme of madness: it
is madness itself. “But this madness
should also be put into the shadow:
You may give us such an intoxica-
tion that this story of Farhad will be
eclipsed.”

There is another story about Maj-
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nu, who was a lover of a princess
named Laila. He was so much in love
with her. She used to give out alms
every day to all people who came to
her. One day, he also joined the beg-
gars, just in order to approach her
and get alms from her. She gave
something to everybody; but when
Majnu came up with the cup in his
hand, she struck the cup from under-
neath, and threw it down, and it was
broken. And Majnu was very jolly;
he was dancing with happiness. Peo-
ple asked him, “What has she given
you? She has given you nothing. She
has only broken your cup.” “Oh, you
don’t know what she has given me,”
he said. “She has told me that unless
you break this cup of the body and
forget your own body consciousness,
you are not fit to love.”

It was so, that when Majnu en-
tered the town where Laila lived, he
used to kiss the very ground on which
she walked and the very walls and
corridors of the houses of the town,
because Laila lived there. Once he
was seen kissing the feet of a dog.
People asked him, “What are you do-
ing?” “Oh,” he said, “One day I saw
this dog going down the street of my
Laila.” This is extreme madness of
love. He says that such an intoxica-
tion may be given that throws all this
madness of love into the shade by
comparison.

We go to the Master to get such
an intoxication, not for the perfor-
mance of rites and rituals. This is a
religion above all these things. Sha-
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mas Tabriz said, “If I leave the body,
and my body is cut into pieces and
put in some field as manure, whoev-
er bakes the bread with the corn that
grows out of that land and whoever
serves it on the table” — he did not
even mention anything about those
who would eat the bread made out of
that corn “will be intoxicated.” This
is what we are after. This is already
within us; but when we come in con-
tact with a mouthpiece of God, we
get an impetus: it flares up. So, life
comes from life. No books can give
it to you. The Masters have said that
you cannot find God so easily or
quickly, even by saying prayers, per-
forming rituals, giving alms, control-
ling your senses and having a life of
continence, too, as you can by sitting
at the feet of a Master. This is the
way life comes from life. This is giv-
en to you when you develop recep-
tivity. By devotion and surrender, you
can develop this receptivity. You have
nothing to do. This very thing be-
comes a part and parcel of your life.

Our Master used to tell a story in
which some sculptors or portrait
painters, who were foreigners, came
to China to show their skills. The king
agreed to give them a hall in which
to do whatever painting they liked.
Some Chinese painters also wanted
to have an opportunity to show their
skills. The king said, “All right; di-
vide the hall by a curtain.” It was a
big hall: one wall was given to the
foreigners and the other to their own
countrymen. They began to work on
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the walls. After some time, the paint-
ing was ready. The foreigners went
to the king and told him, “Our paint-
ing is ready. Would you kindly come
and visit it?” The king went there
and saw that the painting was very
beautiful: he was amazed at how love-
ly it was. As he was coming out, the
Chinese painters also said, “Would
you kindly have a look at ours?” “All
right.”” When the curtain was taken
off, to the amazement of the king,
the very same painting that was on
the other wall was also on this one. It
was exactly there, and still clearer
than the other one; because in the
original one, done by hand, little im-
perfect spots did show up here and
there, but in the reflection, they were
not there. He was amazed and said,
“What have you been doing?” When
two men are in a competition, they
won’t let others see what they are
doing. “What did you do?” “We have
done nothing, sir,” they answered.
“We have done no labor; we were
simply rubbing the wall so much,
from day to day, that it now reflects.
That’s all we have done.”

So, it is the love that reflects.
That’s the rubbing that reflects the
Master within you, which is “I, not
now I, but the Christ in me.” That is
devotion. There we are wanting. We
may have love: I tell you honestly,
“Love knows no burdens. Love beau-
tifies everything.” And, “Love and
all things shall be added unto you.”
But devotion is greater, and surren-
der, greater still. That love is love,
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where there is devotion and surren-
der. Where there is no devotion and
surrender, there is no love. By devo-
tion and surrender, you lose your ego.
You reflect the same as He is. in you:
you become He, Himself. without any
effort. This is the highest of all.

Hafiz said the same thing as St.
Paul: “Strangely enough, I have for-
gotten my body; whether I or my
Master is here.” These are the words.
“By name, I am called Hafiz: but I
am He, and He, me.” This is what is
called a Gurumukh, in the terminol-
ogy of the Masters. A Gurumukh is
one who becomes a mouthpiece of
the Guru. That is God’s gift. That
becomes the fate of those who have
devotion and surrender.

This is the highest thing we have
to learn. In love, too, we sometimes
transcend limits. I remember I once
wrote a letter to my Master, in which
I wrote, “I pray to You to give me
love, a love which demands no rec-
ompense, a selfless love. such a love
that does not transcend the limits of
respect.” Sometimes, in love, we tran-
scend the limits of respect. And what
did He do? He read that letter and
put it on His breast: “I want such
people who want to love within re-
spectful moods.”

These are the things we have to
learn practically. It is not done by
intellectual inferences; it is a matter
of living. And such a love results in
devotion and surrender, these are al-
most practically the same. We must
learn to love with a love which is
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selfless, which rises into surrender
and devotion. When you love that
way, you become a Gurumukh: this
is what is called “to become a Guru-
mukh.” When Master has to take over
all the burden, you have nothing to
fear. A child who has a mother has
nothing to fear, nothing to worry
about for its clothing and eating and
care. We have to live up to it. You
will find that in such a way, you will
progress wonderfully. As St. Paul
says, “You will feel that way: not
feel; you will see that way.” He
makes you a flute through which he
breathes life into you, and you give
unto others. Emerson said, “Those
thoughts which come without think-
ing are always perfect.” Masters never
speak from the level of thinking:
“Now I have to say this thing; now,
that thing.” They come of themselves.

So, a Master is God-in-man; do
we see that? He does not assert; but
He works as Christ and all other Mas-
ters said: “I and my Father are one. It
is the Father who is working through
me.” He is conscious, all the same.
Sometimes Masters have to say who
they are. When one of the disciples
said to Christ, “You have been speak-
ing always of the Father. It would
suffice us if you would show us the
Father,” Christ grew indignant over
it and said, “I have been so long with
you, and you do not know it is the
Father working through me?” Then
He went so far as to say, “Whoever
has seen me, has seen the Father.”
They are conscious, although they
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work at the level of the man-body.

Masters come from time to time:
the world is not without them, mind
that. It is not necessary that they
follow the same lineage. No; they
may be here, there, everywhere. That
Power remains, working throughout
the world. And wherever that Power
is, you will find that He gives you
some experience to start with on your
inner way. That is the only criterion
you can have. But, in due course, you
will begin to observe Him within you.
The only thing that is required is obe-
dience.

Our Master used to say, “Your
whole life may be spent in search of
a Godman: that very period of search
will be counted for devotion. If you
come to the right person, with the
grace of God, all your labors will be
crowned with success.” Then you
have nothing to fear. You have only
to be devoted to Him. This is God’s
grace working everywhere in this
materialistic age. There is an awak-
ening, with God’s grace. I have found
it. On this present tour, I have found
it. There is a great response every-
where for unity. Religions are trying
to make the sub sects of their reli-
gions merge into one. But what we
are speaking of now is not the merg-
ing of all religions into one: let peo-
ple remain in their own religions; but
they should all sit together for the
same higher religion, which is one
for all. They should remain in their
own religions and not change them,
but follow the religion, which is one
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for all, given out by all Masters.
These are the words you have to write
down in your hearts, and never for-
get to live up to them. You will find
a wonderful change; you will live and
see for yourselves.

In the beginning it might appear:
*Oh, you are a fool. Such and such a
man has done you wrong, and you
are simply loving him!” Loving does
not mean physically mixing. I mean:
just have good thoughts for him.
Blood cannot be washed away by
blood. If there is filth in the gutters,
it can be washed away by sweet wa-
ters of love. You may be thinking
you are apparently losers: but you are
not losers, you are gainers. The more
you live up to it, the more you will
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find for your own self that you
are progressing. You will have
peace of heart. Don’t look to the
flaws of others: try to wash them
with love. Tell others privately
what’s wrong. And you will also
find improvement all around:
first your own heart will be im-
proved, and then, others and oth-
ers. Then, in whatever little time
you put in for devotion, you will
go quicker. That is because, as I
told you, meeting God is not dif-
ficult: man-making is difficult.
An ounce of practice is worth
more than tons of theory. We
should try to change our way of
living at heart. That will give a
lasting effect, and a substantial
change will come about.

Whatever you hear, put in
writing, and keep it with you. Other-
wise, you will forget it. Try it from
day to day. and see how you progress.
In talks, you learn what you cannot
learn by reading scriptures for a long
time.

[There is stillness in the room.|

The very atmosphere becomes
calm and quiet.

[Master and Taiji speak in Hindi
about a poem written by Master to
His Master Sawan Singh that Taiji is
going to sing.]

We are here to be mad, now. I
think we are talking about madness.
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Out of the madness of love we
will see You,

The One Whom I love will
come.

It so happened once, that I went to
Amritsar, and Master was expected
to arrive there. We were all sitting in
expectation of His arrival, and the
message came that Master was not
coming. All were disheartened. Some
people dispersed, and I remained
there. It was also a madness, [
would say. I wrote this poem: “He
will come! T will see Him with my
own eyes!” I was writing this and
going around in madness; and after
about an hour, Master came there. So
great is the strong attraction of love!
This is a poem written at that time.

Out of the madness of love, we
will see You . . .

He must come!

Out of the madness of love we
will see You,

The One Whom I love will
come.

He must come! We will see my
loved One!

Out of the madness of love, we
will see You;

O Master Sawan, we must see
You!

O Perfect One, we will see
You!

Out of the madness of love, we
will see You,

The One Whom I love will

come.
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It so happened that He came after
that. So, love is a very great power.
Like a glass that does not show your
face unless you put something be-
hind it, similarly, the love-polish at
the back reflects the Master within
— the God within you.

Out of the madness of love, we
will see You;

O Master Sawan, we must see
You!

O Perfect One, we will see
You!

When the clouds come, the rain falls.
It is the forerunner of God’s coming,
when there is such a pining that noth-
ing else remains between you and the
Beloved, the Master. Once, while sit-
ting in the Satsang, Rai Saligram
came into that state of madness. The
whole Satsang began to feel that same
madness. One day, we were celebrat-
ing the death anniversary of Hazur,
and it happened that the whole San-
gat began to cry.

So, love is everything. Love is de-
votion; and surrender is the most ide-
al. But love begins with: “If you love
me, keep my commandments,” as
Christ said. That does not cost you
anything. You won’t be a loser, I as-
sure you. In a short time, you will
gain what you could not gain in a
lifetime; because you will reflect the
whole thing: like the painters, who
came for this.

All right; God bless you.
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He Made Me Like a Beautiful Boat
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

[WOULD LIKE to apologize for
coming five minutes late.
[There is laughter, including Sant
Ji.] Some people had come, so I
was seeing them. Now, if anybody
wants to ask any question —

Is it true, Master, that You may have
to move the Ashram?

[Sant Ji laughs] Yes, we are mov-
ing to the place where I meditated
for many years, in Village 16 PS,
where Master told me to meditate.
It is that place where Master Kirpal
showered His inner grace on me and
my soul mingled in His. That is why
I have very much attachment with
that place.

In the separation of Master Kir-
pal I came to this place, but I al-
ready had that [other] place, and
Russell Perkins and some others
have seen it. It is a very good place
there and a part of it is already built.
I hope that when the dear ones will
get the opportunity to come there,
they will like that place for medita-

This question and answer session
was given January 11, 1981, at Sant
Bani Ashram, Village 77 RB, Raja-
sthan, India.
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tion. It is not very far from here: it
1s only twenty miles away from
here. It is a very quiet place. much
quieter than this. [There is more
laughter.] That place has Almighty
Master Kirpal's presence. I hope
that you will be pleased to visit that
place and will meditate there whole-
heartedly.

Will you be building a new Ashram
or will you move this Ashram over
there? [There is much laughter, in-
cluding Sant Ji.]

When I came here I didn't bring
everything from there here. In the
same way, I don't think I will be
able to carry everything from here
to there. This will remain here.
Almighty Master Kirpal used to
say that when God was distributing
food and water to everybody and
the turn of the Saints came, after
giving Them food He blew [on]
Their hand, and in that way Their
food was spread all over the world.
And then He told them to go from
one place to another to get the food
which God had written in Their fate.
So that is why even though this
Ashram will remain here and that
Ashram is already there. but still
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for that reason I have to go from
one place to another. There are
some souls waiting, and for the ben-
efit of those souls I have to go there.

Once the people of one village
served Guru Nanak, and being
pleased with their service, Guru
Nanak Sahib gave them a blessing,
which in a way looked like a curse.
He said, “May you be ruined and
become wanderers.” Later, when He
went to another village, those peo-
ple criticized Him and threw stones
at Him. So Guru Nanak Sahib said,
“I am very pleased with your ser-
vice, also, and I give you this bless-
ing, that you may always remain
here happily.”

Mardana and the other people
who were accompanying Guru Nan-
ak Sahib were surprised to see how
the Master was blessing those peo-
ple who had criticized Him, who
had thrown stones at Him, and how
He was cursing those who had
served Him. So they asked Him and
He replied, “You don't know the
secret behind this. The people who
served me and loved me, I blessed
them, saying, ‘May you become
wanderers’ — if they become wan-
derers they will go to many differ-
ent villages. One person will be able
to improve one whole village. It is
possible that if he tells them about
going in the company of the Mas-
ters and doing seva, and all these
good things, they may change and
it may improve the whole area. And
the people who criticized me or
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threw stones at me, they are so bad
that if they would go to other vil-
lages they would teach people to
criticize the Saints and to oppose
the Saints and like that. So that is
why it is better for them to stay
here. In the same way, if a good
person goes from one place to an-
other, he will always go on spread-
ing his goodness and he will make
other people good also.”

Before I came here, this area of
Rajasthan was well known for its
robbery; there were many thieves
here and always there would be one
or another murder in this area. Af-
ter I came here the police inspector
from the nearby police station came
to see me. He said, “After hearing
you talk, I hope that, because you
have come here, a day will come
when we will have to pack up from
this area. People will come to you
and you will give them good ad-
vice, and if they will follow you,
we will not be needed here.”

With God's grace that has hap-
pened. After some time, when the
people of this area started improv-
ing their lives after coming to
the Satsang, they stopped stealing
things from other people’s houses,
they stopped robbery and things like
that. So there was no need of the
police station nearby. And then the
same police officer came and told
me that they were leaving because
they were no longer needed here.
So whenever a good person goes to
any place he always spreads his
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goodness and he always changes
people.

Since these people used to eat
meat and drink wine and then fight
with each other, that is why they
were very poor. But ever since they
became satsangis and started earn-
ing their livelihood by honest means
and stopped drinking wine and eat-
ing meat and fighting with each oth-
er, now they are financially very
strong, and that is why people of
this area are now praised.

Since the border is very close it
is not allowed to have a gathering
or anything like what we are doing
here. If anyone wants to get his
daughter or son married and he
plans to invite people for that, he
has to inform the nearby [police]
post, so that they will know why
the gathering is here. But because
the people know that everyone who
comes here is here only for medita-
tion and those who come here im-
prove their life, that is why we don't
have to inform anyone.

You know how many people
gather here, and many people rou-
tinely come and go from here. Many
Indians and foreigners come, but we
don't have to ask anybody's permis-
sion and the officers do not bother
us, because they saw that those who
come here to the Ashram always
come only for meditation or for
good advice, and they are not bad
people. That is why I always put a
lot of emphasis on the importance
of maintaining the discipline. T al-
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ways say that you should not go
onto any other person's land. always
remain on your own land. because
this is a border area.

All the nearby villages love the
Ashram here, since they all come
here. And all those who come to
the Ashram are also appreciated by
them, and they are always ready to
welcome them at any hour of the
day. But ever since they learned that
I was moving the Ashram, they are
also very sad: they say that I should
not leave this place. So when they
say that, I recite a couplet to them
in which a peacock tells a cuckoo
bird, “I think that either your coun-
try is very beautiful, or you have
some friend there, that is why you
do not remain at one place and you
always go from one place to anoth-
er.” The cuckoo bird replies, “Nei-
ther is my country beautiful. nor do
I have a friendship with someone
which takes me there, I have to go
from one place to another only to
eat the food which God has spread
for me.”

Once Mardana was eating some
corn and while he was eating Guru
Nanak said, “Mardana, you will not
be able to eat that corn.” Mardana
said, “Well, it is already in my hand
and I am going to put it in my
mouth, how is that possible?” Guru
Nanak said, “Well, we will see if
you can eat that.”

Guru Nanak told him that there
was a white hen in the city of
Lahore and that hen was going to
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eat that piece of corn. So when Mar-
dana tried to eat that particular piece
of corn, it didn't go into his stom-
ach. [As he was about to eat it he
coughed and so] instead it went in
his nose and it got stuck there. Mar-
dana tried his best to get it out, but
it would not come out.

When they reached Lahore they
saw one white hen coming towards
them, and then Guru Nanak said,
“Mardana, do you see that white
hen? She is going to eat that piece
of corn.” Mardana replied, “Mas-
ter, how is that possible? It is stuck
in my nose. I have tried my best,
but it will not come out.” But Guru
Nanak said, “You will see.” As soon
as that hen came near, Mardana
sneezed and that piece of corn came
out and that white hen took it and
went away. So then Guru Nanak
Sahib said, “Our rope is in the hand
of God Almighty, and wherever He
will lead us, we will have to go
there. We cannot make any excuses.
Wherever He will make us eat, we
will have to eat.”

Many people have offered to
make an Ashram in the town. And
they say, “You should make the
Ashram in the town or in the city
where we can reach it easily, no
matter if it's thousands of miles
away from our home.” But I tell
them, “No, I don't want to make an
Ashram in any town,” because from
the very beginning I have liked the
villages and I have always wanted
to live in the secluded places. I al-
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ways want to live in the villages,
because I enjoy being there.

If the Ashram is made in a city
or in a town, and if you people come
there, you won't be able to medi-
tate. Because going to the town you
will meditate for some time, and
then your mind will tell you to go
and watch a movie. If you don't go
to watch the movie, he will tell you
to go out for sight-seeing and like
that, and then you will not be able
to do your Bhajan and Simran. But
here, because it is a secluded place
and it is far from any town or city,
you don't have any place to turn to.
If your mind is bothering you, it is
just your mind, and you will not be
able to take your body out of this
place. [Sant Ji and group laugh.]
Since you don't have any other place
to go, then what will you do? Just
Bhajan and Simran. That is why I
want all those who come here to
meditate as much as possible, so
that you may know what is the real
benefit of living in a secluded place
like this.

In the army I was a first-class
signaler. In India in those days
those who had passed the examina-
tion at Poona were called first-class
signalers. So I had very good
knowledge about that. I mean to say
that you should not understand
that I don't have any idea of scien-
tific inventions or that I don't have
any idea how these modern con-
veniences are good for humankind.
I know that they are useful. But I
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mean to say that when I was in the
army they used to show us movies
free of charge, but I was not inter-
ested in watching the movies. In-
stead I would go and be on duty in
somebody else's place and I would
tell him to go and see the movie.
When the commander asked me
why I was not watching the mov-
ies, I would tell him, “Because I
don't want to make this world my
own.” I don't say that the world is
bad; the world is good, but I don't
want to make it my own. And all
these modern conveniences and all
these things, they make man extro-
verted and 1 am trying to become
introverted. So that is why I never
went to see any movie. The first
time I saw a movie was my own
movie, which I saw at Sant Bani
Ashram. [much laughter]

I mean to say that your inner
path is full of all these beautiful
things, and if you go in your within
even a little bit and see even a little
glimpse of what is within, then you
will not go to see any outer movie.
What to talk about going to see any
movie, you would not even go to
the movie-house to use its toilet,
because the inner path is so beauti-
tul. [Sant Ji chuckles.]

Even though I did not have the
Initiation into Shabd Naam when 1|
was in the army, still I was not very
much in the world, in the outer
world. Whenever I would close my
eyes and look in the within, I would
see many beautiful things over
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there, but I didn't know where to
go and where not to go. I knew this:
that the within is full of all these
fantastic things, but the key to it is
with the Satguru, and unless I meet
some perfect Satguru I will not be
able to know where to go and where
not to go.

Once when I was sitting on the
bank of the River Beas, I saw peo-
ple getting into boats and going
across, and those boats were very
beautifully made. At the same time
1 saw very ordinary wooden boats,
which poor people used to go
across. I thought, “They both are
made of wood, but still they are
very much different.” Then I real-
ized from within that it was because
the wood did not have the good for-
tune of going to a good carpenter,
that is why this ordinary boat is not
very good for going across. But
when wood goes into the hands of
a good carpenter, first he cleans it
up and he gives it a very hard time,
because he has to cut it and do many
sorts of things to it. But later on
when he has made it into a boat,
now it looks very beautiful, and this
boat easily goes across the river,
and moreover, those who are sit-
ting in it, they also get across.

At that time I was comparing all
these outer things with my own con-
dition. I was thinking that right now
I am like that wooden boat which
is not well-made, and that is why it
is not able to go across safely and
cannot take other people across ei-
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ther. But if I will get someone who
can teach me, if I get a “carpenter”
who can make me like that beauti-
ful boat, I will be able to get libera-
tion from this world, and moreover
those who will come to me, they
will also get the liberation. I always
used to sing that there should be
some Master, there should be some-
one who would teach me how to
" become a liberated one and [to] lib-
erate others.

The first “carpenter,” the first
builder, who started making this
boat, was Baba Bishan Das. He
gave me many punishments; He was
very strict with me. You know that
when a carpenter or anyone who
is working on something is very
strict and working very hard, then
no doubt that thing has to suffer
pain. But if it suffers pain, then
eventually it becomes a very beau-
tiful thing.

In the same way, the first car-
penter I got was Baba Bishan Das.
And later on when I met Master Kir-
pal, my second maker, He was very
loving and kind to me, and He put
me together, He painted me and
made me like a beautiful boat. Now
I can say that there is peace in the
within. I myself am liberated and
those who are coming in my com-
pany will also get liberation.

The first job of the satsangi is to
obey the commandments of the
Master, and then to have faith in
the Master and to love the Master.
Never should he think that his Mas-
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ter is just a human being. He has
come in the human form and He is
living among the human beings only
to explain to us. only to teach us.
but in fact He is above the human
beings.

He comes in the human form like
a father whose son has been stolen
by gypsies: when the father learns
that his son is with those gypsies
and has already become like one of
those gypsies, he goes there to res-
cue him. But if he goes in his origi-
nal form his son will not recognize
him and his son will not listen to
him. So he also disguises himself
as a gypsy and he goes and starts
living with those gypsies. First. he
tells his son, “You do not belong
here, this is not your home. Your
home is Sach Khand which is the
land of peace,” and like that. But in
the beginning the son is not ready
to listen to him. He thinks that all
that the man — whom he does not
know is his father — is saying is
all useless. But later on. after he
[spends time] in his company, a day
comes when he starts believing in
him and then he surrenders himself
to him and says, “Well. whatever
you say, I want to see that. You
take me. I am surrendering myself
to you.” So when that son surren-
ders himself to the father. then the
father is already there, ready to take
him to Sach Khand, and when he
takes him there and makes him sit
in his place. in his home. he tells
him, “You are my dear son. You
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were lost and you went and lived
with the gypsies and became one of
them, but you were not really a
gypsy.” Then the son believes and
he gets the yearning to come back
to his real home, and finally he
comes back.

So that is why unless we go in
our within we cannot have that real
yearning to go back to our real
home, Sach Khand. Once we go in
the within and see the position of
our Master, our Father, there —
once we know which great powers
bow down to our Master and what
our Master really is and what our
home really looks like — only then
we can have the real yearning and
longing to go back to our Home.

Up until now all those who have
reached the Court of the Master
have not come back disappointed.
All those who have reached there
have always got the grace of the
Master. Those who have left the
company of their mind, and those
who have reached the feet of the
Master, they became of Master and
they always came back happy.
When Bulleh Shah went in the with-
in and saw that his Master and God
were one and the same thing, he
came back and said, “God came in
the form of man and He hid Him-
self from us.”

Guru Nanak Sahib also said,
“Don't understand Satguru as the
human being. Looking at the body
of my Satguru, I will never be sat-
isfied.”
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Once when Master Kirpal came
to my home, I sang this bhajan to
Him: “God has come in the form of
a man.” [See “Banda Banke Aaya,”
Songs of the Masters, p. 34.]

Hazrat Bahu has written about
His love for the Master, about hav-
ing so much yearning for having the
darshan of the Master. He says, “I
wish that every single cell of my
body might turn into an eye, so that
I may close one eye and open an-
other to have the darshan of the
Master. After looking at my Master
with all these eyes, still I won't be
satisfied. Then also I will find some
further way to have His darshan,
because for me His darshan is worth
more than many pilgrimages.”

He who is suffering in the sepa-
ration of Kirpal always has tears in
his eyes, and he cannot speak, the
words do not come out from his
mouth because he is separated from
Kirpal. We should also create the
yearning for the Master and we
should also meditate. We should
never understand that meditation is
a burden or something which we
should not do. We should definite-
ly meditate. We should never obey
our mind. If your mind tells you
that you are sick, or “There's plen-
ty of time; meditate tomorrow,”
don't obey him, because tomorrow
he will also be there and he will
not let you meditate.

Kabir Sahib said, “What you are
supposed to do tomorrow, do it to-
day. Whatever you are supposed to
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do today, do it right now.” Because
if you will go on postponing your
work, then who knows when Kal
will come and take you away. Kabir
also said that you should never
leave the Path of the Master. When-
ever you see that the Master is com-
ing, you should always go to see
Him, because as soon as you see
Him you become pure, and if you
remain in His company you start
meditating on Naam.

Before doing anything you
should have both Master and your
mind standing opposite each other,
and you should think about what
your Master would say if you will
do this thing that your mind is tell-
ing you to do. You will find that if
it is a bad thing, then definitely your
Master will tell you, “No, don't do
this, because your every single
thought is counted; you will have
to pay for it, if it is bad.” But at the
same time your mind will say, “No,
nobody's going to ask you. You
should do this thing even if it is
very bad,” and he will give you
many excuses and will inspire you
to do that bad thing.

If you are following your mind

it means that you are not the disci-
ple of your Master. But if you are
obeying your Master it means that
you have won [control over] your
mind. From this world nothing will
go with us, neither our wealth, nor
our power, nor our intellect. If there
is anything which will go with us
from this world, that is our Satguru
and His Naam. So why not love that
thing which is going to help us.
which is going to protect us? We
should love that thing more than
anything else.

Master Sawan Singh Ji used to
say that if you cannot meditate
more, then at least maintain your
love with the Master. What will
happen by maintaining your love
with the Master? Wherever your at-
tention, wherever your love or at-
tachment will be, you will go there.
It means that at the end you will
definitely go to the Master.

Saints and Mahatmas come with
a lot of love. They are the image of
love and They know only to give
love.

Many times I have said, “The
love which my beloved Master gave
me is beyond any description.”

The fiy‘s‘r job of the satsangi is to obey the command-
ments of the Master, and then to have fc\h‘[f\ in the Mas-
ter and to love the Master. Never should he think that

his Master is just a human being. ... He is !iving among

the human beiv\gs ox/\ly to explair\ to us, OV\IY to teach us,

but in fac’r He is above the human Beings.
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Up until now all those who have reached the Court of
the Master have not come back disappointed. All those
who have reached there have always got the grace of the
Master. Those who have left the company of their mind,
and those who have reached the feet of the Master, they
became of Master and they always came back happy.





