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Content in the Will of God
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

HE BANI of Guru Ramdas Ji Maharaj
Tis presented to you. In the time of
Kabir Sahib and Guru Nanak, in fact,
in the time of all the ten Sikh Gurus, in
India in those days people used to do yoga
practices a lot because there were many
disciples of Gorakh Nath who practiced
yoga then, understanding it as the means
of liberation. Many yogis and sanyasis
met with Guru Nanak and the other
Masters and they debated with them.
Many yogis met with Guru Ramdas Ji
also, and many of them gave up their own
practices, realizing that they could not
achieve liberation that way, and became
His initiates.

Once a yogi named Mahesha came to
Guru Amardev Ji Maharaj. Mahesha had
acquired many great supernatural powers
and had perfected all the yogic practices.
When he came to see Guru Amardev Ji
he talked with Him and Guru Amardev
Ji very lovingly proved to him that in this
age, there is no way of achieving libera-
tion, except devotion: the meditation of
Naam. No other yogic practice or any
other practice, no rite or ritual can give
us liberation in the Kali Yuga. When
Guru Amardev Ji Maharaj proved to him
that the Path of Naam was the only real
Path which could liberate him, he was
convinced and requested holy initiation.
Saints and Mahatmas live in this world
like poor innocent beings, but they have

Portions of this satsang, given at Sant Bani
Ashram, Village 16 PS, Rajasthan, March
29, 1986, were paraphrased in the article,
“Rajasthan Journal,” in the June issue.
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a unique kind of all-consciousness. They
know everything about the past and fu-
ture of all souls. So when that yogi Ma-
hesha requested holy initiation from Guru
Amardev Ji, the Guru replied, “You will
not be able to get initiation in this life-
time because you still have one more life-
time to live and then you will get initia-
tion.” Mahesha asked Guru Amardev,
“Master, how will [ know about my next
birth and how am I going to come across
the Master and get initiation? 1 don’t
know whether 1 will get the initiation
from you or from some other Master!”
Then Guru Amardev Ji lovingly told him,
“You should not worry about that; you
will be born as one of my great-grandsons
and you will be called by the name
Anand, and then you will get the holy in-
itiation.”

In the same way many people came to
Guru Ramdas Ji Maharaj and asked
Him, “Master, we have left our homes
and now we are living in the forest; we
have given up eating normal food and we
are surviving just by eating fruit and raw
vegetation; but still we have not known
how to control our mind; our mind has
not become quiet, and we do not have any
understanding of the Path which can lead
us to liberation. So graciously and lov-
ingly show us that Path, following which
we could achieve liberation. Kindly take
this trouble and explain what we can do
to control our mind, how we can make
our mind quiet so we can be liberated.”

So lovingly Guru Ramdas Ji is explain-
ing to them: “Dear ones, if just by leav-
ing homes and going into the forest one
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could realize Almighty God, we could
have done that. It is not that difficult;
anyone can leave his home and go into the
jungles. If by giving up cooked food and
eating fruits and roots and vegetables one
could achieve and realize the Almighty
Lord, that is also not difficult; many
people can do that; we can do that, but
that is not the way one can realize God:
God is nowhere outside, not in any moun-
tain; not in any forest, not in any religious
place, not in any temple. If God is any-
where, He is within you: within your own
existence.”

So lovingly He says, “You need not do
any outer rite or ritual, you just need to
do the meditation of Shabd Naam.” That
Naam is not written in Hindi, nor in Pun-
jabi, not even in Sanskrit, nor any other
language. That is the Naam of the Lord
which is unwritten law and unspoken lan-
guage, and God Almighty always sends
His beloved children into this world to
give us the knowledge of that Naam.
Naam is that power with the support of
which the Khands and Brahmands—the
divisions and grand divisions of this
creation —are surviving and being sus-
tained. That Naam is within us; and the
Perfect Masters who come in this world
in the will of God who are sent by God,
give us the knowledge of that Naam.

It is a pity that even though the Masters
of the highest degree came in this world,
few were those souls who could take ad-
vantage of, and benefit from, the com-
ing of those Masters. Once somebody
asked Master Sawan Singh about outer
signs of the perfect Master. Master Sawan
Singh said that the perfect Masters do not
hang a board on their neck, they do not
have any sign on their forehead, saying
“He is a hypocrite,” or “He is a perfect
one.” If you want to realize the perfect-
ness of the Master, you have to go within.

We know about the goodness of a tree
only by eating its fruit. In the same way
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if we mould our life according to the
teachings of the Master, if we sincerely
do the things which the Master has told
us to do, only then can we realize the per-
fectness and the competence of the Mas-
ter. Because the Masters do not tell us
things from hearsay, they tell us only
those things which they have actually
done in their own lives.

There is an instance in the history of
the King of Rum. When he was talking
once to the people in his court, a ques-
tion came up about patience and content-
ment. That King asked his people, “What
does it mean to be patient, to be content?”
He had so many people in his court who
were very wise and learned, and they all
tried to answer that question according to
their own intelligence; but the King was
not convinced. So he called his Prime
Minister and asked him about it; “Tell
me, what is the meaning of ‘patience’?”
The Prime Minister tried to explain to
him about patience and contentment but
the King was not satisfied. He asked him,
“Who can give the answer to this ques-
tion?” Then he himself told the Prime
Minister, “I have heard that in the coun-
try of India there is a very mighty em-
peror whose name is Aurangzeb; he is a
very wise and learned emperor, and he
has many good people in his court. It is
possible that if you go there and ask him
about this, he would be able to give you
the answer. But you should come back
only when you are convinced, and only
when you feel that you can convince me.
In case they cannot answer this question,
you should try to find a fakir who lives
in India, whose name is Sarmad; [ have
heard that he is a fakir of the highest de-
gree, and he will be able to answer this
question. So you go to India and find out
the answer and tell me what is the mean-
ing of ‘being patient,” and what it means
to ‘be content.” ” So the Prime Minister
came to India and met with Aurangzeb,
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and asked him the question about pa-
tience and contentment. Aurangzeb was
very learned and he tried to explain to
him, but he could not give the exact an-
swer which the Prime Minister was look-
ing for to take back to his King. Then he
talked with the other people there but he
was not convinced by them either, even
though everybody tried their best to ex-
plain patience and contentment to the
Prime Minister.

So then he asked the people about the
whereabouts of the fakir Sarmad; but
they told him, “Aurangzeb is a very strict
religious-minded person, and he has not
allowed any fakir or Saint to live outside;
he has put them all in jail, and it is very
difficult to find out exactly where he is;
but wherever he is, he’s in bad condition.
He doesn’t have any clothes to wear, he
doesn’t get good food to eat, he gets only
one cup of water to drink a day, and he
gets only a few bad chapaties to eat ev-
ery day. But it will be difficult to find
him.”

Still, since the Prime Minister had the
job of finding the fakir Sarmad and get-
ting the answer to his King’s question, he
went on trying to find him; and you know
that when you are devoted to something
and work hard for it, you definitely
achieve success. So he finally found Sar-
mad in a very dark cell. He was naked
and, as the people had told him, He was
in very poor condition. Before he could
talk to Him, he saw a person who had
been sent by the Emperor who, without
giving any alarm or explanation, suddenly
started beating Sarmad; he whipped him,
but Sarmad did not sigh or complain, He
just patiently suffered whatever was go-
ing on there. Then the Prime Minister saw
that somebody brought a cup of water
and a dry chapati which was not of good
quality and had only one small piece of
salt on it. Sarmad accepted that in the will
of God, and with a lot of contentment he
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ate the chapati. Then the Prime Minister
of Rum asked Sarmad his question: “Tell
me, what is the meaning of ‘patience’ and
what is the meaning of ‘being content?’ ”
Sarmad said, “I will reply to this tomor-
row. When you come tomorrow bring a
big sheet and a leather bag full of water.
Then I will answer your question.”

So the next day the Prime Minister of
Rum took a lot of water and a big sheet
of cloth to Sarmad, who, with his gra-
cious sight, opened the door of that
prison and allowed the Prime Minister to
come into his cell. Sarmad took a bath
with the water which the Prime Minister
had brought, and after that he covered
himself with that sheet of cloth which the
Prime Minister had brought for him, and
then he sat in meditation. He also made
that Prime Minister sit in meditation, and
with his grace he took the soul of the
Prime Minister up into the Court of the
Lord. There the Prime Minister saw that
Sarmad was with the other souls who had
reached the home of the Lord and all
those great souls were asking Sarmad, “If
you tell us we can destroy Aurangzeb and
his kingdom because he is giving you a
hard time.” But Sarmad the fakir was
folding his hands to all those great souls
and saying, “No, don’t do any harm to
Aurangzeb or to his people; just forgive
him, because he does not know what he
is doing.” The Prime Minister of Rum
was very surprised to see that even though
Sarmad was almighty, and had all the
powers of God, still he had so much pa-
tience in the Will of God that he did not
want anyone to do any harm to Aurang-
zeb even though Aurangzeb was giving
him a lot of suffering. When the Prime
Minister of Rum saw the real glory and
the real position of Sarmad the fakir
there, he was very moved, and when Sar-
mad brought him down, he told him,
“Now you have the answer to your ques-
tion. If you have all things given to you
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by Almighty God but you do not use your
power, that means being content in the
Will of God; and, even though you are
able to do everything, if you do not do
anything to harm others, that means to
be patient in the Will of God.”

Sheikh Farid also says, “The perfect
Masters are the beloveds of God. They
have so much patience and they remain
content in the will of God. Even though
they live near God, still they do not tell
people that they are one with God.” Just
as Sarmad took the Prime Minister up
and showed him that whatever was hap-
pening was in the will of God, so we
should be patient and content in His will;
and just as Sarmad showed the Prime
Minister the truth, in the same way, to-
wards the end of His life when Baba Sa-
wan Singh was suffering a great deal, and
His beloved son Maharaj Kirpal Singh Ji
could not bear to see that suffering, ev-
ery day He requested Master Sawan to re-
move His suffering Himself and stay in
this world for a few more years. Once it
so happened that Master Sawan Singh
called Master Kirpal Singh and told Him
to sit by His bed, because every day Mas-
ter Kirpal was making that request to
Master Sawan Singh. Master Sawan
Singh was passing it on to His Master. So
when Master Sawan had called Master
Kirpal to come and sit by His bed, He told
Him, “Sit and close your eyes: today in
the Court of the Lord the decision is go-
ing to be made, and you will see with your
own eyes what it is going to be.”

Master Kirpal Singh told me Himself
that He saw the Court of the Lord in Sach
Khand, and all the Mahatmas who had
reached Sach Khand were there; it was
like a council of all the Masters. Every-
one wanted Master Sawan Singh to live
in this world for a few more years; every-
one except Baba Jaimal Singh. He said,
“No. Right now the conditions in the
world are not so good and I will not let
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Sawan Singh stay in this world for any
more time. Now is the time for Him to
come back, because He has already had
enough suffering.” When Master Sawan
Singh brought Master Kirpal down, he
said, “Kirpal Singh, have you seen this?
Did you hear the decision with your own
ears? This is the will of God, and what-
ever is going to happen will happen in the
will of God.”

So Guru Ramdas Ji Maharaj here says
that liberation is in Naam, and one gets
the Naam from the Master. If you want
to cross this ocean of life you should do
the meditation of Shabd Naam.

O mind, meditate on the Naam of the
Lord; it will liberate you.

Those who meditate get liberation as
Dharu and Prahlad got absorbed in
Him.

Now He is lovingly explaining to those
dear ones who had come to Him, that
Dhru and Prahlad did the devotion of the
Shabd Naam and achieved liberation.
Those who lovingly and sincerely do the
devotion of Shabd Naam easily go across
this ocean of life.

Dhru was the son of a king who had
two wives. Once Dhru came into the pal-
ace from playing and sat in the lap of his
father; but his stepmother took him away
from his father’s lap and told him, “If you
wanted to sit in the lap of your father,
you should have taken birth from my
womb. You do not have any right to sit
in his lap because you are not my real son;
you are my stepson.” The boy Dhru was
terrified and went to his mother and
asked her, “Mother, tell me: are you the
queen of the king or the slave of the
king?” She replied, “Dear son, I am no
doubt the queen; but since I did not do
good karmas in my past life, I do not en-
joy the privileges which queens have and
they do not treat me well.” Dhru asked
her, “Mother, tell me what I should do,
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so that I may change my enemies into
friends, and win everyone in this world?”
His mother replied, “Dear son, only by
doing the devotion of the Lord can one
win the hearts of others and change ene-
mies into friends.” Those who do the de-
votion of the Lord and who manifest the
almighty Lord within them, for them,
friends and enemies are alike. They see
God everywhere, in everyone, and there-
fore they love everyone.

When he was advised by his mother to
do the devotion of the Lord, and since he
wanted to change all his enemies into his
friends, he went outside and started do-
ing devotion. Since he was a child he did
not know that the devotion of the Lord
is not accepted if you do not do it accord-
ing to the instructions of a Master. Narad
Muni knew that, and was worried about
him. He thought, “This boy is doing de-
votion of the Lord without the guidance
of any Master, and his devotion will not
be accepted.” So Narad Muni appeared
there and gave him initiation into the holy
Shabd Naam, and when Dhru got the in-
itiation, he meditated upon that and even-
tually became perfect in his devotion.

When his father came to realize that his
son had become a perfect being, he came
to him and requested him to take care of
the kingdom; he told him, “Now it is my
turn to do the devotion of the Lord; you
take care of the kingdom.” But Dhru re-
plied, “Father, in this world the Guru-
mukhs, the beloveds of God, may be de-
feated; but in the other world they always
win. Now I do not care for your kingdom
because I have got the kingdom of Sach
Khand. Graciously, God Almighty has
given that kingdom to me and I am very
content and happy there.”

Hirnaikash was a king in India. He was
a very powerful king, and through his
practices he had acquired some boons:
that he would not die either in the day or
the night, neither indoors nor outdoors,
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and that he would not be killed by human
or animal. Because of those boons, his
ego developed and he thought, “What is
the use of doing the devotion of the Lord?
How can God be greater and more power-
ful than I am?”

So he started calling himself the Lord.
Prahlad was his son. Now because Hir-
naikash had gotten those boons and
thought that he was so powerful that he
would not die, even in the schools in his
kingdom he made the teachers teach,
“Hirnaikash is God and there is no other
God but Hirnaikash.” But Prahlad, who
was Hirnaikash’s own son and a very
noble soul, inclined to the devotion of
the Lord, did not agree with that; and he
started telling the other students in the
school, “Hirnaikash is a hypocrite, he is
not God; there is some other God whose
devotion we should do.” At first the
teachers tried to explain to Prahlad that
he should not talk like that because he
was going against the wishes of his fa-
ther. But you know that if you have
once seen the glory of God within you,
then outside no one can change your
mind.

So because Prahlad had seen the glory
of God within, and since he was a very
devoted and dear soul, he did not want
to stop talking about the real Almighty
God. So when he continued doing that,
the teachers came to Hirnaikash and
told him, “Lord, we cannot do anything
to control your son; you should explain
to the prince that he should not go
on telling the other students about the
other God, because he is making them
do devotion and meditation of that
God.”

So Hirnaikash called Prahlad and told
him to stop doing that; but he said, “No.
I am devoted to my God, and there is no
one who can separate me from that God.
He is very powerful and He will protect
me.” Hirnaikash got upset and told him,
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“I will see how your God will come to pro-
tect you!” He tried many different things
to kill him, but always with the grace of
God Prahlad was saved. Once it so hap-
pened that he heated an iron pillar, and
forced Prahlad to embrace that pillar. At
that time it came in his mind that maybe
he would get burnt, and he would die,
when he embraced it. But God wanted
him to remain devoted and to maintain
his faith, so the Almighty God himself
came in the form of a little ant who went
up and down on that heated pillar. When
Bhagat Prahlad saw that nothing hap-
pened to that ant he understood that he
had the grace of God, and he lovingly em-
braced that pillar, which burst into pieces.

Master Sawan Singh Ji used to say that
when a potter is making a pot, from out-
side he may be hitting the pot, but from
inside he is keeping a supportive hand. In
the same way when God Almighty is put-
ting any disciple to a test, from within
He is giving him support and helping him
to maintain faith. So when God Almighty
helped that devotee Prahlad to maintain
his faith and he embraced that heated
pillar, nothing happened to Prahlad but
the pillar broke into pieces. That pillar
still exists in the place called Multan,
which is now in Pakistan. I have myself
seen it; it is still lying there broken into
pieces.

Hirnaikash tried many other things to
kill Prahlad. The King had a sister who
had a kind of magical piece of cloth; she
would wear that cloth and sit in the fire
and nothing would happen to her, but if
she was carrying something else, that
thing or that person would be burned. So
she put that little Prahlad in her lap and
sat in the burning fire. But with the grace
of God it somehow happened, that that
piece of cloth came on the body of Prah-
lad, so that he wasn’t hurt; but his aunt,
who was evil, was burnt in that fire. Even
now the Indian people observe that as a
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festival. Holi is the festival when they
burn Prahlad’s aunt in effigy and cele-
brate the living of Prahlad.

Hirnaikash tried many other things
also, but he could not become successful
in killing Prahlad because Prahlad had
the grace of God. Since he had the
boons—that he would not be killed by
any human or by any animal, he would
not be killed in the day or in the night,
he would not be killed either outside or
inside —therefore since God Almighty has
to remove evil beings from this world, He
came in a very unique form: a body half
lion and half man, and just at twilight on
the threshold of the palace, with his long
and sharp nails he killed Hirnaikash and
saved Prahlad. So here the Guru says that
in all ages, birth after birth, God Al-
mighty has created devotees and He Him-
self has come into this world to protect
the honor of such devotees. He protected
the honor of Prahlad and Dhru, and He
killed the evil Hirnaikash.

Kabir Sahib has also mentioned these
little devotee children in His writings. He
says, “Do the meditation of Naam the
way that Dhru and Prahlad did.” So Guru
Ramdas Ji Maharaj says here that here
it is not a question of any particular coun-
try; it is not a question of being man or
womarn; it is not a question of being
young or old, or belonging to this or that
community. Anyone who does the devo-
tion of the Lord and the meditation of
Shabd Naam can get liberation.

O Lord, shower grace; showering
grace, make us attached to the
Naam.

The mahatmas whose inner eyes are open
know that God has kept everything in His
hands. They know that only God knows
whom He has to bring to the path of the
Shabd Naam, whom He has to make do
the devotion of Shabd Naam, and whom
He has to leave to still get kicked and
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knocked in this world. We can do the de-
votion of Shabd Naam only if God is gra-
cious on us. If it is not in the Will of God,
if it is not in the grace of God, we cannot
do the devotion of Shabd Naam; because
our forgetful mind does not want to come
to the path of the Shabd Naam. Only if
it is the grace of God, and only if it is in
the Will of God, can we do the devotion
of God.

Graciously make us meet the Satguru;
meeting the Satguru we may medi-
tate on the Naam.

Now He is pleading to Almighty God: He
says, “O Lord, if you want us to do the
devotion of Naam, kindly make us meet
the Master; so that with the grace of the
Master we can get the Naam from Him
and then we can do the devotion of
Naam.”

We have the dirt of the ego from
birth after birth;
In His company the dirt will go.

The dirt of the ego is on this mind, and
it has been there, birth after birth, for
many ages. Only by going in the company
of the Master can we remove this dirt of
the ego from our mind.

As iron floats in the company of
wood, you may get God by being
with the Shabda Guru.

Just as iron floats on the water when it
is combined with wood, in the same way,
by being in the Master’s company and in
the company of the Shabd we will easily
cross this ocean of life,

Meet with the Saints and the sangat;
meeting the sangat the infoxication
of the Lord will come.

O egotist, without good company
your good deeds are like pouring
clear water into muddy.

Now lovingly He says that by going in the
September 1986

company of the Saints and the perfect
Masters our forgetful mind comes to his
senses and he begins to realize his mis-
takes. Unless you go in the company of
the perfect Saints and Mahatmas, no mat-
ter how many good deeds—the best
deeds —you do in this world, they have
no value: doing them is just like pouring
pure water into dirty water.

The Lord is the protector of the devo-
tees. The intoxication of the Lord
is sweet.

The Naam glorifies moment after
moment; the Satguru’s teachings
dwell within.

As the children are dear to the mother,
the devotees of God are dear to Him.
With His every single breath, moment af-
ter moment, He protects them.

Always remain bowed down to the
devotees; if you bow down you get
the fruit.

He who criticizes the devotees will be
destroyed like Hirnaikash.

We cannot gain any benefit or take any
advantage from the Masters by using
force or any amount of worldly riches or
money. The only thing with which we can
gain benefit or take advantage from the
Master is our humility. Only by becom-
ing humble in front of Saints and Ma-
hatmas can we take advantage of them
and gain benefit from them. By criticiz-
ing the Masters we cannot do any harm
to them, but in fact we are doing harm
to our own selves. Guru Ramdas says that
just as Hirnaikash who criticized his own
son Prahlad, lost his kingdom and his life,
those who criticize the Masters lose every-
thing. They cannot do any harm to the
Masters but they do harm their own
selves.

Brahima was born from a lotus and
Ved Vyas from a fisherman’s



daughter; they did many tapas and
became worth worshiping.

Worship the devotees: it will finish
the illusion.

Guru Ramdas Ji Maharaj says that
Brahma, who creates the creation, was
born from a lotus, and Ved Vvas, who
wrote the four Vedas and the eighteen
Puranas and who is respected in India,
was born from a ferryman’s daughter who
used to eat fish. The point is that you
should not care which caste or family the
Mahatma has been born in. You should
just go to Him and worship Him —only
Him who does the devotion of the Lord.
“Worshiping” means to mould your life
according to the instructions of such a
Mahatma.

Don’t look at caste or creed.: Sukh-
dev fell at the feet of Janak and did
the Lord’s devotion.

Even though rubbish was thrown on
his head, he didn’t allow his mind
o waver.

Sukhdev Muni was the son of Ved Vyas,
and in His astral form He stayed in the
womb of his mother for twelve years. He
did not want to come out into this world,
and it is said that when He was born God
stopped the effect of Maya for five mo-
ments so that He could be born without
it. Even though He was a very high soul,

still He had to get initiation into Shabd
Naam. He went to King Janak to get the
holy initiation, but he was not accepted
in the beginning. King Janak used to
gather all the Rishis and Munis and feed
them, and for twelve years continuous He
went on throwing the dirt and rubbish
and used plates on the head of Sukhdev
Muni, who bore it because He had the
yearning to get Initiation into Shabd
Naam —because He knew that only by
doing the meditation of Shabd Naam
would He get liberation from the suffer-
ing world.

Janak sat on the throne, the nine
Munis gave Him the dust of their
Sfeet —

Nanak says: O Lord, shower grace,
make me the slave of your slaves.

In the end Guru Ramdas Ji Maharaj
shows a great deal of humility. He says
that even though King Janak was a per-
fect Mahatma, still, whenever any Saint
or Rishi or Muni would come to see Him,
He would always get up and touch their
feet and wash their feet and drink that
water; He was so humble. In the same
way, Guru Ramdas here says, “O Lord,
make me the slave of Your slaves. Grant
me this boon: that I get the dust of your
devotees and I may drink the water after
washing their feet, so that my mind may
not get any kind of ego and I will always
remain humble.”
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The Golden Rule

twenty-fourth in a series of comments on the Gospels

RUSSELL PERKINS

E ARE continuing our study in the
Sermon on the Mount:

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek,
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you:

For every one that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened.

Or what man is there of you, whom if
his son ask bread, will he give him a
stone?

Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a
serpent?

If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask
him?

Therefore all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law and
the prophets.

MATTHEW 7:7-12

This is a tremendously important pas-
sage, although not different in kind from
many others in this sermon. In fact, it re-
lates very closely to the section at the end
of Chapter 6 about not being anxious
about tomorrow—living in the living
present, in other words, which is only
possible through a relationship of trust
with the universe; and that is what is be-
ing urged here of the listeners.

One obvious application of these verses
is to people who are seeking. This appli-
cation is the one that jumps into my mind
first of all, because these verses gave me
tremendous hope when 1 first became
aware that there was such a thing as
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Truth, and that it was even possible,
maybe, to find it. Once that awareness
came to me, I went back to the Bible
which I had formerly believed in very
thoroughly; I found this verse which had
meant very little to me before, and it gave
me enormous hope. The first two verses
of this section seemed to me to be a defi-
nite promise: I took it to heart, and I as-
sumed that He knew what He was talk-
ing about. And He did. I was greatly
amazed at the marvelousness of the uni-
verse.

But, although this is one application,
Jesus in this sermon is speaking to initi-
ates. The Sermon on the Mount is an in-
struction for people who have already
committed themselves, and this passage
is still true for the initiate. The universe
remains benevolent: it only asks of us that
we stop fooling around. When we stop
fooling around and take it at its own face
value based on this kind of promise, then
it will deliver.

But this requires a tremendous act of
faith—not blind faith because it is
demonstrated every step of the way, but
still faith of a kind. It means that we have
to pay attention to the demonstrations we
receive. We have to be aware of them,
give them their true significance, and act
on them —not receive them and forget
about them. And we have to keep mov-
ing in that direction. Our relationship
with the Master, in other words, is one
of complete and absolute ¢rust, which is
the primary root meaning of the Greek
word translated as “faith.” We often as-
sume that faith means intellectual belief,
but that is only a very shallow kind of
faith; the kind of faith that the Masters
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