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The Sweet Will of God
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji
God wants to liberate the
world, whenever God creates the desire and yearning within anyone to do His
devotion, He brings such souls in the contact of the Master, that human pole
within whom the power of God is working. Master Sawan Singh Ji used to say
that the power which works in the body
of the Saints is more than a power: we can
measure power, but that which works in
the body of the Saints cannot be measured. It is something worth experiencing.
The Saints and Mahatmas within whom
that power of God is working come in this
world and tell us that whether one is
Hindu or Muslim, whether one is a resident of America or India or any other
country, God is one for everyone and He
is within everyone.
God brings those souls on whom He
wants to shower grace in the contact of
the Saints and Mahatmas, the beloveds of
God. Saints are the ocean of grace and
mercy, and graciously they connect us
with the Shabd Naam. And by their grace
and guidance and mercy, we go back to
our real home and they make us absorbed
in their sweet Naam.
A hymn of Guru Amardas Ji is presented to you. He says that there is one
God Who is the Giver, Who is the Giver
of life to everyone. He is within all of us.
Up until now, those who have realized
Him have done so by going within; and
in the future also, those who want to realize Him will have to go within.
HENEVER

W

This discourse was given at Sant Bani
Ashram, Sanbornton, N.H., on May 5,
1984.
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The Giver of life to the world is One
True Lord;
By service to the Master and Shabd
He is realized.
God Who has given birth to all of us is
our Giver, our Emperor, the Supreme
King. But when can we realize Him or see
Him? Only after going in the company of
the Saints and doing what the Masters tell
us - only after molding our life according to the instructions of the Mastercan we go within and see the Almighty
Lord. It is just like replacing a bulb. One
bulb fuses and in its place another bulb
is installed and that also goes on giving
light. In the same way, one Mahatma may
initiate you and after he leaves this physical plane, another Mahatma may come
and inspire you to do meditation, to renew that which the previous Mahatma has
put within you.
When we go to the Master, we should
not think about which religion he belongs
to or from which country he has come.
Because God has created all human beings, He has even created the birds and
animals and all different places, and He
does not fall into duality, so why should
we fall in duality? Kabir Sahib says that
we should not pay any attention to the
caste, creed or color of the Mahatma. We
should always look at his qualities. We
should not pay any attention to the cover,
we should only pay attention to the soul.
Master Sawan Singh Ji used to say that
we do not have to go and eat our meals
with the Master, we do not have to make
relations with him. Our job is to just take
the knowledge of Shabd Naam from the
3

Pundirs read and explain to others,
but do not know their own home
is ablaze.
Saints and Mahatmas, the beloveds of
God, wrote the Holy Scriptures.,because
they wanted people to read those Scriptures and find out what is written in them:
What is the advantage of taking the
Naam? What is Naam? What is the teaching of the Masters? What are the experiences of the Masters and why is it important to take the Initiation and d o the
meditation of Naam?
As long as the Masters live in the body,
the disciples follow the teachings of the
Master in the real sense. But after the
Masters leave the body, they change the
form of the teachings of the Masters into
the form of a religion and they limit it to
only some people. The teachings of the
Masters are for the whole universe, but
we limit them to some people! What more
injustice can we do with such beloveds of
God?
We d o such things only for our name
and fame and our own self, and we understand that just by reading the books
completely we get liberation.
Guru Amardas says that pundits or
learned people read and explain to others,
but they d o not know that their own
home is on fire. They do not know that
within they are burning with the fire of
lust, anger, and all the passions.
Without serving the Satguru one
does not gef the Naam;
Reading only, one gets tired and the
peace does not come.
Without the Satguru one cannot get the
Naam, because Satguru comes into this
world to be the treasurer of the Naam. No
matter how much you read, no matter if
you get tired reading all those book.^, still
you will not get any peace.
Certain ones put on the ashes and
wander, taking up the garb.

Wlio Iias killed the egols~tlwlt1~olrr
Shnbd?
In India there is one more sect, those who
call themselves "sadhus," who put ashes
on their body. But by putting on the
ashes, instead of decreasing the ego, they
get more ego because they think that they
are "sadhus" and superior to other people because they have ashes. Instead of
becoming humble, they become egotists
and go and beg from people; and many
times they rebuke people and get upset at
them, saying, "We are sadhus and it is
your duty to give to us when we beg from
you."

Day and night he remains burning
always The illusory garb deludes.
All these religions, these communities,
these outer garbs and everything, are illusions; and day and night they are burning. You know that there are more than
twenty different groups in the Christian
religion, there are more than fifty groups
in the Sikh religion, and there are numerous groups of people in the Hindu religion. You know that each group criticizes
and fights with another group and they
are all burning in the fire of ego.
During the Second World War, Christians killed Christians; and the living example is the war of Iraq and Iran. Both
countries belong to the same religion,
both are Muslim: They believe in the same
Koran, and in the same prophet MOhammed. Still, they are killing each other.
So Guru Amardas says that these religious people have enmity and jealousy in
them. They d o not become pleased looking at the prosperity of other people; they
are envious of others.

Certain ones remain detached living
in the family, die in the Shabd,
and reside in the Naam of the
Lord.
S A N T BANI

There are certain people who give up their
family and homes, go outside, and beg
from others. All their life long they go on
begging and in this way they maintain
themselves. And in the end, they have to
come into this world again to pay back
to all those from whom they begged.
Master Sawan Singh Ji used to say that
you will have to pay back to those from
whom you are accepting things; you may
come back in the form of a camel or any
other animal and pay back to the person
from whom you had accepted things.
O n the other hand, there are certain
people who live in families, maintain their
household, attend to all the responsibilities of the family, and d o the meditation
of Naam. They get liberation while living in their families.
Guru Nanak Sahib says, "If we meet
the Perfect Master, we learn the perfect
teaching; while living and going jolly in
this world, we can get liberation."

Always they remain absorbed in the
pleasure (of God intoxication) and
have fear, affection, and devotion
within.
Those who have love for the Almighty
Lord in their heart, have also fear of God.
Such Satsangis, such dear ones of God,
d o not d o anything that would make bad
karma; not even in a state of forgetfulness d o they do anything with which their
Master or God would become displeased.

The tnanmukh becomes bad through
criticizing, and in his heart the dog
of greed is barking.
After singing the glory of the gurumukhs,
now he comes back to the condition of
the manmukhs. H e says that within the
manmukhs, the dog of greed is barking.
Day and night, they go on thinking, "I
must possess this person's wealth, I must
take over this person's property." Day and
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night they go on thinking about possessing the whole world.
In order to quench his thirst of greed,
he does every just and unjust practice to
collect as much wealth as he can. Many
times he criticizes others. Many times he
goes to the courts. Why does he d o all
these things? So that he may possess, he
may own everything.

The yatna and the Negative Power
never spare him and in the end he
repents.
The Angels of Death, the yamas, never
forgive such people. They always take
them, defaming them.

By the True Shabd one gets true
honor;
Without the Naam no one gets liberation.
By doing the meditation of real Naam, we
get real prestige and real praise. There is
no liberation without doing the meditation of Naam, and we cannot get the
Naam without the perfect Master.

Without Satguru no one gets the
Naam God has made this law.
Guru Amardas Ji Maharaj says, "I am
not saying anything from me. This is the
law made by God: N o one can receive
Naam, within no one can Naam be
manifested, n o one can even come near
Naam without going t o the Master. This
is the law made by the Lord."
But nowadays, the word "Master" or
"Guru" is defamed because everywhere
this name is misused. So I always say that
before going to any Master you should
read about him: whether he has done any
meditation in his past, whether or not he
has sacrificed ten or fifteen years for
meditation. This is a matter of working
hard and experience: it is not a matter of
just talking and becoming the Master.

The sacrifice of Swami Ji Maharaj was
this: when Tulsi Sahib awakened him and
inspired him to d o the devotion of the
Lord, he told the people who owed
money t o him (his family had been in the
banking business) that if they could give
back the money they owed him in three
days, fine; and if they could not give back
the money, that was also fine: He would
not charge any interest, and he would not
ask for the money again. And whatever
he had collected, he spent it all for the
dear ones.
Whatever Baba Sawan Singh Ji was
paid from his job, he used to offer all that
money to Baba Jaimal Singh.
The same was true of Master Kirpal,
and further he had made ~ v i t hhis o\vn
money a very beautiful house in the Beas
Dera, and when his Master Baba Sawan
Singh left the body, he was not attached
to that place, and he did not fight over
the ownership of that house which he
himself had made; he left that place
quietly and went t o the jungle of
Rishikesh to d o his devotion.
In the same way, Baba Bishan Das had
made an ashram with my own honest
earnings, and when his end time came he
told me, "You have come in this world for
spirituality, not for this dera, not for
buildings, and you should not look at this
place nor create any dispute over this
ashram." And villagers where this ashram
was made came to me and told me that
if I did not want to go there, I should appoint someone who would go and live
there. I told them, "No, this is not the
orders of my Master; I cannot d o that."
How can I sing the glory of Master Kirpal? He was so great. H e made me give
up two pieces of land, of which one piece
would be worth five or six hundred thousand rupees, at present - he made me give
up two pieces of land and graciously he
made me leave everything, even the
animals which I had there. Even the tur8

ban which was there, he told me not to
take that. He told me to leave that place
empty-handed. I t was all His grace that
He made me give up all that. He did not
take anything for Himself, arid H e did
not want His children to get attached to
such places either.
We people even go to the courts to fulfill our greed. But this path is not of
greed: this path is of sacrifice. Only the
person who ivants to sacrifice everything,
even his own self, for the Master. can become successful in this Path. The greedy
person cannot become successful on this
Path.

Certuiti ones think, others ucquire
uncl p~.uctices ~ r p e u ~ u t ~po~ weix
~'al
Cestain ones ubsorb r/~e~lisel~'es
III
the Nuam selflessly u17d become
Nirankaris (de~~otees
of the Forrw
less).
In this world some people are in\;ol\,ed in
acquiring supernatural powers. and some
are involved in doing the de\otion of
Naam.

He whom You make Yourself meet
~ ' r t hrealrzes
,
You and / I N S clevotron, affection, and fear
God has kept everything in His hands
about \vhom H e has to make meet \vith
Him and whom He has to keep invol\.ed
in supernatural powers.
Master Sawan Singh Ji used to say that
if a righteous person eats from the earnings of a person who has gotten his earnings with the wrong means. who can call
that person as the righteous one? In the
same way, he used to say that supernatural powers are like the prostitutes and
Saints tell their disciples not to use them.
They tell us to remain happy in the sweet
will of G o d .

One cannot realize Him by bathing
in the holy waters und donciting;
SANT BANI

Certain ones suppress their mindand have to fight with it.

With good fortune and the Shabd of
the Master He is realized.

The ones who are absorbed in the
True Shabd remain one-colored
and they are united with the True
Shabd.

Those who have met the Shabd are
not separated Easily they are united with the Grace.

He Himself creates, He Himself
honors, He Himself unites one
with the Will.
He Himself, residing in the mind,
showers Grace. My Lord has said
SO.
Those who serve the Satguru are the
true beings.
Manmukhs do not know the seva and
are undeveloped.
The Creator Himself creates and
sees A s it pleases Him, so He does.
Age after age there is one True
Giver -

One earns the dirt of egoism and
maya.
Such ones die and take birth in other
forms.
Without serving the Master there is
no liberation.
See this by attaching your attention
to Him.
Whatever pleases You, You will do
that Our efforts will not make anything
happen.
Nanak says, When one gets the
Naam,
One gets honor and respect at the
True Door.

School Notice
The Sant Bani School is very interested in receiving resumes of anyone interested in teaching at a Satsangi School. Unless otherwise requested, copies of all resumes will be forwarded to appropriate people
in Martha's Vineyard, MA, and Ukiah, California (both in the process
of founding a school). Please send as soon as possible to:
Kent Bicknell, Principal
Sant Bani School
RFD #1
Franklin, NH 03235
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A FESTIVAL
OF LIGHT

Impressions of Sant Ajaib Singh's visit
to Sant Bani Ashram,
Sanbornton, New Hampshire,
April 30-May 13, 1984
in words and pictures

The UP1 Interview
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji
like to ask first, what is the
most important part of the teachings of
Sunt Mat? What do you want people to
focus on more than other things?

if we see God within ourselves and if we
see God everywhere in everybody. then it
is possible that we can avoid the destruction toward which the ~vorldis heading.

The most important thing is to improve
one's own self. I want all people, and
that's what I teach, to practice the vegetarian diet; they should improve their own
selves, they should give up bad habits.
And then they should take Initiation, or
learn how t o go within, because God is
within. And we can go within and realize
God only if our outer life is pure and if
our outer conduct is pure. Saints and Mahatmas did not only teach us about being good and living the good life. but they
also help us to become good and to go
within to realize God. And we can d o this
even while living in our religion to which
we belong.

Do you think that the leaders of the
world today, Mr. Reagan, Margaret
Thatcher, and other leaders in the Western world are people following God, or
have they turned away from God? Do
you see them as materialistic or as peo~
ple who are trying to f o l l o ~ tGod?

I

WOULD

Do you think that the world i.s in a
particularly difficult era? Is the state of
the world in a much worse condition than
it has ever been? From m y very humble
knowledge of the Vedic scriptures and so
forth, they say that we are now in a very
bad t i ~ n e -Kali Yuga. How can we rise
out of this, or is there going to be inevitable destruction?

Since I have not met these leaders, I
cannot say anything about them. But it
is written in the holy scriptures that if anyone has done good deeds and a lot of devotion of God in his past lifetime. in the
present lifetime he gets a very high position, like a ruler or a king. And if he does
not continue doing the meditation and devotion of God in the present lifetime after getting that highest position, then God
does not give him another opportunity.

We can avoid the destruction if we follow the teachings which are written in our
holy scriptures. If we improve ourselves,

What do you think about the injustice
in the world? Should people accept the injustices, should they rebel against the injustices? For example, the sitiiatiorz in El
Salvador, where so many people and the
four nuns were killed, and that is yet to
be even brought to trial for the iniu.derers
found. How can people-should people
accept this or should they try to balance
the injustice?

This interview, with Christine Gardner of
the United Press International asking the
quesrions, rook place at the .Master's
House, Sunt Bani Ashram, Sunbornton.
New Hampshire, May 3, 1984.

It all depends on either the government
of the place where there is injustice, or the
people. I t is up to people to decide
whether they want to accept it or rebel.
It differs from place to place and with the
people too.
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So Sunr Mat does not nece.ssurily teuch
that you should pus.sively accept your
life- it's really up to .you to decide?
The principle of Sant Mat is this: don't
be afraid of anybody and don't make
other people afraid. One should not allow oneself to be intimidated by anybody
and one should not intimidate others.

Can you offer a prayer for the people
of the United States?
1 always have good thoughts for the
whole world and I always pray for the
welfare of the whole world, because I d o
not belong to any particular country or
society; this whole world is my home. I
go to places with best wishes and good
thoughts for everywhere I go. Even now
when I have come to America, I have
brought good thoughts and best wishes
for the people of America. That is why
I teach the people to be peaceful, and I
give the message of peace. Saints always
look at the souls, and souls are alike
everywhere. It does not make any difference whether they are European or North
American or South American; they all are
alike. And Saints come into this world
only to give the message to the souls, and
they only look at the souls.

Do you think that radio and television

and movies and all the electronic nledia
interfere with the living of a good life?
It depends on how people take it. But
I will tell you about my own self: I had
never seen any movie; the first movie I
saw was my own movie which people had
made of me, and that was also in here.
[In the house where H e was giving the interview, at Sant Bani Ashram]

So you were your own star! Just one
more thing, I guess. I understand that you
are a farmer. What is your favorite crop
to grow and your favorite season?
I love all weather. I love all crops.
Whatever we can grow over there, I love
them. But you know that I come from a
hot country; the place where I live is
warm and hot, so 1 like that.

Do you have animals?
Yes. We have cows.

But you are vegetarian; there is no killing of the anilnals whatsoever?
No.

Okay. I think that's all I have. Thank
you very much.
Thank you also very much. This is a
precious time when you came here. Thank
you.

Explosion
RUSSELL PERKINS
take the Master's coming
for granted, nor can we afford t o
W
not make the best possible use of it. The
E CANNOT

Master has now, in one body or another,
come here six different times. And for
those of us who have participated in any
of those trips, it is of the utmost importance that we make the best use of it, in
terms of our own peace of mind, our own
growth, our own understanding, and just
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our own bliss and happiness. There's one
little incident that is associated with the
very end, just as Sant Ji left this country,
which I found a kind of parable. I didn't
fully understand it when it happened, but
thinking about it over the last week, it
seemed t o me to sum up exactly what the
Master's coming might do. People differ
of course, and the way H e affects us is
obviously different.
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Just as He was leaving, the grace and
mercy of God was working through the
form of Shiv-Shiv Kapuria, the Air India person who worked so hard to give
Sant Ji good accommodations in New
York, and on His flights-and through
his efforts, although Sant Ji did not fly
Air India on the way out, Air India still
went way out of their way to accommodate Him. They allowed Him to use their
airport facilities even though He wasn't
flying back on their plane, and that gave
Him a very good final hour, in uhich He
was able to eat, relax, and say good-bye
to the people in His party who had accompanied Him, and it was very sweet.
When we reached the T W A terminal,
which Lvas where He was flying from, it
was like a madhouse and they had n o
room for Him. If He had had to stay
there, it would have been a very different final hour, and I was extremely grateful to Air India and to Shiv for working
that out. But also because of Shiv, I was
able to go way past the point where nonpassengers are usually allowed, and accompany Sant Ji right up practically to
the airplane. Shiv went right onto the
plane with them, even though it was not
an Air India plane, and he made sure they
were accommodated well, which was
again very much appreciated by me and
I know by all of us.
I was waiting for Shiv, and as I saw him
coming back, I started to move. You can
imagine what my frame of mind was like
at the time. I was not fully aware o f my
surroundings; I was a little bit out of it.
And as I moved, without realizing it, I
stepped right down hard with my heel on
a woman's foot, who was standing very
near me, but I was totally unaware of her.
I came right down on the toe of her very
delicate shoe with my heel, full weight.
And she let out a yell right next to my ear,
which brought me back fast to where I
was. And I felt really bad. I took her by

the arm and said, "I'm so sorry. I'm so
sorry." What I was thinking was, "My
God, the Master has just left and I'm already doing things like this!" She looked
at me and there were tears in her eyes, and
I could see that she Lvas forgi\,ing me.
That was clear both by the expression on
her face and by what she said, \vhich was.
"Well, would you mind sending for a doctor?" And I just repeated, "I'm so sorry.
I'm really sorry. I really didn't mean to
d o it." I had the Master very much in my
mind, as I was saying that to her. She \vas
quiet for a second. and she looked at me
and said, "Well, you really n o k e me up."
And I again asked her to forgive me, and
I left and went alvay.
Well, the next few days I was thinking
about it, and I was thinking that for many
people, this is the story of the Master's
coming. H e comes to force us, to make
us confront those parts of the reasons for
His coming. He comes out of love, and
He come to bring us happiness. but it is
also very important that n.e confront that
in our selves which is standing in our \Yay.
We have to confront that, or we can't get
around it. So ~ v h e nHe comes, sometimes
He steps on our feet and sometimes hard.
And our first impulse is ~ v h a t ?-"Would
you please send for a doctor?" And then
when we think about it, what is our conclusion? "Well, He really woke us up."
And that is the function of the Guru.
So I think it's important that \ve not allow these times when the Master comesand this also applies to our trips to India,
to the previous tours, to the tour when He
goes to the West Coast next year - whatever we take part in, it cunnor become
part of u routine thing that we do. It is
a n explosion info our lives ~ v h e nthe Master comes, an absolute explosion. He
comes to shake us out of our c o m
plucency. Master Kirpal wrote in The
Crown of Life that we have allowed our
ignorance to grow into a rock too hard
S A N T BANI

i've read this ache
as a simple hunger
and sought to numb the pain
with food and friends
glut of ideas
new busyness
distracting blame
and old reliable sleep
He came into our midst
rinsed us of clotted waste
fed us Himself
through all the golden moments
of a heightened time
each day we feasted
on food He made blessed;
again and again we drank deep
from His quenching eyes;
even through interludes
of the turmoil of change
His love in the air buoyed us
like sailboats upon water
then He left
His eyes softly brushing
the long line of His gazing lovers
in one last cherishing caress
as He moved slowly past and was gone
leaving this ache
this merciful ache
i hope to know now
as inviting emptiness
a charm to discover Him near

Charlotte Darnon
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to be blasted. Yet the Master's job is to
blast that rock. Truly, He only can d o it.
He comes into our lives, and it's an explosion.
The same is true of the India trips.
These are not routine things, you know;
it is not like the visit of anyone else; it's
REAL. If we are in the right frame of mind,
if we are in the right state of receptivity,
then we will be in a state of complete happiness from beginning to end. In other
frames of mind, we can be in a state of
acute distress from beginning to end. But
it doesn't make any difference: The point
is that we are growing, or at least the conditions are being created so that we can
grow. That's the whole point of it. That's
why H e comes. And that's why He tells
us the things He tells us at Satsang, because it's of the utmost importance that
we not remain complacent with where we
are. So I hope that we will be able-in our
daily lives, in our corporate life, and as
a community also - to make the best use
of it from that point of view.
Another thing that was very meaningful to me-and this was a real breakthrough for me in many ways-was a
sense of the Sangat, the community, the
brother- and sister-hood. Often in the
past I have not had this, especially on
tours. And I know that other people also
in our heart of hearts on the bottorn line
tend to see our brothers and sisters as
something to get around or explain away,
in order t o have just us and the Master
one-to-one. Now, on a very real level, we
and the Master are one-to-one, but that
can't be taken away no matter what. And
the fact is that the Sangat is a thing in itself. When Jesus said, "Where two or
three are gathered together in My Name,
I am there"- which was quoted by Master Kirpal in precisely that context as an
explanation of why it's important to go
to Satsang - this is exactly what He was
getting at. Why two or three? Why not

just one? Is H e not there when one person is sitting in His remembrance? H e is.
But there is a difference. The whole is
greater than the sum of its parts. And on
this tour, somehow walking with Him, especially at the Langar, was for me a time
of overwhelming beauty. I don't know
what it was like sitting down, watching
Him, taking part in the singing; that was
not my dharma. My dharma was something else. But for me, walking with him
there, I was just amazed at the beauty of
the assembled Sangat: the love, the cooperation, the discipline, the way the disciples related to the Master: not this time
in a demanding, pushing way, but in a
loving way, in an accepting way. And so
much H e gave! You felt it coming out of
Him in great waves; I know that many
people felt that. And that also is something for which I was personally very
grateful.
There's one other little thing that I observed that not everyone was in a position
to see, which may help us a lot in our use
of this Hall and in our keeping the sweet
remembrance. It concerns the new doorknobs on the Hall - the head and hands
doorknobs. Those were made by a
brother from Martha's Vineyard, named
Richard Iammarino, and they were his
idea. The first time that Sant Ji went into
the Hall I didn't know how H e was going
to react. I went up with Him and I
reached my hand out and put it behind
the head and brought it down, so that it
was obvious what was happening; and the
head, of course, bows. And Sant Ji reacted exactly as though a long beloved
friend had stood there and bowed to Him.
H e responded; H e bowed back. And H e
laughed. And this was at the end of a very
long day, you know. But H e was very
pleased. And every single time we went
in that door - except when the door was
already open or one the final night when
he was not feeling well - every other time
S A S T BANI

He responded in just that way. He never
got tired of it; it was like a game. I put
my hand behind the knob and pulled it
down, and He responded exactly as if it
was a brand new thing that had never
happened before. And on the secorid o r
third day He said to me, "This is very
good," pointing to the doorknob.
I t was as though the building itself was
greeting Him before He came into the
Satsang. It was extremely appropriate. It
was also very funny, and on all levels H e
appreciated it, and H e responded. And
you know, I can never use those doorknobs without remembering His beautiful response to them. That was one of the
sweetest things of the whole stay for me,
that repeated thing, morning and night,
greeting the doorknob and laughing. And
I think there was a message in it. If we
come into the hall through the new door

and remember, the hall will also be greeting us, will it not? Just the way it greeted
the Master. And we can also respond. If
we can d o it each time we come in the
door, we won't just come barging in like
we were going any other place. We will
be coming in to the Master's place, and
we will be having the sweet remembrance
of Him, even as we come in through the
door. I think it's a very sweet thing and
just one little extra gift that He gave us.

Some of us have been on the Path for
many, many years now; others are brand
new. It doesn't matter. Sooner or later we
nus st make use of what H e has given us.
We will be the gainers, no one else. It's
nothing that we have t o d o for anyone
other than our own selves. But thank God
H e keeps giving us the opportunity.

The Fragrance of Rajasthan
JACK DOKUS
a wonderful experience! It was
sort of a cosmic family reunion between spritual brothers and sisters, and
"group mates" with whom we've gone to
India, all gathered in the name of our Father.
At the tour's end, when Sant Ji's van
turned down the road, and we were left
to ourselves, there was mixed with our
sadness at His leaving, a kind of satisfaction. The Master wanted discipline, and
by and large we sustained it to the very
end of His stay. Many expressed how
much they received from Sant Ji, and how
much it meant to have everyone behave
so well.
But why should we even think to mentlon it? Shouldn't exemplary behavior be
expected at the feet of the Guru? After
all, the words "discipline" and "disciple"
have the same root, and one should ex-
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pect them t o go hand in hand. Yet what
have we experienced in the past?*
I must say that I qualify among the
worst offenders regarding improper behavior in the presence of the Guru and his

* EDITOR'SNOTE: It has come to m y
knowledge over the years- and this is not
son~ethingI think that I could have understood, or that anyone could understand, on the basis of one ot. two encounters with the Master- but over the
long run I have come to learn that the
Master allows many things rlzat He does
not really like, in the ultimate sense, in
order to bring people along at their o\z3n
pace. Many rhings that were acceptable
in 35 and '63 wese nor in '72, atid so
forth. The sort of thing rhur Jack is writing about here is one of those things that
is along this line.

sangat. It is from this point of view that
I appreciated the harmony and cohesive
atmosphere during the Master's stay.
During past tours, I found myself falling
in with the "darshan dogs," running with
the pack, ever on the prowl, looking to
grab whatever I could.
Perhaps one might understand that it
happens, but still, it shouldn't.
Not only is it questionable what this
kind of behavior will gain for ourselves,
but God knows how much it may spoil
for others. Running, climbing, and shoving after the Master is not only a poor example in itself, but it can cause conflict
within fellow satsangis. Those sitting with
respect and love before the Master comes
and after He leaves, may doubt that they
are doing the right thing, and be swept up
in the commotion.
Before Sant Ji's arrival, Russell made
everyone aware of the code of behavior
expected, and clearly - if not strongly expressed that it was going t o stick. I
received this unhappily, as I thought it
would result in all of us getting less.
Sometimes it's great t o be wrong.
Limiting our zeal to perhaps going t o
the hall window to see Him pass, or at
lunch, quickly standing to snap a picture,
then sitting right down, seemed within acceptable limits. There was so much less
tension without all the cameras up front,
and without the dash to the satsang hall
door, in hopes of following Him back toward His house.
The character of those last tours was
different from being with Sant Ji in India. But not so this time. Master seemed
so much in control, and on His home
ground. It was as though H e came and
brought 16 P S with Him. The feeling was
strong. Walking o n the Ashram in the
early morning hours, one thought the
very fragrance of the night was as sweet
as Rajasthan.
We could d o as much of the schedule
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as we wished, since our basic needs were
all looked after. The food was blessed every day by Sant Ji. Accommodations for
meditation and Satsang were great. There
was seva enough to occupy everyone. The
Rajasthan experience was available to any
degree that one wished. Over there, we
learn to be content with what He gives us;
that concept was remembered here.
In the past, the way some of us took
advantage of His presence on tour, was
really taking advantage of our less aggressive brothers and sisters. This time He was
free of us running all around Him, trying again and again, hit o r miss, for that
special glance. Well, we let Him d o the
firing this round, and all that I can say
is, He's the better marksman. Like sitting
ducks, He picked us off, one by one. I
don't think anyone felt denied their fair
share of the Master.
With a variety of people doing seva, it
was easier to obtain a balanced point of
view, because one never knew when the
job of bridge or hall guard might be theirs
next. Honoring the hall door guard was
easier, knowing the responsibility might
be yours tomorrow. This went a long way
t o insure our showing self-restraint.
The next t o last scheduled Satsang was
powerful, and we all looked forward to
the last one with great anticipation. That
last night, after the darshan, Sant Ji, in
a weak, hoarse voice, apologized for not
properly being able t o d o the seva, and
give Satsang. It was difficult to witness
this, and when H e proceeded with the talk
as if nothing was wrong, it was heartbreaking. Pappu asked him t o stop, thank
God, and during the darshan that followed, I couldn't help but be thankful for
the respect and discipline that H e was
given. This made it a little easier to bear.
The disciple's capacity t o take is infinitely smaller than the Guru's capacity
to give. Countless times have I limited His
grace by trying to trick or maneuver my-

self into something, rather than letting go,
and receiving within His will. It was nice
being spared that empty, sheepish feeling
that comes when we try for something extra and fail.
In 1977, and again in 1980, there was
a thunder of feet, as we stampeded toward the little bridge leading toward His
house. I remember running around and
through my brothers and sisters in faith,
seeking the "best" position for darshan,
perhaps pushing into the desired spot,
only t o have Sant Ji linger with the soul
to one side of me, blankly pass me over,
and gaze penetratingly into the eyes on the
other side of me. Such things make the
warmth received at Satsang dip a degree
or two, and whose fault is it?
I've tried taking pictures in every way
conceivable: kneeling, standing on things,
moving, and waiting in ambush. I've always tried to take pictures, and never
thought to let go, and allow Him t o give
me one. In 1983 I was in Rajasthan for
the second time. At the end of the private
interview, I asked Pappu to take a picture. He snapped the picture with Sant Ji
looking into the camera, and I looking at
Him. After the click of the camera, Sant
Ji turned to say good-by. H e gave a wonderful darshan, and somehow our hands
clasped. I left the interview and descended
those stairs very happy and content with
all that I had received. Later, when the
slides were developed, among them was
a shot of that moment when our hands
were joined. I never realized a second picture was snapped. I accept that picture as
both a gift, and a lesson. It could never
have been staged or set up in any way. I
understand that I took too much for
granted regarding any kind of picture taking of the Master. The ego may defer t o

Him in all things spiritual, but assumes
complete superiority regarding the reflex
lens.
Master Kirpal took me on this Path in
1968, and from then until now, I've gone
from being timid around the Master, to
bold, and a few stages in between. Looking back, I've always found the best to be
what H e gave freely.
O n my first India trip, I found myself
going to Bombay-an extra week with
Sant Ji that was unexpected until we
reached Delhi. I regarded that first Bombay tour as special, and wondered why I
was part of it. After months of wondering, the answer came: it was my turn.
Honestly, I think it's that simple. Everyone receives their fair share sooner or
later. Every satsangi that I've ever met,
who has been on the Path more than a
short time, always has his or her story of
something unusual from the Master.
Well, why not? Who is not special? With
whom is H e not gracious? It may be best
not to tax Him by trying t o push it, before the time is right. Being patient, our
turn comes, and we get the "good stuff"
which we think we're missing. but feel
others are getting in abundance.
By holding together in respect when
we're with Him, there is no "favored"
group or anyone left out. We're all special then. It feels like that. We share Him,
and one another. Then it's a good feeling
to have all the other souls there. Discipline makes us family, rather than rivals
for His darshan.
Everyone noticed how Sant Ji's body
looks so much older than His years would
indicate. Perhaps behaving as we did on
this last tour is a way to keep Him with
us longer. Whatever the Will of God, it
couldn't hurt.

SANT BANI

Greeting the sangar ar the noon meal. More rhan a rhousand dear
orles were served tnost a v s . OPPOSITE: Final farewell as H e leaves [he ealing area.

ABOVE A N D BE LOW:

A Crack in the Door
DASA HOFFMANN

Keep the Word of the Guru in thy
mind!
Remembering the Name all anxiety
departs.
ITTING in a very quiet school library,
thumbing through the Adi Granth
Sahib, these words spoke to me. Master
has so many ways of reminding us. A few
simple words, but how profound when
you ponder their meaning, remembering
the Name.
Sant Ji has been gone two days now.
But in a very real way He hasn't gone anywhere. This is one thing that has been
shown to me. That Power we call the
Almighty Lord or God is all pervading.
Of course, there's no underrating the
physical presence, for without it we would
be utterly lost.
What I mean to say is that we understand or think we understand so much;
we've read the books, perhaps so many
times. We've discussed the Path among
brothers and sisters and others who follow different ways. We attend Satsang.
In short, we believe we have a handle on
it. Then, wham-o, Sant Ji opens the door
just a crack and shows you just a little,
and it makes everything else seem so infinitesimal, so little. So humble. Maybe
this is the meaning of humility. The more
you experience of the spirit the humbler
you become. I guess what I want to say
is that the Unseen Power is always there,
within and without. When a being like us,
in our form, becomes one with that
Almighty God and manifests that Power
and sits in front of us, it is so miraculous,
so awesome, that no words can define it.
After Master left, within an hour or
two the Ashram was empty. A silence
descended; it grew very quiet. I walked
around for awhile a little bewildered. So
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much activity. Now silence. I found myself sitting in the meditation hall in front
of the dais. It was a refuge; to sit in that
spacious beautiful hall meditating was my
shelter.
It's Tuesday morning; in another few
hours I'll be leaving for Boston to catch
a flight back to California. The person
driving me to Tilton laughingly said,
"You are the last one to go." I wonder
what that means. 1 look over the whole
sequence of events strung out through the
last two weeks of Master's visit. So much
has happened. A passage in a book about
Baba Sawan said, "In the company of the
Master there is no time." Exactly, I
thought. No time. Time has no standing.
Time's other name is Kal. Time seems to
be eclipsed and the boundaries of our every day perceptual world seem to expand
beyond time and space.
I had read several times in the magazine about people visiting Sant Ji in
Rajasthan and there referring to it as
"spiritual bootcamp." I came to understand the meaning of this term within the
first two or three days. It became harder
to get up in the morning, not easier.
Meditation became a tremendous struggle. The third or fourth morning I decided to get there early and sit close
up to the dais and Sant Ji. He put us into
meditation, and I experienced the most
intense one-hour sitting of my life. My
mind literally screamed to break out.
At one point I wanted to run out of the
Hall into the (what I thought was) free
air. The thoughts coursing through my
mind were grotesque, filthy, beastly, and
downright degrading. I felt like I was
wading through garbage and filth. I could
actually smell the odor of a cesspool.
Every joint ached then became extremely painful. After 45 minutes of this I

didn't think I could s!ancl any more; it
was h c e r torture. Then I started feeling
nausea. My body broke out in a cold
s w a t . I've never opened my eyes o r
moved in front of Sant Ji; now I did both.
Throwing open the blanket I had wrapped
around me. I moved my legs and opened
my eyes. He was looking in my direction
and immediately looked away. I resumed
sitting, closing my eyes for the remainder
of the time left, which at the time I
luckily thought was only five or ten
minutes.
Instead of running away from the Ashram, which I would never even consider,
I started applying myself more and more
to the Path. When the bell rang at three
a.m. I go: up. I sat for hours each day,
did Simran and seva. 1 kept seeing a mental image of myself with a strong hickory
switch, and every time my mind would act
up I gave i t a good beating. If I got
drowsy 1 would go outside and splash
cold \vater in my face. A few weeks previous I would never have thought that I
could sit anywhere continuously for five
or six hours. Meditation was Ivork. Simran was work. All of His satsangs seemed
to me to be stern. No fooling around, this
is the real thing. the honeymoon is over.
apply yourself, fight the mind, you can
d o it. When that brother stood up in front
of the sangat and made the confession,

I wondered if he knew he was speaking
for more than jubt himself.
The struggle went on; it did become
smoother. The mind still threw u p its
store of mental images but they seemed
to have lost their power. They were no
longer s o important or alluring. Toward
the end of Master's visit my meditations
became very fruitful, very beautiful and
peaceful. This was a tremendous incentive to go on with i t . Another thing that
seems of utmost importance is our love
for God, our love for the Master, which
is reciprocal.
During most of the visit, I became a
soldier. But when the end was nearing and
there were just a few days left, I started
praying, "Master, don't let me remain
dry. Let my love spill out through my
eyes." The last few satsangs my heart was
so full that i t brimmed over in a quiet
weeping. I thanked Him a million times.
Everything was in His hands. He knows
everything; He always did.
Well, it's only a couple hours now before my bus leaves. One last time 1'11 sit
in that beautiful Hall, in His shelter. And
I'll ask Him in all humility t o help me in
this coming year s o that the next time I
see Him, through His grace 1'11 have the
receptivity t o receive even more of that
treasure which H e is safeguarding for
each of us, His dear ones.

Farewell to Sant Bani Ashram
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji
like to thank all the dear ones
for all their cooperation and discipline
maintained during this visit. I am very
much impressed by the discipline of the
dear ones and of the children. I hope that
in the future also you will maintain such
discipline, because if this discipline had
not been maintained it would have been
difficult for many dear ones to come
closer to me. I am very pleased with all
your patience. Patience gains all. Because
of the discipline and the patience of the
dear ones I was able to serve them more,
and as you all know every day I was able
to visit the langar and could spend maximum time with all of you over there. Also
I would like to thank the dear ones who
did not write me letters during this tour.
I had requested this and I am very pleased
that almost all - ninety percent of the dear
ones - accepted this request and did not
write. Some people did write letters and
I hope that they will remember my request
during the next visit and will not write me
during that tour, because it is difficult for
me to answer letters since we have so
many interviews and a lot of other activities going on.
I hope that whatever you have learned
during the stay here, you will follow it and
live up to it. Saints come into this world
to create the desire, yearning and devotion for Almighty Lord. If we could
maintain the love we have now, we can
easily get liberation and we can easily realize God. Kabir Sahib has said, "If the love
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This was the last talk of the 1984 visit,
given at the farewell darshan, May 13,
1984.
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which the dear one has in the beginning
is maintained, what to say about his own
liberation, he can liberate millions of
other souls." Master Sawan Singh Ji also
said, "If you can't meditate enough, just
maintain remembrance and love for the
Master so that when you leave this world
you can go to the place from where Master comes, being attached to His love."
So I hope that you will maintain love,
yearning and devotion for Almighty Lord
and for your Master. In order to do the
devotion of God we need to maintain purity of mind and body. When our body
is pure our mind becomes purer, and
when our mind is purer our soul becomes
pure and easily gets attached to Shabd.
Satsang is the best way of maintaining
remembrance and purity. It is only through
the Satsangs that we can know about our
failings and shortcomings and get the
strength to fight our mind. So I hope that
all of you will attend Satsang regularly.
Those who do not have Satsangs nearby the place where they live, they can
meditate on their own and read the books
to fill up the lack of Satsang. Satsang is
the protective hedge for meditation. Master Kirpal used to say, "You should give
up hundreds of works in order to attend
the Satsangs, and should give up thousands of works to meditate."
Many dear ones who came to see me
in the interviews told me that since my last
tour they did not meditate enough or they
stopped going to Satsang and wasted their
time and now they regret it and want to
start again. That is not a good thing. I
came here from so far to help you remember Master Kirpal and help you do the de-

votion of Almighty Lord. I don't come
here for any sightseeing or anything like
that, so I hope that the dear ones will remain faithful to the Master and will live
up to His teachings, and even after I go
you will maintain the same spirit and love
and desire for Satsang and for your meditation. Don't become a toy in the hands
of your mind. I f you will let your mind
play tricks with you, he will always keep
you confused. So be brave and with all
your strength and courage d o your Bhajan and Simran and keep your lives pure.

I would like to thank Russell Perkins
for his cooperation and service, and also
I would like to thank all the dear sevadars at the ashram, all the ashramites and
all the other dear ones, those who came
here much before my tour and helped in
making this hall and did all of the sevas.
And also I am grateful to the audio and
the video people and especially to the
photographers who maintained a unique
kind of discipline so that I was not
bothered by any of them.
So thank you, once again.

S~7nI Ji bl~.ssespcu-shad (rfler /his talk, Suncla.~,May 13, 1984.
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