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The Masters Never Leave 
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji 

0 Master, show me Your form. 
You have taken this form (physical) 
- which is full of good qualities- 
for liberating the souls. 

0 NCE A disciple prayed to his Mas- 
ter, Swami Ji Maharaj, "0 Mas- 

ter, make me have the darshan of the 
form of Your Shabd, because I have 
heard of the very high glory of It." This 
physical form is made up of five elements. 
The physical body of the Master is not go- 
ing to last forever, and neither is the body 
of the disciple. The real form of the 
Master is the Shabd and the real form of 
the disciple is the soul. Even though that 
Shabd is within everybody, still the 
thieves are robbing and the murderers are 
murdering. They do all these things 
because they have not met that form of 
the Shabd which is manifesting in the 
physical body. Unless we see the physical 
manifestation of that Shabd, we cannot 
reach the inner Shabd which is within us. 

Whenever God wants to liberate the 
souls, He comes in the form of the human 
being. We can say that He puts His skill, 
or His power, within some human being 
to liberate the souls. But Master is not an 
ordinary human being: He is not only 
man, He is more than man. An illiterate 
one is called "man" and an educated one 
is also called "man"; but there is a big dif- 
ference in the qualifications. In the same 
way, even though the Master comes in the 
human body, He is higher than man. In 
fact He is sent by God to this world to 

This Satsang, on a hymn from the Sar 
Bachan, was given at Sant Bani Ashram, 
Rajasthan, on December 4, 1980. 
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release us from the prison of this world; 
He is sent into this world by the will of 
God. 

If you collected millions of physical 
suns and moons, still they could not com- 
pete with one hair of the Sat Naam, the 
Sat Purush. So if the Almighty God were 
to come in His own form into this world, 
no one would be able to  look at Him. 

So that is why God puts His power 
within some human being- because we 
are men, and only a man can teach us. 
Kabir Sahib says, "God takes up the body 
of the Sadh and comes into this world." 
He says that whenever God wants to 
manifest in this world, He takes up the 
body of some Mahatma. Guru Nanak 
said, "The creator Himself is manifested 
in the Master." Kabir Sahib says, "My 
Beloved is very humble even though he 
is Almighty. He is called by the name 
Saint ." 

That is why the disciple says here, "Oh 
Master, this is Your physical form; You 
should make me see that form which is 
the form of Shabd." 

Your Form is inaccessible and limit- 
less, 

Now show me that. 

Now he says, "Oh Master, You are 
Almighty, you are inaccessible, You are 
limitless. Kindly and graciously make me 
have the darshan of that form. I love the 
physical Form also, because if I had not 
got the physical form, then I would never 
have been able to  reach the inner Form." 

Guru Nanak says, "Even after looking 
at the physical form of my Master, still 
I will not be content." 



Seeing your Form I will become glad. 
Give me the donation of fearlessr~ess. 

Now the disciple says, "If I may have the 
darshan of your limitless, inaccessible In- 
ner Form, I will become fearless and I will 
not be afraid of any Negative Power or 
anything else." 

This form (physical) is also dear to 
me. 

By this explain to me the other. 

Now he says, "The physical form is very 
dear to me, because in this form You can 
explain to me Your other form." God 
Himself comes in the human body and ex- 
plains to us: "I am sitting within you in 
this form. You can come within and meet 
me there in this form." There is no dif- 
ference between the outer form and the 
inner form of the Master: whatever work 
the outer form of the Master is doing, the 
inner form is very well aware of that; and 
whatever the inner form is doing the outer 
form knows that very well. 

Without this form (physical) the 
work will not be done; 

How can I find the other one? 

Until God takes up the human body and 
comes on this physical plane, we cannot 
recognize Him; we cannot understand the 
Shabd. In every age God has come in this 
world in the human form, and He will 
continue to come in this world in the 
future also. This Path has never stopped 
and never will it be stopped. If God were 
to come in the form of the angels and 
gods, we would never have been able to 
see Him. If He had kept His power within 
the bodies of animals, such as cows and 
buffaloes, then we would never have been 
able to understand them. That is why He 
comes in the human form, so that He can 
explain to us the way of going back to 
Him. That is why the physical form of the 
Master is so very important. 
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That is why this has a great im- 
portance; 

But make me  find the Other One 
also. 

Now again and again the disciple is say- 
ing, "The physical form is very important 
to me, but in my heart I have the real 
longing to see the other form of the 
Master also." As the elephants have dif- 
ferent teeth for eating and for showing, 
in the same way, Master Saints work in 
this world. Even though within Them- 
selves They are one with God, and They 
have manifested that God, still, if you go 
to Them and ask Them, "Are you God?" 
they will never say, "Yes, we are God," 
or "God is manifested within us." They 
always say, "We are come here only to do 
service to you; we are your sevadars." If 
the worldly people had recognized the 
Master's form outside, do you think they 
would have crucified Christ? Do you 
think they would have imprisoned Guru 
Nanak and forced him to grind the wheat 
flour? Mahatma Swami Ji Maharaj, 
whose bani we are reading now, was also 
given a very hard time by the people. If 
people had recognized that God was 
manifested within the Masters, they 
would never have done all this. 

An initiate of Baba Jaimal Singh who 
lived in the village of Bhalsarai came to 
Baba Ji and told Him that one Saint 
named Karam Singh had announced 
seven days before he left the body that he 
was going to leave. Baba Jaimal Singh 
replied that that Mahatma had so much 
power he could have announced his 
departure seven years before he left. Then 
Baba Jaimal Singh said, "I came into this 
world many times with many great 
Mahatmas. I came with Kabir, and many 
others, but now my mission is completed. 
Now I don't have a year to live in this 
world, I don't even have months - I have 
just a few days left." 
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You always have that Form with 
which you awaken the Souls. 

Now the disciple says, "Oh Master, You 
always remain in the form of the Shabd. 
You have taken up this physical form 
only to explain to the people and to give 
them initiation into the Naam. You have 
taken up this form only to hold Satsang 
and remove the doubts of the people. 
Otherwise you always remain in the form 
of the Shabd." 

I have heard this secret from You. 
Daily, I sing the Path of Surat 

Shabda. 

Now the disciple says, "Master, I have 
heard from You that I too have some 
form other than this physical one, and 
that I too have some mission different 
from the mission of the world. Therefore 
you should show me Your Other Form. 
The secret of Surat Shabd, which you tell 
to people - graciously teach me also that 
Path." 

When the siddhas, who were sages and 
seers, asked Guru Nanak what was the 
easiest way of crossing the ocean, Guru 
Nanak replied simply that the lotus lives 
on the surface of the water, unaffected 
by it; and as the water fowl lives in the 
water, but when it flies it flies with dry 
wings, in the same way, by practicing the 
Path of the Surat Shabd, we can easily 
cross this ocean of the world. 

The Shabd form, which You have- 
Let me take my soul into that also. 

Now the disciple says, "Oh Master, please 
take my soul into your real Form, the 
Form of the Shabd." 

I remain afraid of death and pain: 
Making me fearless, free me. 

Now the disciple says, "Master, why do 
I want to see Your Shabd form? I want 
to see Your Shabd form because I am 
always afraid of death." We know that 
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when our death comes, at that time our 
own power cannot help us; our relatives 
cannot help us; not even our wealth, our 
body, or our sons and daughters can help 
us. None of the things that we have col- 
lected in this world come to our rescue 
when our death comes. 

Mahatmas make us understand that 
when anybody is dying, even though the 
family members may be sitting around 
him, still they don't know from which 
direction the Angel of Death comes and 
takes the soul of the dying person. When 
they don't even know the direction from 
which the Angel of Death comes, how can 
we expect them to help us? 

Kabir Sahib says, "Even if you have 
soldiers all around you, they will just 
stand there without helping you. They will 
not even know from which direction the 
terrible Kal came and took the soul 
away." I was in the army when the King 
of Kapultala left the body. There were 
many soldiers guarding him, but when his 
time came nobody knew from which side 
Kal came and took him. You see, there 
were so many soldiers with guns and am- 
munition, but it was all useless - nobody 
could help that King at that critical 
moment. 

The moment of death is very painful, 
because nobody can help us; we cannot 
even do anything to help ourselves. If 
anyone can help us in that moment, we 
will call him our real friend, our true 
friend. At that time, we are helped by our 
Master who has given us Initiation. He 
definitely comes and helps us. 

Guru Nanak says, "Break your rela- 
tions with the false ones and have a rela- 
tionship with the true ones. Make friends 
with the Saints, because They will not 
leave you even when you leave this world, 
whereas worldly friends may leave you 
even when you are in the body. Call them 
your friends who accompany you every- 
where. They are the only true friends who 
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help you at the place where your accounts 
are to be settled." 

Even if those who are given Initiation 
into Naam leave the Masters, the Masters 
never leave them. 

There is one famous story in the Sikh 
history, when Guru Gobind Singh had to 
fight with the Moghul army because they 
were doing many bad things and the 
religion was in danger. He had to fight 
with them for a long period of time, so 
some disciples became restless and they 
came to the Master and said, "We don't 
want to continue this fight, and we do not 
want to follow you anymore because you 
are always fighting with people. We are 
not your disciples." So Guru Gobind 
Singh replied, "Well, that is up to you. 
If you don't want to remain my disciples, 
it is okay, but I will never say that you 
are not my disciples." He said, "If you 
want to leave me you should say in 
writing, 'From today we are not your 
disciples.' " So forty disciples frorn one 
area in the Punjab wrote that paper and 
then returned to their homes. When they 
arrived, their wives and children asked 
them how the Master was. But when they 
told them that they had left the Master 
forever, the wives became very upset at 
them and told them to wear their clothes 
and do the house hold work. They said, 
"You remain in the homes in our place, 
and we will go in your place and fight 
with the Moghul army." 

When those disciples realized their 
mistake, they at once went back to Guru 
Gobind Singh. But before they could join 
the Master, most of them were killed in 
the battlefield: They were attacked by the 
Moghul army along the way. Two of 
them, Bhai Maha Singh and Bago , were 
still alive. Guru Gobind Singh was seeing 
all this, so He himself came to the bat- 
tlefield. He loved everyone - all those 
who had left the body -and at the end he 

came to the two who were left alive. And 
he asked Bhai Maha Singh, "Do you have 
any desire of the world?" Maha Singh 
replied, "No Master, I have no desire 
except this - that you should destroy that 
paper of disagreement that I wrote." Guru 
Gobind Singh replied, "Don't bother 
about that. Ask for anything else if you 
have any desire or you want anything in 
the world." But Bhai Maha Singh replied, 
"No, Master. I don't want anything 
else - just that the relation which I broke 
should again be joined." Because Guru 
Gobind Singh had had to leave his home 
in Anandpur, he was not able to bring 
anything from there; but he didn't forget 
to bring that paper. 

He said, "Look here, Maha Singh, I 
didn't write on this paper that I am not 
your Master. You wrote that you are not 
my disciples, but do you see written 
anywhere that I am not your Master?" 

So the meaning of this story is that no 
matter if the disciple, after taking Initia- 
tion, leaves the Master, the Master does 
not leave him. Since He has given him In- 
itiation, and He has to maintain His 
reputation of taking the soul back to the 
real Home, He never leaves the disciple 
until He takes him back. 

0 Merciful to the poor ones, and 
sympathizer of the souls- 

0 Radhasoami, make my work 
done. 

Now the disciple prays, "Oh Master, you 
can see the pain of the disciple, and You 
always come to help him. You have not 
come for any one religion or any one na- 
tion in this world. You have come for 
everyone, so please shower grace on me. 
You come in this world as the benefactor 
of all the souls, so pay no attention to the 
deeds, the faults I have done- forgetting 
that, please come and shower grace on 
me." 
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The Visits of the Magi and the Tempter 
the sixth in a series of commentaries on the Gospels 

RUSSELL PERKINS 

AST TIME we saw that the Old Test- L ament contains within it both the 
Positive and Negative traditions. The 
tradition of the higher teachings of the 
Positive Power is there, but is over- 
whelmed in its present form by the tradi- 
tion of the Negative Power which was 
added later. 

We saw that the higher tradition, the 
prophetic tradition, as exemplified by the 
long series of prophets and holy men who 
appeared to  the nation of Israel over a 
period of 1500 years or so, eventually, 
after the final editing of the Bible from 
the point of view of the Negative Power, 
went underground, became the teaching 
of the Essenes, and developed into an 
esoteric or secret teaching. The Essenes' 
system, however, is the continuation of 
the prophetic tradition with whatever 
modifications are necessary for going 
underground. We saw also that John the 
Baptist and Jesus represented the bursting 
forth into the public eye of that tradition. 
They were reviving it publicly and once 
again proclaiming the teaching of the 
True Father - the same teachings as had 
been proclaimed by their spiritual 
ancestors, the prophets. 

Now I want to return to the New Testa- 
ment and take two stories from the early 
part of the Gospel of St. Matthew, and 
comment on them from the point of view 
of Sant Mat. 

The first is the Birth Story. Primarily 
I want to draw attention to the visit of the 
Magi. Of course the story of the virgin 
birth of Jesus is not improbable. We 
know that similar stories have been told 
of many Masters. Buddha and Kabir, as 
well as a number of others, were born in 
decidedly unusual ways by ordinary stan- 
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dards, and there is no reason to think that 
Jesus' birth may not be also. It does not 
matter much, though; since many Masters 
were also born in a usual way it does not 
prove anything. The Koran also pro- 
claims the virgin birth of Jesus, and it 
doesn't really have any reason to except 
that apparently Mohammed believed in it 
and thought that it was true. 

Matthew tells this story, which is 
significant in a number of ways: 

Now when Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold there came 
wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 

Saying, Where is he that is born King 
of the Jews? for we have seen his star 
in the east, and are come to worship 
him. 

MATTHEW 2: 1-2 

First of all the words "wise men": in the 
original Greek the word is Magi. For 
some reason modern editors of the Bible 
are very reluctant to use that word 
without translation, and yet it is not a 
Greek word: it is a Persian word and 
ought to be preserved intact. English 
translations with very few exceptions* do 
not like to use that word. I suppose one 
of the reasons might be that Magi is a very 
specific term with specific connotations. 
The Magi were Zoroastrians, for one 
thing, and they were from Persia; and 
while they are often referred to as priests, 
in fact they were closer to  being yogis: 
they were masters of esoteric knowledge. 
Among other things, they knew and stud- 

* Exceptions include the Anchor Bible, Vo1.26 (Mat- 
thew), pp. 11-19; The Authentic New Testament, 
(Hugh Schonfield, trans.), pp.89-90; and George M. 
Lamsa's translation from the Aramaic. 



ied astrology. The "star in the eastn- 
better translated as "the star as it was 
rising"* most likely means an unusual 
astrological configuration, which the 
Magi realized meant that a Master was be- 
ing born- so they journeyed hundreds of 
miles westward in order to meet Him, 
even though He was being born into a dif- 
ferent religious tradition from their own. 
This, of course, is normal in Sant Mat 
where holy men of one religious tradition 
will bow down in reverence before one of 
another. 

The word "magic," of course comes 
from the word Magi. Magic was people's 
understanding of what it was that the 
magi did. It came to be used eventually 
for any wonderworking, sorcery, '"lack 
magic," and so forth. In the beginning it 
simply meant supernatural power, the 
kind of things that yogis can do. 

The Magi's interest in Jesus and the 
way they found out about Him is in- 
teresting, partly because it demonstrates 
the truth of a large part of the esoteric 
tradition which the Masters don't bother 
with much. It is true that they don't 
recommend, for example, astrology to 
their disciples; They emphatically don't 
recommend it, but that is not because 
They say that astrology is fake or not 
true. Master Kirpal Singh's words are very 
clear: 

"The astrology is a regular science but 
few there are who are really conversant 
with it. This requires a clear mind vision. 
Moreover, it affects those who are under 
the influence of the stars; but those who 
transcend the starry sky, or are taken 
under the care of the Masters who trans- 
cend the starry sky, the predictions in 
their cases do not stand correct."** 

Palmistry also is not recommended by the 

* See The Anchor Bible, Matthew, pp 11-12. 
**Sat Sandesh, Vol. 3 ,  No. 8 (August 1970), p. 25. 

Masters for similar reasons; still most 
Masters do have the lotus mark on their 
foot and other signs which indicate that 
palmistry is based on fact. The same con- 
siderations apply here. 

And when they were come into the 
house, they saw the young child with 
Mary his mother, and fell down and wor- 
shipped him: and when they had opened 
their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, myrrh. 

MATTHEW 2: 11 

There are several things to note in that 
verse. One is that there is no reason to 
suppose that there were just three Magi. 
There were three gifts, and I suppose the 
tradition grew up that there was one 
Magus for each gift, but that is an 
assumption that is not found in the story 
itself. The number is never mentioned. 
Also, there is no indication that they were 
kings. That is another tradition that grew 
up: that they were kings of various orien- 
tal countries. In fact, if they were magi 
they were almost certainly not kings. The 
third thing is a very interesting point: the 
gifts that the Magi gave Him-gold, 
frankincense and myrrh - can be under- 
stood as gifts to the Baby Messiah. Or if 
we realize the fact that all three gifts were 
used in the trade of being a magus (that 
is, that they had their place as part of the 
day to day work of a magus) then we may 
conclude (as at least one commentator has 
done*) that they were giving over the tools 
of their trade to a higher power; they were 
renouncing them, submerging them into 
what they recognized was a truer and 
higher thing. 

* * * 
Several weeks ago we spent quite a bit of 
time considering the ministry of John the 
Baptist, the mystery of the baptism of 
Jesus and the fact that that was, in fact, 
His initiation; and that baptism was an 
* The Anchor Bible, Matthew, p .13 .  
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outer symbol of the inner initiation that 
both John and Jesus were doing." 

Now I want to  take up the story of 
Jesus's temptation, which happened im- 
mediately after His initiation. This is how 
Matthew tells it; the same story is told in 
different ways in Mark and Luke also. 
Mark tells a very brief form, just one 
verse; Luke gives it a slightly different 
twist. But Matthew's version appears to 
be as authentic as any. 

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit in- 
to the wilderness to be tempted of the 
devil. 

And when he had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, he was afterward an 
hungered. 

And when the tempter came to him, he 
said, If thou be the Son of God, com- 
mand that these stones be made bread. 

But he answered and said, It is written, 
man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of God. 

Then the devil taketh him up into the 
holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle 
of the temple. 

And saith unto him, If thou be the son 
of God, cast thyself down: for it is writ- 
ten, He shall give his angels charge con- 
cerning thee: and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against any stone. 

Jesus said unto him, It is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

Again the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them; 

And saith unto him, All these things 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worship me. 

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 

* See Kirpal Singh, Naam or Word, p.173. 

worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. 

Then the devil leaveth him, and, 
behold, angels came and ministered un- 
to him. MATTHEW 4: 1-1 1 

This story is followed in the fourth 
chapter by the reference to John, who was 
Jesus' guru, being cast into prison - which 
marked the beginning of Jesus' public 
ministry. So this account that we have just 
read represents His discipleship. It was 
not necessarily exactly forty days and for- 
ty nights. That is the same period, you 
will recall, that it rained at the time of the 
flood; and there are a number of incidents 
throughout the Old Testament that are 
said to have taken forty days and forty 
nights. It is a symbolic figure. 

In Mark 1: 12, in the parallel account, 
instead of saying that Jesus was "led up 
of the spirit into the wilderness," it says 
that "The Spirit driveth him into the 
wilderness" - an interesting variant that is 
unquestionably the older reading. Mat- 
thew has softened that to conform with 
his own understanding of what Jesus's 
relationship with the Spirit was. But the 
sense of the Masters being bound and 
under God's orders is present more vividly 
in the "driven" phrasing. 

The phrase "to be tempted of the devil" 
can be misleading. We do not have here 
the traditional Christian devil figure, but 
the Lord of the Three Worlds - a very 
powerful person who is, in fact, Kal. 
There is no question that he is speaking 
from a position of power, and that which 
he is offering is his to offer. 

This whole story of the temptation is 
meaningless if we assume that Jesus at 
this point was fully realized. The temp- 
tation was part of his spiritual appren- 
ticeship. The tempter, Kal, refers to him 
as "Son of God" but that is because he 
is aware of the potential of his mission as 
the Chosen One. 
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Jesus is newborn at this point; he is in- 
deed a Son of God. He has been initiated, 
"born again," and He now has the job of 
perfecting His discipleship, His medita- 
tion. He has just spent a long time in con- 
tinuous meditation during which He ate 
very little. And just as he is on the verge 
of grasping the full fruit of what He has 
been given, the Negative Power appears 
to Him. The word Satan which Jesus uses 
here is a Hebrew word meaning "adver- 
sary," in the sense of prosecuting at- 
torney. If you go to court, the person who 
is concerned with casting you into prison, 
who is trying to prove that you are guil- 
ty, is your satan, your adversary. This is 
a very apt designation for Kal for, as we 
have seen in our studies of Anurag Sagar, 
this is the function he performs. He sets 
up the Law and then he shows God that 
we don't measure up, that we deserve to 
be thrown into Hell, or at least be reborn. 

The word "Devil" is of entirely different 
derivation and was applied to Satan 
relatively late. Our traditional conception 
of the "Devil," which is really a cartoon 
or caricature of Kal, is not inaccurate in 
that it represents a part of him very well: 
but the reality is far more subtle than that, 
and this story demonstrates that reality, 
perhaps more fully than anything else in 
the Bible. 

The first temptation, that of using one's 
spiritual power for one's own convenience 
or advantage, is a relatively low level 
temptation. When Ramakrishna was dy- 
ing of cancer of the throat, and his 
disciples begged him to request the Divine 
Mother, whom he worshiped, to heal 
him, he agreed and said that he would do 
it, but he never did. When they asked him 
why he didn't, he said that whenever he 
went within and saw her, nothing seemed 
to him less important than healing 
himself. 

It is very rare for Masters or genuinely 
holy people of any degree to use their 
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power for their own satisfaction. If they 
do, then they become something other 
then a holy person. It was not, perhaps, 
a difficult temptation for Jesus to with- 
stand, but still, it came up. And it is im- 
portant to understand: these temptations 
happened. In psychological terms, it 
means that these thoughts came to Him. 
But there is no reason to think that this 
didn't happen on the inner planes. We 
know that Kabir had face-to-face conver- 
sations with Kal, perhaps not very dif- 
ferent from this, at two or three places in 
the Anurag Sagar. We know that Kal 
takes the form of the Master many times, 
and comes to initiates, and if they don't 
see through him and protect themselves 
against him by use of Simran, he will sug- 
gest things to them along this line. He 
will, in other words, tempt them. 

The important thing here is that even 
Masters of this order can be tempted. To 
be tempted is no disgrace; we are in ex- 
cellent company. Buddha also was temp- 
ted. In the stories told about the Masters 
in Sant Ji's discourse "Dance, Mind, 
Dance," he tells many stories of how the 
Rishis and Munis were tempted and fell, 
but how the Masters were tempted and 
did not fall: Guru Gobind Singh, Guru 
Nanak, Kabir Sahib, are all mentioned 
specifically: Maya or Kal appeared and 
tempted Them, but They did not respond 
to  that. So what is important is not that 
the tempter never comes to us, but what 
we do in response to that. That 
distinguishes the truly holy people from 
the ones who have only developed some 
power. 

So Jesus' answer - "It is written, Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God"-is one of the more beautiful 
verses in the Bible. It is, of course, a 
quote: all of His answers here are quoted 
from the Book of Deuteronomy, the com- 
mentary on the Law of Moses from the 
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prophetic point of view. It is also a highly 
esoteric answer, a direct reference to the 
Naam, to the Word, which Jesus is at the 
point of fully realizing at this time. He is 
saying, in other words, "It doesn't mat- 
ter if I am hungry, because my true life, 
that which counts, that which really sus- 
tains me, I am getting from the Word: 
That is what keeps me alive." 

The next temptation up on the pinnacle 
of the temple, plays on the fact the God 
protects His own. It is a very subtle temp- 
tation, far more dangerous than the first 
one. 

Then the devil taketh him up into the 
holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle 
of the temple, 

And saith unto him, If thou be the Son 
of God, cast thyself down: for it is writ- 
ten, He shall give his angels charge con- 
cerning thee: and in their hands they 
shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone. 

Jesus said unto him, It is written again, 
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 

MATTHEW 4:5-7 

(This last verse might be better translated, 
"Thou shalt not put the Lord thy God to 
the test.") 

Again, Satan is playing with the truth. 
We saw in the Anurag Sagar how most 
of Kal's statements are based on truth. 
They are true up to a point. They are false 
only in what they leave out, and in what 
that implies. He says, "God will protect 
you, therefore why not prove that? Just 
do something so that He'll have to pro- 
tect you." Of course, what is wrong in this 
is that it implies a violation of trust. If 
Jesus had faith that God would protect 
Him, then why should He have to prove 
it? -and that is the meaning of putting 
God to the test. If we do not have the kind 
of trust in the Master that allows us to 
simply let Him put us in our own bad 
positions by Himself, then we probably 
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don't have the kind of receptivity that will 
enable us to recognize protection when we 
receive it. It does not follow, though, that 
He won't protect us. It is the same reason 
why we should not pray for shocks or 
tests: God knows - the Master knows - 
what it is that we need, and when we need 
it, and He will give it to us. Our job is 
to trust Him, to take His hand and be led 
by Him; not to set up the conditions to 
see whether He works or not. This is a 
subtler temptation than the first. 

Again the devil taketh him up into an 
exceeding high mountain, and sheweth 
him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of them; 

And saith unto him, All these things 
will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down 
and worship me. 

Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. 

MATTHEW 4:8-10 

Obviously this is not the Christian figure 
who is sometimes pictured "chained in 
Hell," as in Dante, and sometimes pic- 
tured as floating about in the air, whisper- 
ing evil thoughts into people's ears- 
although there are aspects to both of 
those images that are true. This is Kal, the 
King of the Three Worlds, speaking from 
the full knowledge that the world is his 
to  give: and Jesus knows that it is his to  
give. 

And the "Lord thy God" is the Positive 
Power, without a doubt. Jesus is able to  
respond in this way because in the wor- 
ship of the real God, the true Father, the 
Kingdom of the Three Worlds is also in- 
cluded. But that is again, something that 
has to be taken on trust. We don't know 
that until we get there. And there are 
many points along the way where it may 
seem more likely that we can get every- 
thing we want by taking a lower thing. It 
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is true that the knowledge that the 
Masters give us is "that knowledge, by 
knowing which everything else becomes 
known," but there are a lot of times in the 
course of the Path when it does not ap- 
pear that way to the person following it. 
The temptations of Kal in those instances 
appear very appealing. 

Then the devil leaveth him, and, 
behold the angels came and ministered 
unto him. 

MATTHEW 4: 11 

The temptations are over, and this is the 
consummation of the meditation period, 
the higher experience. "Angels" are used 
throughout the Bible as a substitute for 

"God." The Biblical writers do not like to 
say that God Himself spoke to somebody; 
they replace Him with "the Angel of the 
Lord." This is what has happened here. 

* * *  
So this is an important story, with many 
of the inner teachings contained in it. In- 
terestingly, the verse that Satan quotes to 
Jesus -"It is written, He shall give his 
angels charge concerning thee: and in 
their hands they shall bear thee upn-is 
also found in the Prophetic tradition of 
the Old Testament, in the Psalm 91. This 
is the verse on which the proverb "Even 
the Devil can quote scripture" is based. 
It again shows his ability to make use of 
truth - partial truth, which deceives by 
leaving out. 

Bombay Correction 
In the schedule of trips to Rajasthan for next year printed in the March 
issue, it was stated that "Anyone may attend the Bombay program." This 
is incorrect. Sant Ji has stipulated that, because of limited facilities, a max- 
imum of 100 persons can be accommodated for that program- including 
both those from Group IV who go to Bombay as well, and also those who 
attend only the Bombay program, and including children. As stated in 
the earlier notice, those wishing to attend this program should contact 
Paul and Alehea Young, Box 128, Woodacre, CA 94973. 
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