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Dedicated to the sacred and holy memory of my great and gracious
Lord,
and that Master of excellence and perfection,
at Whose lotus feet I had the good fortune to see some stray glimpses
of the indescribable glory and beauty within this human body, and but
for Whose illimitable grace and beneficence, the consciousness to make
the best use of this human existence would not have been awakened,
nor would the awareness to value the company of the Perfect Master
have been aroused.
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Foreword
"The going away of a Perfect Master from the world is the greatest
catastrophe which can befall the disciples and admirers. When violent
thunderstorms and hurricanes blow, even the heaviest trees are sometimes uprooted."
SANT AJAIB SINGH JI

"Then all the disciples forsook him and fled."
MATTHEW

26:56

a book about illusion and reality by one who is in a position
T
to know the difference. Initiated by Baba Sawan Singh Ji in 1938
when he was 14, the author became, under Master Kirpal Singh, one
HIS IS

of the most trusted of sevadars. A member of the Managing Committee at Sawan Ashram (a body created by Master Kirpal to govern the
affairs of the sangat) he was, as I can personally verify, on terms of
extraordinary intimacy with Him; I remember vividly the night in February 1974 when it was my privilege to be the only witness when Master
Kirpal joked and teased with Mr. Oberoi in a thoroughly delightful
way: they were both having a lot of fun, and I was standing there
amazed at the way Master was treating him. His very tender love for
him was never more evident.
But still, despite that intimacy and the very important seva (service)
that he was entrusted with (he was one of the principal architects of
the World Conference on Unity of Man, held in Delhi in 1974 under
the sponsorship of Master Kirpal Singh), as Mr. Oberoi tells us himself, he did not meditate more than fifteen minutes a day as a general
rule and thus was totally unable to bear the shock of Master Kirpal's
last days and passing. His vivid account in this book ("The Last Days
of Kirpal") of the suffering the Master underwent in the last weeks gives
a new dimension to the word "crucifixion," just as the joy at finally
finding his Friend in His new coat is the underlying reality of the idea
of "resurrection." And truly, this is support for the shaken Sangat-of
any Master, at any time-that the Master does not die, that the Power
vii
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continues, and that the existence of the false does not mean that there
is no true.
We may note also that each of the three Masters played an important role in the author's development: Sawan Singh planted the seed
in him, by giving him initiation and awakening him; Kirpal Singh
showered him with grace by giving him the opportunity for darshan
and seva; and Ajaib Singh is bringing the whole pattern to completion
by making him meditate.
This is a very important book. The author has learned what he knows
the hard way and has shared with us the fruits of his struggle. I hope
we all pay attention. We will benefit greatly if we do.
The author in his worldly life was very successful: a university graduate and hospital administrator by profession, he has recently retired
as a Director of the Employees State Insurance Corporation, one of
the largest of its kind in South Asia. At present he is doing the humblest seva imaginable at Sant Ji's Ashram in Rajasthan; serving food
to the visiting dear ones, washing dishes, etc. It is that attitude which
colors his book.
RUSSELL PERKINS

Easter 1984
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My Submission
taking up my pen to write something about the lives and
mission of the three great Divine Beings, Baba Sawan Singh Ji MaB
haraj, Sant Kirpal Singh Ji Maharaj and Sant Ajaib Singh Ji, at Whose
EFORE

lotus feet I have had the proud privilege to sit, I must admit that it
is impossible to know a Master Soul, Who is a resident of the highest
world of which we have no idea and no experience; and that a man
like me is incapable of having even a small idea as to how such great
beings lead an unpretentious existence on this earth plane, despite the
exalted position and unmatched authority which They possess by virtue of being the most beloved Sons of God Almighty; how They keep
Their identity hidden, and yet save the suffering souls perpetually being shattered in the "birth and death syndrome" and driven to indescribable misery under the inexorable Law of Cause and Effect; how They
spend every minute of Their existence in the Holy Cause, without caring about their bodily needs, rest and comfort; how They leave nothing undone for any soul who could be saved from the inevitable sweep
of Kal, the Negative Power, using inducement, encouragement and persuasion; how They pocket insults, humiliation, and condemnation, not
for any personal or selfish gain, but under the abiding orders of the
Lord. As such Masters of Perfection sometimes choose to reveal an
infinitesimal part of Their work and mission, we come to know that
such dear Ones are sent from the regions of perfect peace to this material world, which is aflame with all that is debased, perishable and illusive; and that They take up the human body of pain and pleasure for
the benefit of the sincere, seeking souls; and that They liberate them
from the unending circle of transmigration, by giving them the secret
and the science of the Lord, by which one can, by self-analysis and
self-abnegation, rise above the body and body consciousness, and riding on the Celestial Music and the ever-gracious will of the Guru, dip
in the Pool of Nectar referred to in all holy scriptures - by bathing in
which the soul is stripped naked of all impurities, shines in its pristine
glory, knows itself and becomes worthy of knowing God, and ends its
constant going and coming into the world.
Such mighty and celestial beings do let us know, at times, that They
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are the human poles on which God manifests, and that they have been
fortunate to have seen and witnessed the Lord in the human body itself, by living a life of strict spiritual discipline under the guidance of
a perfect Master, Who is an embodiment of honest, chaste, and ethical life, saturated with love and humility. Such a Master has seen the
eternal reality Himself, face to face, and has the authority and competence to help others do the same; and the only purpose for which They
are sent to this world is to unite those souls who are seeking God with
that radiant Reality Who is the Guru of the whole world, and has been
sustaining and supporting it ever since it came into existence.
Fully aware of my inadequacy in this matter of knowing a Saint and
His life and mission, I am still committing the indiscretion of venturing to present some aspects of the earthly existence of the three Master
Souls mentioned above, with the hope, that, despite my weaknesses,
a single soul may be encouraged to approach the Great Guru and the
God-way; if so, then my conscience will be satisfied, and efforts more
than rewarded.
It is appropriate to add that the suggestion of producing this account
originally came from my dear brother Russell Perkins, whom I first
met in February 1972. He had been known to me for some time as Editor of SATSANDESH,
but we met when Sardar Darshan Singh Ji, the
Great Master's physical son and an elder brother to me, who gave me
considerable love in the course of our life-long association, introduced
us on the occasion of the Master's Birthday celebration held at Manav
Kendra that year; an3 since then we have become good friends. Russell first mentioned the possibility of this book to me on his visit to
Rajasthan in September 1982, a month before I was due to retire from
my service. However, in the light of the climate which came to exist
in the activities of the Satsang after the going away of the Great Master, I was reluctant and unwilling, even though I felt that an assignment of this type would on one hand keep me busy and on the other
enable me to remember and relive the Greatness of my Guru and my
distinguished spiritual mentor. The matter was talked over with Sant
Ji by Russell and He approved the idea. Sometime later, when He told
me of what had transpired between Him and Russell, He said that the
account should be in the nature of a memorial to the two Great Masters,
and a token of what we owe Them, even though Their love, protection
and mercy was indescribable.
I started writing about the middle of January 1983, on return from
the Bombay program with Sant Ji, but I had absolutely no idea of what
to do, or how to proceed. However, as the days passed, I did keep writing day by day, but had little time as groups of Westerners were coming to the Rajasthan Ashram, and I was busy. And even though I was
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diffident in concept and execution, there was something which was compelling me to continue. I carried on, seemingly in a haphazard and a
topsy-turvy way, not knowing what was going to be next, and yet, despite my best efforts, the book has come about. All that I can say is,
that there was some Power pressuring me to do it and do it fast, even
though left to myself, I would have run away from it. At times, I have
felt the presence of the inner Guru Power pushing me, by way of a
conscious, alive and warm contact; while at other times, my mind misled
me and I was inclined to think that it was I who was using the pen.
But all said and done, I must affirm that it was the grace of the Masters
Whose remembrance I was engaged in, which came to my rescue and
enabled this book to be complete; I cannot help expressing openly that
but for the grace of the three Master Saints, this book would not have
seen the light of day.
During the period when much of this account was written, Sant Ji
called me often to emphasize that it should be kept absolutely free from
bias, unfairness, or ill-will toward anyone, so that it could be an instrument for the remembrance of the two Great Masters. Accordingly,
I have tried my best, by keeping the form of the face of the two Great
Masters before me, not to mention or write anything which might have
the effect of portraying any dear one unfairly or unsuitably, and
have excluded a wealth of material, which even though relevant, may
have fallen short of the requirement prescribed by Sant Ji.
Still, with humility and respect for my brothers and sisters, I seek
pardon and forgiveness, if I have erred or gone wrong or mentioned
something which any dear one may find to be improper or unsuitable,
either in omission or commission.
My profound thanks are due to my dear brother Russell for planting the seed of this booklet in the soil of time. My beloved wife, Atam,
has been a constant help and assistance, and so has dear Jasvinder,
my daughter-in-law, and Balder, my son, who read over the manuscript
and gave many useful suggestions, while their tiny sons, Munnu and
Chonnu, used to sing Apna Koi Nahin Hai Ji and other Shabds for
me. I feel that the deep blow struck by the going away of my dear son,
Mohni, in the prime of youth, made my realization that Death was "calling me aloud from the deep azure sky" deep and gripping, and made
me devote time to this task. I have no words to thank Mrs. Roberta
Wiggins for typing the manuscript; it was scribbled rather than written, and just reading it was no small job. Mr. Raj Kumar Bagga (Pappu)
has been of continuous help with discussions and suggestions.
AVTAR SINGH OBEROI
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Be good, do good, and be one.
KIRPALSINGH
Saints are not God, but They have the secret of the technique whereby
God can be realized.
SAWANSINGH

Far from the deep azure sky
Death is calling me aloud.

The Book of Baba Sawan
1. The Early Years
of Sawan in the Indian calendar (July 15-August 15,
T
approximately) is traditionally known as the month which brings
maximum rains to Northern India. Every time it comes, year after year,
HE MONTH

it brings in its wake sweet, fragrant and evergreen memories of Baba
Sawan Singh Ji Maharaj. Widely known as the sage of Beas, He illumined the minds of thousands of broken-hearted souls, who had shuttled from pillar to post in their search for the God-way, but were not
able to get their thirst quenched till they came to His feet.
A century and a quarter ago, He was born on Tuesday, 27 July, 1858
(by the Indian calendar, 13 Sawan, 1915) to a well-to-do Grewal Jat
family in a remote village of District Ludhiana, in Punjab, named
"Mehma Singh" after its founder. The popularity of this village grew
manifold during the time of the founder's son, Sardar Daya Singh, who
true to his name, was large-hearted like a river, and did his very best
to improve the life of the village residents. He had a religious bent of
mind and often sought the company of holy men. His son, Sardar Sher
Singh, who was reared in religious traditions, used to ask his father
pointed questions about God, but not getting satisfactory replies from
him, would pray to God Almighty to show him the way. Seeing
the abiding interest of Sardar Sher Singh in God, his parents feared
that he might become a recluse. In order to involve him in worldly affairs, they married him to a good and talented girl, Dhan Kaur by name.
Both the husband and wife, however, had identical interests, and being well disposed towards spirituality, made an exceedingly suitable
match, continuing the search for truth jointly with far greater zeal than
each one had before marriage. The intense and earnest desire of the
couple found fulfillment when they met Baba Ram Singh Ji of Bheni
Sahib in Punjab, a member of the Nam-Dhari sect, who was renowned
for his spiritual attainments. Struck by the simplicity of his dress, the
saintliness of his appearance, and the purity of his conduct and teachings, the couple became his ardent disciples and continued to visit him,
even when old age stood in their way.
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Sardar Kabul Singh, son of Sher Singh, was fortunate to have the
spiritual touch right from the cradle, and continued in the footsteps
of his parents and ancestors. In the course of time, his parents, as his
grandparents had done for his father, got him married to Shrimati
Jiwani Ji, who belonged to a very good family and possessed all the
finer qualities, like simplicity, modesty, generosity, and contentment.
Sardar Kabul Singh retired as a Subedar Major from the Army, and
enjoyed a very good reputation among his colleagues. How fortunate
this couple was could only be imagined as they gave birth to a spiritual
luminary who became a legend in his time: a Divine Saviour for
hundreds of thousands of souls leading lives of misery in the meshes
of mind and matter, Who shone as a lode star in the spiritual world.
As Sardar Kabul Singh had to move from place to place on military
duty every now and then, his wife remained at his ancestral village,
under the care of his respected father, who was extremely anxious t o
have a grandson. In fact the whole village, which respected Sardar Sher
Singh (by then known as Baba Sher Singh) for his piety, anxiously
prayed for the day when the saintly Baba, on having a grandson in his
lap, would distribute sweets, riches, charity and favors unlimitedly. At
last the day came; and it came with a bang, bringing with it torrents
of rain, a storm which, coming after a prolonged drought, turned the
dry and hungry countryside fresh and green; brightened the hearts of
the residents of the village and in fact created a stir in the whole surrounding countryside. The whole village marveled at the news of the
birth of a grandson to Baba Sher Singh Ji, who had brought with him
the much needed rain; the event was celebrated in full tradition and
with all ceremonies. Whoever came to offer congratulations got all that
he wanted and went away fully satisfied with praise and prayer on his
lips.
Celebrations over, when the saintly Baba had his first look at his
grandson, he could not help remarking that the child would become
either an Emperor of the world or an Emperor of Naam (the riches
of spirituality), as he was destined to be very high and great. The Baba
prophesied that the child would have physical charm, a winning temperament, sweet nature, and above all, majesty -so much so that even
those who opposed him, would not be able to stop him. When the question of naming the child came up, Baba Sher Singh said that as the
child had brought torrential rain during the sun-baked, oven-hot period,
providing relief to everyone, there was nothing better than to name him
after the month of his birth, the rainy month of Sawan; and that is
how he came to be known as Sawan Singh.
The grandfather loved Sawan immensely, and did not wish to be sepa-
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rated from him, even for a while. He would usually take him along
while going to his guru, Baba Ram Singh Ji, who on seeing the child,
remarked that he was a spiritual stalwart and a leader of leaders, who
had come into the world to lead suffering souls to the house of their
True Father. This gladdened the heart of Baba Sher Singh.
Sawan Singh was the only son of his parents, who looked to him
for the fulfillment of all their desires and aspirations. He used to sometimes narrate the events of his childhood in Satsang, saying that passersby sometimes stopped to have a second look at him. Once, when he
was playing with his cousins in the village of his maternal grandparents,
an aged Sikh Jat (farmer) happened to pass by and seeing him, stopped
abruptly and started looking at him very intently, as though he were
the title page of a newly published book. Sensing the gaze of the passerby, he hid himself behind a companion at once, and the traveler
walked away, remarking loudly to Sawan's cousins that the boy he was
looking at was of no use to them. At that time Sawan thought that
as he did not have as strong a physical frame as other children of his
age, the passerby might have thought that he was too weak for worldly
work. It, turned out, though, that the old Jat was possessed of a
penetrating vision, had read the forehead of the boy, and was forced
to remark that he would be so deeply engaged in spirituality that his
interest in worldly matters would be so little as to render him useless
to his family on that level.
Right from childhood, Sawan Singh was blessed with a sharp intellect,
commendable diligence, and an inborn desire to acquire knowledge.
He learned easily, and was always first in his class. By nature methodical, he organized his work carefully, leaving almost nothing to chance.
Respectful and obedient as he was, he impressed his teachers and companions alike and got along well with everybody - whoever came in contact with him.
The influence and company of holy persons was his parentage and
ancestry. Accompanying his grandparents and parents to places of pilgrimage and men of spiritual learning, he acquired familiarity with matters of religion early in life.

2. In Search of a Master
He had his early education in Gujarwal and passed matriculation examination in 1878 from there. As his father wanted him to be a ziledar,
he applied for his candidature, but had to drop the idea, due to ill health,
and was sent by his father to his native place, to regain his health in
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the open surroundings of the countryside. His main interest, however,
lay somewhere else and remembering the prophetic words of his grandfather, he started searching for a Perfect Master, as by now he was
convinced that without such a Master, n o one could cross the Ocean
o f Life. The lives of the blessed ones who are destined to liberate the
souls of others are always pre-designed so as to prepare them for the
important work in good time. In this pursuit, he happened t o meet Shri
Bhoop Singh, a sadhu in his own village who led a principled life with
constant efforts to improve it, and accepted no offering in kind o r cash
whatsoever. Sawan Singh spent much time with the sadhu and gained
considerable knowledge of Vedanta from him. Such wise souls are not
earthly but heavenly beings and spend their time in pursuit of this objective. O n seeing his preoccupation with religion, his parents became
apprehensive and made efforts t o involve him in worldly affairs. His
father approached his commanding officer about the possibility of
securing a position in the Army for him as a n Indian Officer. Sardar
Sawan Singh instead wanted t o continue his search for a Perfect Master, but on the insistence of his parents, deferred his plan. The tendency t o renounce the world came up often, but being the only son
and caring for his parents, he preferred t o serve them. The commanding officer promised his father t o help in securing the desired position
for Sawan Singh, but said that it might take some time; and in the meantime he could work as a teacher in a military school, which he did, at
Farukhabad. During this assignment, Sardar Sawan Singh met a number of holy people and finding one, Sant Nihal Singh, t o be well-versed
in spiritual matters, went to him regularly and spent many hours in
his company. One day, Sant Nihal Singh expressed surprise as to how
a n honest and pious person like him was getting along with his pupils,
who being uncivilized and given to drinking heavily, were almost ruffians. Sardar Sawan Singh was already not happy with his assignment
as a teacher and the words of Sant Nihal added fuel to the fire; he tendered his resignation from the job.
In the meantime, he entered Thompson Engineering College at Roorkee; o n graduation he became a qualified Civil Engineer, and was
offered the post of Overseer in the Military Engineering Service. At
the same time, his father's commanding officer secured the position
of a n Indian Officer for him in the Indian Army. But Sardar Sawan
Singh preferred the Engineering Service and joined it as a n Overseer
at Nowshera in the Northwest Frontier Province of India (now in Pakistan). While searching for a place of residence there, some people told
him about a lovely house which was available, but was supposedly
haunted. H e insisted o n taking the house anyway, and the people were
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amazed to witness how the ghosts disappeared magically. He who belongs to the Lord has nothing to fear as man and angels keep waiting
to serve him.
Sardar Sawan Singh continued his search for a Perfect Master at his
new place and the surrounding areas and came to know of one Baba
Karam Singh of Hoti Mardan, who was well respected for his clean
and pure life. He started visiting him whenever he could and this association continued till he was transferred to Peshawar. At this new
place, he had a number of buildings and roads constructed to the entire satisfaction of his superiors. On the basis of his work, he was
promoted to Sub-Divisional Officer. He spent a considerable period
of service in that rank at hill stations like Nathiagali, Murree, Cherat,
and Abbottabad. He was very popular with his seniors and juniors alike;
anyone who came in contact with him was deeply affected by his care
and concern for them and his companionship, and longed to be with
him.
His ever-searching eyes did not sit idle at Peshawar, and after numerous enquiries, at last found a God-intoxicated holy fakir, Baba Kahan
by name, who, steeped in deep meditation and higher thoughts, lived
very unceremoniously and, caring little for his apparel, sometimes appeared naked. He was usually very blunt in talking with his visitors,
sometimes openly telling them of their misdeeds, so that only those who
were confident of their conduct dared to go to him. Sardar Sawan Singh
often went to the Baba, and felt pleased with his strong and impartial
behavior. Every month, on getting his salary, he would go to him and
place the money before him. The Baba, after taking a rupee or two,
returned the rest to him; of the one or two rupees retained by Baba
Kahan he would immediately distribute it amongst the children, then
and there. On one occasion, Sardar Sawan Singh got a huge amount
as a bonus, and took it to Baba Kahan. Before he could place the money
before him however, the Baba said on his own that this time he would
take "fifteen to twenty white ones," and Sardar Sawan Singh remarked
that the Baba had become greedy. But he replied that it was not so,
but that the earnings of Sardar Sawan Singh should be purified and
made worthy of use by him and his family; and saying this, the Baba
distributed all the fifteen or twenty rupees that he had taken, to the
children. Sardar Sawan Singh was extremely impressed by this whole
incident and begged him for the gift of Naam; but.Baba Kahan said
that while he was undoubtedly destined to get it, it would not be from
him, as he was not authorized to give it to him. When Sawan asked
where he would find the One who was authorized, the Baba said that
no effort was necessary as the Perfect Master would find him by Him-
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self, and the day was getting nearer. This inspired and encouraged
Sardar Sawan Singh, who continued t o search with redoubled effort
and anxiety.
In the meantime, he was transferred to Murree Hills, and took his
residence near the Gurdwara of Bhura Mal, where sadhus and holy men
stayed on their way t o the holy cave of Amar Nath; this provided opportunity for discussion about spiritual matters. Sardar Sawan Singh
met a number of sadhus at the Gurdwara, but tried to limit his discussion only with those who exhibited some inkling toward the God-way,
and were not caught in rites and rituals only. He was constantly looking for the Perfect One who would show him the way.
Moved by his constant yearnings and entreaties, the Supreme Father in His eternal abode could not bear the agony of the child soul
o'f Sardar Sawan Singh any longer and sent His dear and chosen One,
the living Master of His time, Baba Jaimal Singh Ji Maharaj, to Murree Hills t o find him and quench his spiritual thirst, give him solace
and satisfaction, bring him t o His lap and flood him with the indescribable wealth of Naam.
The day therefore came on which he met the most Holy and High,
due t o Whose grace he was t o occupy the highest and most elevated
position in spirituality. Baba Sawan Singh Ji in later years described
that most blessed of meetings this way:
"One day as I was supervising my work, I saw an old Sikh going
up a hill along with a middle-aged lady. When I noticed him, I thought
he had probably come in connection with some case in the Commissioner's Court. Little did I think that he was t o be my Master. He was
no other than Baba Ji himself and the lady was Bibi Rukko. This I
did not know at the time, but found out later that Baba Ji said to Bibi
Rukko, referring t o me, 'It is for his sake that we have come here,'
t o which Bibi Rukko replied, 'But he has not even greeted you.' Baba
Ji said to her, 'What does the poor fellow know yet? O n the fourth
day from this he will come t o us.'
"On the fourth day I went t o attend Satsang. Baba Ji was at that
time explaining the meaning of Jap Ji Sahib. Well, I started my volley
of questions - so much so that the audience got tired and began t o feel
restless at the large number of questions I had put. The sacred book,
Sar Bachan, was lying there and I objected to the name of 'Radhasoami,'
and Baba Ji explained from the book itself what 'Radhasoami' meant.

Radha ad surat ka nam
Soami ad Shabd nij dham.
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Radha is the name of the first or primal ray of surd (consciousness);
Soami is the original source of the stream of Shabd.
"Now he wanted to point out the way, but I had read Vedanta. When
I read Gurbani, my opinion was different; when I read Gita my opinion was again different, and I was unable to come to a decision. At
last I applied for eight days leave to enable me to study the teachings
of Baba Ji. He advised me to read Kabir Sahib's Anurag Sugar. I immediately ordered eight copies of this book from Bombay so that I could
also give some to my friends, Baba Hari Ram, Gulab Singh, etc., to
read and comment on it.
"After several conferences with Baba Ji, I was thoroughly convinced
and received initiation from him on the 15th day of October in 1894."*

3. Initiation
Thus convinced of the glory and grandeur of Naam, he was initiated
into the "mystery of the beyond" by the highest of the high. What an
unmatched combination-a Guru like Jaimal and a disciple like Sawan! Having found the exalted One for Whom he had searched all his
life, he sacrificed himself at his Guru's feet and surrendered himself
before Him completely. And the Guru was not unaware of his devotion and sacrifice. He went a thousand steps ahead and dyed him in
His own color, so that the two merged in each other - worldly people
blundering by taking them to be two. But in reality They were One,
radiating the same love, distributing the same self-earned wealth of
spirituality, and dispensing the same treasure of forgiveness.
Someone might be tempted to ask, why did it happen with Sardar
Sawan Singh and not with others? Were they not all His disciples? And
the only reply is, that we should check within ourselves to see whether
we are really disciples of the Guru. Are we not disciples of mind and
matter and the world, its affairs and possessions? If so, is our heart
not filled with dross and dirt? Where is the place for the Guru to come
and stay? And how did He (Sawan Singh) become a real disciple of
the Guru? Implicit observance; what mattered to Him was the Guru
and not the world; he obeyed Him all His life, with every breath and
*Quoted by Kirpal Singh, A Great Saint-Baba Jaimal Singh: His Life and Teachings,
Delhi: 1971, pp 75-76.
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absolute, unflinching faith; allowed nothing to stand between Himself
and the Guru, and therefore was given all that the Master had to give.
His life reveals how a dear one becomes a Gurusikh (a true disciple
of the Guru), and how the Gurusikh becomes a Guru in the fullness
of time. Such chosen ones, on Whose human poles the God Power has
to manifest and shine in this material world, are searched for and
found - no matter where They are-and prepared all Their life, for
God's own work. This is how the grand plan for the controlling power
works, and the Guruship continues, unending and unerring, providing
for seekers after Truth in all generations.
Christ became the Son of God through this process; the Sikh Gurus
and all other Perfect Saints and Masters of the world were made and
appointed messengers of God in this same manner; and this is what
happens in all ages, all countries, and all times. This method is not of
an individual's choice or make- He Who pervades everywhere, Who
is omnipotent and omnipresent, Who knows what is happening in every heart, has ordained it Himself; for it is Him that the so-chosen and
so-appointed human poles have to represent and reflect. The holy Gurbani says, "Verily, the Guru is a true Sikh, and a true Sikh is the Guru,
and both of them work to revive the same old, old teachings of the
Masters."
However, people caught in the web of mind and matter, and acting
under its irresistable influence, are sometimes misled to believe differently, on the basis of considerations which have little relevance on the
Path. It is a Path of experiencing Truth in the laboratory of one's own
human body, and bearing witness to it only after the great Truth becomes one's self-experience; because but for this self-experience, the
domination of the mind and outgoing faculties continues unabated.

4. A Glimpse of the Great Master
As prophesied, Baba Sawan Singh Ji Maharaj came to have a very captivating physical appearance. Tall and slim," He had a broad and glittering forehead, indescribably radiant and magnetic eyes, sharp nose,
white flowing beard, a royal and magnetic gait, and a marvelously distinguished bearing. His simple and soothing words worked wonders
on the broken-hearted souls, making them feel enlivened and encouraged. His gracious glances were so succor-laden that people forgot their worries as soon as they came to His feet. His visitors wanted
*According t o Dr. Juiian Johnson, he was five feet nine inches tall, and weighed one
hundred and twenty-eight pounds in 1932. With a Great Master in Indra, Beas: 1953. p. 21
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to stay at His feet forever. His disciples, admirers, and even those who
had heard about His reputation, often sought His counsel on all personal matters - both worldly and spiritual - and felt greatly relieved on
narrating their personal problems or tales of woe, as if the divinity in
Him had relieved them.
He gave brief, crisp and meaningful replies, born out of selfexperience and inborn sagacity. Despite His loaded schedule, He could
not help asking about the welfare of the visiting disciples, etc., their
children and families, and sharing their griefs and sorrows, which made
them lighter. He usually oversaw the arrangements made for the visitors, and if He found them not up to the mark, sometimes reprimanded
those who were concerned. He spared no effort in making clear to those
responsible for the arrangements that His visiting children should be
looked after as best as was possible under the circumstances.
The food served in the Langar was simple, wholesome and tasty, and
blessed by Him before it was served. On numerous occasions, He visited
the Langar unannounced, to satisfy Himself about the quality of the
food, and the arrangements. If He found the chapatis improperly baked
or partially burnt, He would gently rebuke the people preparing them,
and tell them that they should prepare food as if it was to be served
in their own house. Once or twice He insisted on eating the improperly
prepared food Himself.
GENERAL ATMOSPHERE

It is humanly impossible to describe the atmosphere prevailing in His
august presence; surcharged as it was with benevolence, grace and radiation, time would come to a stop. Seekers longed to enjoy his sweet
company and conversation, and getting deeply absorbed, forgot the
limitation of time and wished to continue to be with Him even though
it became burdensome for Him. It was a sight to see the people coming
out of His presence; each one would appear cheerful, rejuvenated and
buoyant. The way in which He talked to His disciples, many of whom
were illiterate, was marvelous. They could understand Him without verbal communication. Each disciple, high or low, literate or illiterate,
sophisticated or simple, was irresistably drawn towards Him, and felt,
under the influence of His radiation, that meditation and devotion to
the Lord was not difficult; and that on getting back home, he or she
would meditate as enjoined by the Holy One, giving no quarter to laziness, and would not obey the dictates of the mind no matter what. Any
sacrifice for the Master or His cause seemed small.
Tricky as the mind is, it would take all this lying down, in the vicinity of the Guru. But on reaching home, one would get involved in all

12

THE BOOK OF BABA S A W A N

sorts of worldly enjoyments, feel that heaven would fall if one did not
do this or that work, with the result that one got terribly busy and forgot all about the Holy Guru, His remembrance, meditation and spiritual
discipline, and succumbed to the designs and doings of the mind helplessly.
Maharaj Ji also knew the tricks of the mind, and cautioned His disciples about them. He would sometimes say that after initiating the soul,
the Guru does not sit idle or unmindful of His disciple. He keeps on
sending tremors and quivers so that the child soul keeps getting
reminders about His Guru, does not forget the promise made to Him,
and continues praying at His feet, even though falteringly, seeking forgiveness from Him for past failings.
Whenever the disciples were free after Satsang or at other times and
sat together, they would reflect on their association with the Master
and express amazement at the spiritual stature of the Guru, the enormous love showered on each disciple, the stillness of mind which one
unwittingly got only by looking into His radiant eyes for a split second,
and the protection which He provided in times of distress.
Life at the Ashram at Dera Beas was simple. Everybody seemed to
be in a hurry to reach His feet, and be engaged in His Holy remembrance, in singing devotional hymns in praise of the Lord and His
boundless treasures, in physical seva if it was going on somewhere, and
to crown all, in the meditation, which was invariably better and fruitful in the radiation of His place.
DO NO MORE

He was always punctual and did not want His children to be kept
waiting unnecessarily. His discourses were short and simple, interspersed
with bouts of hearty, uninhibited laughter, coming up while explaining a point or narrating some incident or story. Sometimes, people
would stand up in the Satsang and apologize publicly for some lapse
or misdeed, wrong action or error, and seek forgiveness. And, raising
His hand, Baba Sawan Singh would ask the person apologizing to stop
and do no more.
GURU ALONE TAKES UP KARMA

On numerous occasions, people talked of their suffering by disease
or indisposition, and He would laughingly inquire from the audience
whether anyone was prepared to take on the karmic debt of the one
who was talking or being talked about. And in utter shame at their
inability to really help anyone, they would sit in silence; and He would
say, "The Guru is the only One in the Universe Who takes up the bur-
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dens of others voluntarily and willingly, without reward or compensation of any kind; and yet we worldly people do not love Him, do not
remember Him, and do not live in Him." What foolishness! Does He
take anything from us? No. What does He give us? Anything we want,
to the extent He considers desirable. But His job is to give us release
from the clutches of mind and matter, which even the so-called gods
and goddesses cannot grant, protection in the three worlds - physical,
subtle and causal-and last but not least, wealth of the divine Naam,
which dispels ignorance, annihilates passions, bestows light and life, and
makes us worthy of being called the children of the Great Lord Who
created the Universe. And still we worldly people think that the Guru
must be having some selfish interest in taking us into His fold, in putting us on the pathway to God, and in taking us back to the Home
of our true and eternal Father.
The world has always been unjust and tyrannical to the perfect Saints
and Masters, whenever and wherever They came. Not aware of Their
greatness, not knowing what high and pure region They come from,
and absolutely unfamiliar with the great wealth of Naam which they
are made to distribute; the worldly people have usually talked ill of
them, tormented them and sometimes taken their life even. Was Christ
not crucified? Shamaz Tabrez not skinned alived? Mansur not put to
the gallows? Mohammed not made to flee from his place? Kabir enchained and put before a drunken elephant, and later thrown in a fast
flowing river? Paltu not burnt alive? Nanak not imprisoned and made
to grind corn, and not allowed to enter the city of Kasur and labeled
"the one who misguided the people?" Guru Arjan not made to sit on
burning iron plates and in caldrons with boiling hot water? Guru Teg
Bahadur not executed in the bazaar of Delhi? And Guru Gobind Singh
not made to wage war with the mighty Moghul Empire of His time,
so much so that He could not even take off His armor for months at
a stretch? What was the fault of these Sons of God? But even though
they are maltreated, do They leave the work entrusted to them by the
Supreme Father, or change Their ways? No, certainly not; instead, if
anything, They continue with greater enthusiasm and pray to God to
open the eyes of those who do such wrongs, as they are ignorant and
do not know the Truth. Such Master Souls pray for the betterment of
the entire humanity, and wish that peace and prosperity may prevail
on the earth everywhere.
He would also observe that the world was not to be blamed if they
resisted the idea of a guru; for the prevalent hatred and indifference
towards Gurudom was the result of the acting and posing of false gurus, who were pretending to give solace to others, while their own souls
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were aflame with passions and possessions; and having not meditated
themselves, not even sat cross-legged for any length of time, they were
urging others to meditate. What good is such preaching which is not
based on one's personal experience? Is it not cheating? Does it not mean
deceiving others? Having not seen a speck of flame inside, they advise
others about its greatness, and try to give experience to others of something which they have never seen and experienced. If this is not fooling
others, then what is it?
MIRACLES

Sometimes, dear ones narrated in the Satsang the passing away of
a member of their family, relating how Maharaj Ji came and took him
at the time of death and how happily the departing soul left. Similarly,
others would say that Maharaj Ji helped them in getting rid of some
incurable disease, or protected them or members of their family from
robbers - and thus claim that the Guru had performed a miracle. Maharaj Ji would lovingly explain that Saints do not perform public miracles in the world, because if They were to do so, the whole world would
become Their followers for the wrong reasons. He would add that They
would have difficulty in giving eyesight to one person, a child to
another, wealth or riches to a third, and health to a badly diseased one.
Would this not bring large numbers of people with no interest in finding God to their doors?
He would explain that Kal, the Negative Power, administering the
affairs of the world, had obtained a vow from Sat Purush, the True
Almighty God, that the Saints will take the souls back to their true
Home only by persuading them, by telling them about the ways of the
Saints, and the plight of the suffering souls, and not by showing miracles. As such, the Saints show no miracles in the world, but remain
in the will of God and never do or say anything beyond that.
However, the position and power of the Master Souls is beyond
description and comprehension. They have the responsibility of taking
the souls initiated by Them to Sach Khand-the region of abstract
peace, bliss and tranquility -and help and protect them, not only in
this world, but in the next world also. Their greatest miracle is the protection offered to Their admirers and disciples at the time of death.
True to Their word, They come to take Their disciples, release them
from the clutches of Kal and his attendants, and take them to the higher
spiritual planes.
Sometimes He would say forcefully, "What good is a Guru who does
not come to protect His disciples at the time of death? Why not bid
him goodbye from a distance, without going near?" He would also at
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times observe with great emphasis, "Do you think that the Guru is in
debt to you that He must come to save you from Kal and the pain of
death, when you do not obey His orders and sit in His holy remembrance or meditation, even for a little while, regularly?" This was His
way of waking us up. He used to say, "You have tasted the fruit of
your terrible labor in the worldly affairs, which you have been doing
all your life; be mindful of the Great Power inside and see what He
does for you. He will take a thousand steps towards you, if you take
just one toward Him." He would sometimes say that name and fame,
position and power, wealth and possessions, have a great debasing effect on the souls; and even when one starts going to a Perfect Master,
these propensities continue working till the soul reaches the third
spiritual plane.
He would also say that dear ones who are wealthy or occupy high
positions, sometimes expect Him to see them off when they came to
or went from Him; and if this is the thinking of the disciple, how will
he gain from Him, and what will such disciples get from the Guru?
One has to become a real beggar if one is to get the real wealth from
the Guru; otherwise all that we do amounts to beating our heads against
the wall, and we will get nothing.
GURU?
Whenever He discoursed on the topic of Guru, His face used to glow
like fire; arid He would ask, how can poor souls like us assess or estimate His greatness and grandeur? A Master of the two worlds, He
passes time in this material world like a low-placed, little-known, poor
individual. But neither affluence and poverty affect Him; irrespective
of the circumstances He is placed in, He unwaveringly pursues His ideal.
As He possesses a human body like ours, lives among us, sleeps and
eats like us, we human beings remain unaware of His inner position,
and are usually misled to take Him to be one like us. But He is too
high to be known and understood by us, who are earthbound. As we
sit in His radiating influence and enjoy His grace, we get some inkling
of what He is, and start developing confidence and faith in Him. But
this becomes complete only if we work hard on our meditation, go in
and see for ourselves what He really is. He would also add, in specific
and strong terms, that Guru is the only one Who can save us from the
clutches of Kal and, cleaning us of the dross and dirt we carry, take
us to the Home of our True Father, after which, the "going and coming" into this world ends.
Once a high-placed official asked Him how He wanted to be addressed by His disciples. He said, "Call me anything you like - an elder
WHAT IS
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each other that the fire appears. In the same way, one has to seek the
guidance of a Perfect Master, get the technique of entering inside the
human body from Him and actually traverse into the higher spiritual
planes, so that God manifests in the human body; then one can say
for sure that He resides there. When that God is so manifested in the
human body, He will take full care of those in whom He is manifested,
and will always prevent them from going wrong."
He used to sometimes relate how Kal Niranjan, the Negative Power,
did utmost penance and meditation; and his father, Sat Purush, pleased
with his devotion, entrusted to him the management of this world; and
that Kal has looked after the administration of the Universe since then,
and administers justice on the basis of the grand principle of "cause
and effect." However, before any unearthly upheaval or catastrophe
is due to occur, the Negative Power always brings it to the notice of
the living Master, Who may advise the negative power here or there,
without interfering with his administration.
MEDITATION

Emphasizing the necessity of meditation, Maharaj Ji would specifically point out that withdrawing the attention from the nine apertures
and lower limbs with the help of constant repetition of the holy and
charged Names, given by the Guru, at the eye focus, was the responsibility of the disciple; and to take the soul further up was the responsibility of the Guru. He used to explain this point further symbolically
by saying that the eye focus is the boundary line, on the upper side
of which, Guru is standing in the form of a mother, and on the lower
side, the soul stands like a child; the mother telling her child constantly
to make its best efforts to cross the boundary line and come to her,
so that she may take care of him, but the child thinking that it is unable to do so and afraid to try, cries until it's hoarse, but the mother
remarks pitifully, "What can be done? Till you come to me I cannot
help." So the Guru expects the soul to be brave, take up the fight against
the mind and come to Him at the eye center so that He may take him
further.
On numerous occasions, He used to explain that the mind was an
agent of Kal, the Negative Power, and sitting inside each individual,
it was doing the work of its master. If a person gets up early in the
morning and prepares himself for sitting in meditation, it would suggest that it was too early, there was yet a lot of time until sunrise, why not give more rest to the body, which was doing so much? If by
chance some bold one ignores this and sits in meditation, it induces
him to sleep. To those who remain awake, the mind runs riot and opens
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its grand offices soon after meditation starts, making him conduct
worldly transactions while sitting there; and if we do not allow it to
run wild, it gives us the impression that our legs, joints and hips were
in pain, or there was some other physical problem. And if one still does
not leave meditation and get up, it makes him feel that the heavens
are falling and he will die, with the result that he is forced to leave it.
He would also say that so varied were its ways of entangling the souls
that only rarely some brave souls escaped from its meshes. He used
to say that one needed to sit in meditation with full determination and
perseverance, not falling before the mind come what may. And those
who fight it out successfully were rewarded by the Guru Power splendidly, and given the unlimited riches of Naam; were glorified in the
entire Universe and elevated to the highest position in the spiritual path.
He used to add that fighting the mighty mind was meditation, and that
even those who fall fighting valiantly and were conscious of their failure and kept seeking the forgiveness of their Guru, get the same advantage.
TRICKS OF THE MIND

Narrating the story of a renowned meditator, He used to say, "Once
while sitting in meditation, a fakir felt the desire of eating jalebis (a
sweet) with the result that meditation was disturbed and not fruitful.
He got up to get some, but he realized that money was necessary to
buy sweets and he didn't have any. So he went to the jungle to cut wood,
by selling which he could get the money to purchase sweets. After he
had cut enough wood, he thought that maybe his mind would want
some more, and so he cut a second bundle so he could get more money.
The weight of the two bundles was unbearable, but he bore it by consoling the mind that it had to do it in order to satisfy its desire to eat
jalebis. Reaching the market, the fakir sold the wood, purchased the
sweets, and went to a secluded place to eat them. But on reaching there,
the fakir told the mind that it would be better to go to the place of
his residence, where he could eat the sweets to his heart's full. On the
way home, the fakir thought that at that time the mind had created
the desire to have sweets; the next day it might wish to have a spouse
and create children; on the third day something else, and on the fourth
day still another; what would happen to him and his meditation? On
reaching home, therefore, he said, 'Let me sit in meditation at least
twice as much as I now sit daily and then I will take these sweets.' The
mind felt that this fakir was going to tire him out like that! It therefore
folded its hands before the fakir that it may be excused-'I will not
raise the desire again.' It is in this way that the mind gets subdued and

20

THE BOOK OF BABA SAWAN

kept under check, and one should not fall flat before it every time."
He would say that as the mind was serving its master devotedly, was
it not appropriate for disciples of the Perfect Masters to also serve the
Guru devotedly? This could be done by fighting with the mind with
courage, strength and faith. Reassuring us of the help of the Guru, He
used to say, "The disciple should direct his face towards Him and see
what He does. Remember Him, think of Him and weep for Him, as
you have done all your life for the world and worldliness; and be fully
sure that He will be with you at all times, on all occasions, and in everything that you do. This is the easiest and surest way to reach Him."
It often happens that the people living or working close to the Saints
and coming in touch with Him daily become arrogant, losing humility. This happens because such persons become proud of being in the
service of the Saints; and they forget that they too must meditate and
live by the orders of the Guru. The result is that their desire and anxiety to see the Master is considerably reduced, thus blocking them effectively from the treasure of love which Masters distribute freely.
In order to warn the persons living at His Ashram at Beas of this
creeping pride, He used to say that being in the attendance of a Saint
was living on a razor's edge, from which one gains considerably ifone
devotes oneself to meditation. He used to say that those who come to
Saints from afar are usually humble, eager to see and meet Them, and
happy to put their earnings in the langar (the common kitchen provided
by the Saints for those who come to Them); while those living with
or near the Perfect Masters begin to take Him for granted, consider
themselves privileged, and consume the food and other facilities of the
langar or the Ashram without donating a penny, with the result that
they lose what little meditation they have earned like a leaking vessel.
He also said that the path of spirituality was primarily for those who
become humble and low, and shed the pride of family, high education,
wealth, health, beauty, religion or country, etc. He would exhort His
disciples to become humble and meek like the King of Balkh-Bukhara,
who left his kingdom and remained with Kabir for twelve years, eating
whatever was available in the house, and obtained His acceptance and
pleasure.
He would also observe that it was an uphill task to sublimate one's
ego, efface one's I-hood and identity, and considering oneself no more
than the dust of the Perfect Master's feet, surrender before Him, and
thus become a recipient of His mercy and grace. But He also used to
say that if the disciple does this, the Master responds manifold and fills
him to overflowing with what He has and what He is. He would explain that when the disciple sits in meditation and thinks of His Guru,
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the Guru is not unaware of it, and sends thoughts to inspire and encourage His child, and make his faith strong and steady to pursue his
ideal. He used to add reassuringly, that even in the domain of this material world, if some helpless person sits at the door of a mighty rich
man, seeking his help, the rich person is not unmindful of what is happening; so how can we ever think that the great Lord does not hear
our cries and does not care? If we do, we exhibit ignorance of the love
and affection He has for us. But ignorant we are, no doubt, and ignorant we shall remain, till we reach Him inside and see how the entire
machinery of the universe runs under His overall command and care.
GRAND DELUSION

Talking of the world, Maharaj Ji used to say, "It is not bad; but
do not make it your own, or it will let you down, and it will certainly
not accompany you at the time of death." Perishable and unstable as
it is, it fools us at every step; yet we human beings get inevitably tied
to it, till, going to the refuge of the Master Saint, we truly act on His
advice and live in His orders. This connection with the outer world is
the grand delusion of life; it starts with this physical body which joins
us in the womb but does not go with us when we leave. Our soul was
pure and perfect originally but descended into the body due to its association, and ultimately subjugation, by the mind and its outgoing
faculties, and by constant thought of the world and invohement with
its affairs and identified itself with it so completely that it forgot its
own identity and came to think that it was the body.
Riddance from this unnatural condition is possible only if we now
reverse the process, and think of our Guru and Lord continuously and
uninterruptedly, collecting our scattered thoughts and attention at the
eye focus, so that we can traverse beyond. Simran, or the constant repetition of charged words, plays a vital role, and is the most important
step in our journey to the beyond. Ordinarily, each one of us is engaged in the simran of the world; a farmer keeps thinking of his fields
and crops, the shopkeeper thinks of the customers and commodities
stocked by him, the housewife spends her time in thinking of what is
needed in the house, what to cook, and so on; with the result that there
is practically no one, who is not so engaged in the simran of the world.
When one goes to a Perfect Master, He describes the plight of the soul,
and asks His disciples to reverse this process of withdrawal of attention from the world and worldliness by the constant repetition of His
Naam and reach the Guru inside.
Explaining this point further, He used to say that Simran has very
great power; one who has perfected Simran can do wonders, become
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bold and brave, knows no fear and may even stop a running train with
just a show of his hand. H e used t o further advise, "One should keep
thinking of the Guru continuously; because, while the hands may be
busy in the work, the mind can be kept busy in His remembrance. This
will save us from the passions, pain and pleasures of life, and put us
o n the God-way."
Sometimes H e would narrate how His own Guru, Baba Jaimal Singh,
used to urge and advise Him in the earlier part of His discipleship about
it; and enjoin, "Remember Him in your work and see how the inner
power guides and helps you; or let one think of Him when one is lost
in the jungle and the way will be indicated." Baba Jaimal Singh used
t o thus point out that if that is the greatness of Simran, why should
we not make use of it and d o it as much as we can, day and night,
with every breath we take, t o make our life and spiritual journey easier?
PERFECT MASTER

Talking about the Master Souls, H e would say that They know Their
disciples inside out, but possessing immeasurable forbearance and forgiveness, d o not make their misdeeds public. H e would add that just
as one could see clearly whether a transparent glass container has
pickles, jam or sauce in it, the Perfect Masters can see through their
visitors but d o not let it be known, and in order t o encourage them
t o d o better and rise above their human weakness, treat them lovingly
knowing fully well the misdeeds to their account. H e would also add
that if the Saints were t o d o otherwise, how would we worldly people
benefit from them?
He would say, "The Guru is the giver of everything in life, especially
the riches of spirituality. But we worldly folks are strange people, not
knowing where our interest lies; we ask for pebbles instead of pearls
and precious rubies, and d o not make use of the grace of such high
ones. It is rare that people make full use of the real gift of which the
Saints have inexhaustible stock, and which they distribute without any
limitation or reservation." Painting a grim picture, He would add,
"What d o we think of the Guru? If someone suffering bodily is not
cured, we blame the Guru because He did not cure our disease; if someone loses a law suit, we blame the Guru for not helping him win it,
and we are tempted to leave Him." Sounding a note of caution, He
would say that those aspiring for worldly things should better leave
room for the real seekers to make full use of the invaluable opportunites.
Continuing, He would say. "Affluence or poverty, pain or pleasure,
life and death, are all predestined, and one has t o reap as he/she has
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sown. So it will be to the advantage of people if they finish their 'give
and take' willingly and keep praying at the feet of the Guru for Him
and Him alone; for if one gets Him, everything else is gotten and nothing more is necessary. Guru does not take anything from His disciples,
but in a way does not leave anything also: because one who becomes
a real devotee performs hidher worldly duties as an act of worship
without any self-interest in it, and spends hidher life understanding
whatever possessions, property, etc. he/she owns to belong to the Gurua trust from Him to be used according to His principles and guidelines.''
RELIGIONS OF OTHERS

Hazur Maharaj Ji was very broadminded and respected the religions
of others and their beliefs equally. Talking about the limitless spirituality which He got at the feet of His Master, He used to express His
deep and abiding gratitude, and say that He had the good fortune to
learn the lessons of the Science of the Soul and obtain its highest practical experience in this human body by observing the orders of His Guru.
However, people were free to go to other places, wherever they liked.
And He used to say that if someone gets anything better than what
He had given them at any other place, he may come and tell Him, so
that He could also benefit. This was the large-heartedness which He
possessed and urged His followers to acquire. It was this divine attribute which, coupled with his everflowing and overflowing love, attracted the seekers of Truth towards Him, and strengthened the bonds
of kinship amongst His followers who belonged to all religions, creeds,
communities and countries, etc.
He would also clarify that the spiritual treasure which His Guru was
gracious enough to bestow on Him was not the exclusive property and
privilege of any particular religion, family or country, etc. Anybody
and everybody could own it, by adhering to the commandments of the
Guru, regular meditations, and becoming a receptacle fit to contain
the humility, forgiveness, forbearance, mercy and pity, simplicity and
chastity. Claims of nearness by family, relationship or any other means
of support by papers, documents or wills, etc., were useless. According to Him, inner power is unerring, not capable of making any
mistake, and opens the door only when one is fit and deserving.
SEVA

Once a dear one asked Him about the importance of doing seva or
service, and He replied that real seva can only be done by one who
obeys His orders implicitly; otherwise we may be misled by the mind,
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fall a prey to its dictates, and even while seemingly doing seva may be
doing something else; or, we may inflate our ego and assume airs thinking that we are doing something, with the result that it would not be
called "seva." He would often be asked by His visiting disciples whether
they could do any service or seva for Him, and He used to tell them,
in clear terms, that the real seva is the seva of the soul, which they may
d o as much as they like and He would be pleased to accept it, adding
that even physical seva would become fruitful if it is done with remembrance, with humility and responsibility, without claiming any reward
for it. So far as seva in monetary terms is concerned, He used to say
that a Perfect Master does not accept a farthing from His disciples for
His personal use, and always earns money not only for His own subsistence, but to share the needy and hungry also - whether by pension,
service, farming or any other means -just as Kabir did by weaving on
the loom all his life, Guru Nanak by ploughing the fields, Ravidas by
mending shoes, Namdev by dying cloth and His own Guru, Baba Jaima1 Singh Ji Maharaj, by serving in the army.
He used to say that the Guru is never after His disciples for their
seva, but if the disciple considers all that he possesses, including his
own body, mind and wealth, to be that of the Guru, and uses it as if
it were aprashad or gift from Him, he will efface his ego and put them
to proper use, not wasting them for the satisfaction of passions and
desires; and will thus benefit in the spiritual journey.
He used to add that the disciple is fortunate if some portion of his
earnings is utilized in the cause of the Guru, because first, the earnings
become purified and worthy of use for self and family, and secondly,
the inner Guru bestows much more in return for the money spent in
His cause. He used to also explain what the Guru does d o with the
money donated by the disciples. He helps the needy and the poor, feeds
those who come to Him, and strengthens the mission, but never uses
a penny for His own self. One of His initiates once decided to donate
some money for the Holy Cause, but when he went to Dera Beas to
actually d o so, his mind played a trick on him, and thinking that the
Guru had enough, came away without giving any money. On the way
back home, the initiate lost his purse, containing the money he wanted
to donate, and felt extremely sorry for being deceived by the mind.
He used to sometimes narrate His own life story and mention that
after meeting the Guru, He always made it a point to place all His earnings, after incurring personal expenditure, before Him; He would send
as much as He considered necessary to the family and utilize the rest
for the spiritual cause. Accordingly, much of the construction at Dera
Beas during the time of Baba Jaimal Singh and sometime thereafter,
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was undertaken with the offering made by Him; with the result that,
with the grace of Baba Ji, His children got, and even now are getting,
many times more than they would have gotten had He sent the money
to them instead.
DEVOTION TO THE GURU

He used to say that when He started going to Baba Jaimal Singh
Ji Maharaj, there was neither house nor well there, except for one small
underground hut or cave for Baba Ji, which was insufficient for people coming to meet Him or hear Him. Some disciples, therefore, wanted to take up further construction; but Baba Ji would not permit it.
Once, He took up the matter and sought Baba Ji's permission for taking up the proposed construction; and to His great surprise, Baba Ji
agreed graciously within no time, and the work was done.
Sometime later, some further work was started; on seeing which,
some people belonging to nearby villages, came to Him and pointed
out that as the river Beas, on which the Dera Beas was situated, was
changing its course and had even taken away some portions of their
village, why should He spend money on further construction? But He
replied that if Baba Ji sat on the dais in the new hall just once, the
expense and labor would be amply rewarded and He would have no
regrets. This was just a small example of His devotion to His Master.
MEDITATION

He was a very good meditator and used to remain in his apartment
for days at a stretch. He had had a wooden stand, called a bairagan,
specially made, with the support of which He could meditate long while
standing, so as to ward off sleep. In the early days of His discipleship,
His Guru had enjoined upon Him that during the time He was on duty,
He should not waste His time and energy in unnecessary talking, but
limit it to whatever was necessary for official work; and after coming
back from His office in the evening, He should sit in bhajan for two
hours, followed by a two hour Satsang. Similarly, He was to get up
early in the morning and meditate. With this schedule, where was the
time to indulge in gossip or idle talk, as we human beings normally
do? His life clearly bears out that nature had earmarked Him for higher
work quite early and put Him through a very rigorous and stiff testing
time, before entrusting Him with the responsibility of,liberating other
souls. Such is the scheme of the Lord to prepare the high and holy ones
for ultimate responsibility.
He was ordered by His Guru to try to understand that one should
not feel elated if he gets the sovereignty of the entire world, as the world
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is unreal, and one would be deceived if one loved it. Similarly, if the
sovereignty was taken away, there should be no dismay or disappointment because, apart from being unreal, it was taken away by Him Who
gave it and t o Whom it belonged. So one should not become happy
and assume airs when praised or honored, nor feel offended and injured when slighted o r maligned; one has t o accept the will of the Lord
and remain cheerful under all circumstances, good or bad, so that the
mind remains unattached or unaffected, come what may.
Narrating the way Baba Ji used to love and look after Him, Maharaj Ji used t o describe a n incident of His life, more or less in the
following words: "Baba Ji used t o pour a lot of affection and attention o n me. Whenever I went t o His feet at Dera Beas, H e would make
me stay in His own room and look after me very lovingly. Once I came
from Murree (a hill station), and alighted from the train at noontime
when the sun was very hot. As I had come from a hilly area, I felt the
impact of heat all the more, and thought of resting for a while o n the
way before going to Dera Beas. While sitting under the shade, however,
it occurred t o me that I was going t o meet the Lord of Lords, and being afraid of the severity of the heat, was resting; but Sussi, who was
in worldly love with Punnu, did better than me; she set out to meet
her beloved in a hot and burning desert, without caring for her life;
and I remembered that a poet had written in Punjabi about this in the
following couplet:
Delicate and tender feet of Sussi were beautified with henna;
The sand was burning in the desert like oats being roasted by
the cooks;
The sun ran under the clouds and, in awe of Sussi's love
stopped shedding its brightness;
Hasham, see the trust of Sussi, as she would not lose her faith.
"Am I a devotee of the Guru? Is it devotion when I am wasting time
on the way and delaying the meeting with the Lord? With this thought,
I started at once, and met some villagers on the way, who were resting
in the shade; they suggested that I rest a while and resume the journey
when the sun was lower. I was, however, already repenting for having
rested and wasted precious time; and I continued the journey as fast
as I could so as t o reach my destination and have a glimpse of the glowing face of my Guru.
"In the meantime, Baba Ji, Who had very frail and tender skin, and
usually avoided going out in the hot sun, started strolling in the sun
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in the courtyard, and continued to do so despite protests from Bibi
Rukko (His attendant and fellow disciple); and He went in only a few
minutes before my actual arrival in the Dera. It was then that it became clear that, in order to save me from the severe heat, Baba Ji had
absorbed it Himself. This is how the Guru takes the suffering of His
children upon Himself without talking about it."
WORK IS WORSHIP

Impressing upon the disciples that work should be treated as worship, He urged that we must earn our living honestly and responsibly.
He used to mention that once He got a very difficult officer, who terrified his subordinates. Afraid, he wrote to Baba Ji about it, and was
told in reply that it was good to have a strict boss as he would be cautious and careful in doing the work, and would do it better. Baba Ji
added that if ever one feels any difficulty in his work, he should always remember the Guru with faith and devotion, and he would be
sure to get help and guidance.
He used to say that we are incompetent to know the greatness of
a Perfect Master, because tied to the body ourselves, we consider Him
to be no more than body; and if this is our faith, then what can we
get from the Guru? He once narrated an incident of His life, when Baba
Ji, on one of His visits to His village, while lying in the bed alone, appeared to be talking to somebody seemingly in sleep; when He "woke
up," Sawan Singh asked Him to whom He was talking. Realizing that
Sawan Singh Ji had heard Him talk, Baba Ji told him not to talk to
anyone about it, and said that some of His disciples who were fighting
on the front lines, had been encircled by the enemy, and that He had
gone to protect and encourage them.
On hearing that, Maharaj Ji told Baba Ji that as ordered by Him,
He would not talk about it to anybody while Baba Ji remained in the
physical body, but after He left, He would make it known to His followers. He would say that it is a pity that we do not hesitate to sacrifice even our life for our children and relatives, who are of no use and
help at the time of death, but we do not show even a little love for
the Guru Who has taken over our burdens and sufferings, comes to
take us at the time of death and transports us across the sea of life,
without charging a penny and without ever mentioning it to us.
OPPOSITION

When he started the spiritual work in Punjab, the residents of the
area were mostly engaged in rites, rituals and idolatry, and considered
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reading scriptures or singing hymns as religion. In such an atmosphere
and climate, revival of the teachings of the Perfect Masters was bound
to attract criticism, as the priestly order did not want to be deprived
of their position.
The religious establishment was stung by His teachings, which bypassed it entirely and emphasized the immanence of God in every human being, and commenced organized campaigns against Him and His
mission. But gifted with the treasure of large-heartedness and divinity,
He said nothing in reply, showing pity and mercy on them, and continued His work with courage and conviction and redoubled enthusiasm.
The opponents tried to disrupt His meetings, prevented aspirants from
going to Him, distributed pamphlets and posters containing falsehoods
about Him and His mission, and spared no effort whatsoever to defame Him and mar His work. But His caravan went on and on, without any attention to what others were doing against Him. Instead He
wished well for everybody, particularly those opposing Him, showed
concern for their welfare, and gave them loving attention whenever need
and opportunity arose.
Once, hot-headed and fanatical followers of a particular religion set
up a camp next to His ashram in Beas, and broadcast propaganda
against Him, all day continuously. At noon, when He was passing that
way after finishing Satsang, He stopped in front of their camp, and
addressing them as dear ones, said that as they had no arrangement
for food, they must be feeling hungry and that they might go and take
food from His Langar, because He was their own. And He asked His
followers, accompanying Him, to take those brethren along and feed
them, lest they feel shy to go there and take food. This was His concern for humanity which made Him loved not only by His friends, but
by those who called themselves His foes; He used to say that when the
soul goes up, every human being becomes your own, and the distinctions keeping one human being from another are finished. One sees
the Creator in each and every sentient and non-sentient being.
On the other hand, He never allowed propoganda or publicity to be
done for Him or His mission. Once He went to a city for Satsang, and
attendance in the first meeting was small. The organizers were worried
and sought His permission to let the people in the city and areas around
know about His visit. But He did not agree, and remarked that those
who had to d o this work were not sitting idle. In the meantime, it so
happened that followers of a particular extremist sect went round the
city proclaiming through loud-speakers that the Radhasoami Guru had
come to the city, and he had magic in his eyes, and by putting some
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musical instrument in the head, he wins over people and makes them
hear melodious symphonies; but as this was against their religious injunctions, nobody should go to him. This negative propaganda aroused
the curiosity of the people, and they turned up in very large numbers
to see what this was all about; and finding His discourses to be relevant and appealing, many asked for Initiation. Subsequently, He observed, "It is He who sends and it is He who pulls," and that we should
always have faith in Him.
WORSHIP

Describing the condition of the world, He used to explain that humanity is the crown of creation and was made by God Almighty in His
own image. The human body consists of five elements-earth, fire, air,
water and ether - and it was a pity that man, the leader of this creation, is engaged in the worship of plants, animals, reptiles, etc., which
have just one or two elements only and do not possess the intellect and
wisdom to distinguish between right and wrong, let alone make decisions as to what should be done to carry them across the sea of life.
The worship of gods and goddesses can be understood as a mighty and
wealthy individual worshipping his servants; for they were created for
the service of humanity, not worship. It was only God and God alone
Who was worthy of worship; and no one could reach or Know Him
without coming in contact with, or securing the guidance of, a Perfect
Guru who had himself known Him, seen Him and manifested Him
within himself, and was competent and commissioned to help others
do the same.
Caught in rites and rituals and outer practices, and having increasingly lost contact with the Controlling Power prevailing everywhere,
we are worshipers of religions and religious orders instead of the omnipresent and omnipotent God; and He often pointed out that even
those who were fortunate to come to the feet of the Perfect Master
were also sometimes misled and misguided by those who do not devote
themselves to meditation nor keep the order of the Guru and consequently raise doubts and point fingers at those who devote their lives
solely in His remembrance. He would add that those who always keep
their faces toward Him, spend night after night in weeping for Him,
and immerse themselves in His unbounded love, do manifest Him within
themselves and go to His lap whenever they like. Such seekers never
speak ill of anybody, not even of those who criticize or torment them;
instead they shower their love on their misguided brethren and pray
to the Guru for their betterment.
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Maharaj Ji always enjoined upon His followers to rise above the
world and worldliness by controlling desires and passions and collecting the scattered attention at the point just behind the two eyebrows,
so that we can reach the Radiant Form of the Master, Who will reply
to all our questions and help and guide us in all matters wherever we are.
SIMRAN AND WHAT TO DO WITH THE MIND

Once a disciple told Him that his mind was troubling him and did
not allow him to sit in meditation, and he was told, "There may be
many reasons for the mind not to engage itself in Simran at the time
of meditation; one has to keep a strict watch on it and not allow it to
run riot. Even if it does, bring it back again and again, and tell the
mind in strong terms that you have to sit for meditation for the specified time and till then it should not raise any thoughts, and if it still
does so, throw the thoughts out. In this way, mind will become habituated to sitting inside and will become peaceful.
"Sometimes it happens that the mind is suffering from some worry
and is deprived of the peace and pleasure inside. The remedy for worries is that one should convince the mind that our fate was decided long
before our birth, and came to us with the body, and that it is unchangeable. We should take such steps as necessary to redress the worry. But
do not allow the mind to keep thinking about it in meditation and disturb the attention. If the mind keeps running during meditation, then
even if one sits for six hours, it will be no use. Develop the habit of
repeating the Holy Names when you are free or go walking, etc., and
while going to sleep also do so without fail, so that when you get up,
you will feel as fresh as if you have gotten up after doing Simran for
a long time. In this way the mind will become quiet and be engaged
in Simran. Mind is our only enemy in this world. The Holy Scriptures
speak of the ways by which it can be subdued. You can satisfy yourself
by reading them. Don't be disheartened, keep on doing Simran gradually and regularly. When the course of Simran is completed and perfected, it will become a tremendous force and can stop a running train.
"It is good to wish that someone connected with you may get the
divine Naam; but he should not be forced to do so, under any circumstances, as otherwise one has to take his karmic debt. If someone prays
for someone to be initiated, but the Master does not want to do it, the
prayer will not be of much use, but one's wishing so is not bad.
"One should not leave the Simran irrespective of the taunts of family, friends, or the world, even if one is not able to go inside, because
Simran is the most important tool with the help and assistance of which
alone one can acquire access to the inner planes."
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TO FIND TIME FOR SATSANG

On another occasion, some dear one submitted that he was so busy
in his work that he had no time for Satsang, and the Holy One pointed
out forcefully that the chores of life will not end - instead we ourselves
will end. Quoting from Gurbani, "Nobody has ever won the world or
its involvement, but the involvement has won and worn us out," He
said that it is incumbent upon every dear one on the path, while performing worldly duties, to find time for Satsang without fail.
NO LIBERATION WITHOUT MEDITATION

On still another occasion, some people came to Him and requested
that they may be "taken up" and liberated, without meditation. He became stern, and replied that what they had said was not possible, as
this was their work and duty, and they had to do it themselves,.whether
they do it in this life or in the next; adding that it will have to be resumed from where it is left.
GURUBHAKTI

Sometimes, when He was in a good mood, He would say, "Caught
in mind and matter, it is no doubt difficult to do meditation; but if
the disciples can develop intense love and longing for the Guru, elminating the love of the world and worldly relations, they will benefit considerably and be saved from the problem of life and death; as in due
course, they will become what they always think of and go where He,
Whom they constantly remember, goes."
Talking on the same subject, that the veil of the mind is removed
when one develops intense love for the Guru, He used to explain that
the Guru is like a railway engine, and till one manifests Him, how would
the carriage of the mind and body be pushed and driven. He also used
to add that by having pure and selfless love, the heart is purified; with
the visualization of the form of the Master, the eyes become pure; and
by hearing the celestial music the ears get purified.
CELIBACY AND MARRIAGE

According to the custom then prevailing in the area to which He belonged, He was married while still a child; but His wife died before
the consummation ceremony, many years after the marriage, took place.
By the time He was married again, He had completed twenty-five years
of celibacy. While advising His followers that married life was no bar
to spirituality, if carried on according to the restraints and restrictions
enjoined by the scriptures, He used to mention sometimes that during
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His entire service career, His wife lived with Him for a total period
of about six months.
Chastity was thus a commendable aspect of His life, worthy of emulation by us-His followers. Even at the ripe age of ninety years, He
was able to roar like a lion at exceedingly large gatherings. During the
later years of His life, the number of His followers increased substantially, increasing the work and strain on Him. His simple, pure, straight
and chaste life enabled Him to work physically for very long hours sometimes, up to seventeen or eighteen hours a day - till His end. As
a householder, He fulfilled His worldly obligations and responsibilities admirably, and at the same time kept and engaged His heart and
soul first in the continuous search for the Truth and Godway; then,
after meeting Baba Jaimal Singh Ji, in unlimited devotion to His Guru
and abiding by His orders; and ultimately in the spiritual upliftment
of humanity.
FAMILY

His wife, Shrimati Krishan Kaur Ji, was an extremely good and sweetnatured lady, who was also greatly inclined and devoted toward the
spiritual cause. She cooperated fully with the Holy and High One by
allowing Him all the time He needed to administer the needs of the
searching souls and the satsang. She remained sick for some time before her death, and someone asked Hazur Maharaj Ji why she, who
was a noble and devoted soul, suffered so much; and He said that she
had to because she allowed the people to bow before her and touch
her feet.
He had three sons, of whom one died very young and two others
survived Him. In order to settle His children well, He invested all the
money which He got as a retirement benefit in purchasing agricultural
lands. Later, when canals were dug for irrigation and canal water became available, the price of the land went up very considerably, with
the result that His children became well off, and got far more than their
needs and requirements.
Some months before His departure from the physical world (1948),
He openly declared in a monthly Satsang that He had served the Sangat for about forty-five years, and during this period He had lived always upon His own earnings and tried to do His very best physically,
mentally and financially for the work and mission of His Guru. He
said that He had had to use the petrol of the Satsang for going to various places, in connection with the Satsang work, and that He had consumed vegetables grown in the Satsang farms, for which He sought
the indulgence and forgiveness of the Sangat. Continuing, He said that
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if He owed any money or any other thing to any dear one, he could
get it from Him then and there, or in private, as the dear one might
consider proper; if, however, anyone owed Him any money or any other
thing, it would be treated as having been paid and the matter settled.
Simultaneously, He made His two sons stand before the Sangat with
folded hands, and said that He had given them enough personal property, wealth and possessions and had always enjoined on them to live
by their own earnings and never cast eyes on the wealth and property
of the Satsang, with which they had absolutely no connection.
On another occasion, He remarked that with the grace of His Guru,
He had left enough for His children to have a decent living, and that
He wanted His children to earn their living for themselves and not be
a burden on the Satsang or His followers, as sometimes the children
and family of the Saints become, under the influence of mind and
matter.
HOW THE NEGATIVE POWER TRIES TO FOOL US

Describing a fracture which He sustained on falling from His horse
while in service, He used to say that even though He was under very
great suffering initially, yet He got relief from the time He wrote to
His Guru, and that His huge karmic debt, for which He was to suffer
for years, was settled within no time. He would also say that the doctors had advised Him to take chicken soup so that His bones would
be properly set and joined, but as He could not do so, He thought that
He would ask His Guru about it in meditation; but when he actually
sat for meditation, the Negative Power appeared in the form of His
Guru and said that if the doctors had advised Him, He could take the
chicken soup in the interest of His health. When He did Simran, the
so-called Guru got up and walked away. As He was not satisfied with
the reply, He wrote to His Guru at once, and was told that it should
not be consumed under any circumstances, and that the orders of the
Guru were the same, whether from inside or outside. He would use
this as an example of how the Negative Power tries to fool the disciple,
and how we should be very careful.
IT?
Once a gentleman approached Him and said that it was all very well
that He bestowed the precious gift of Naam on all sincere seekers of
Truth, but it did not seem proper that He made no distinction between
a real seeker and the worst of sinners. Maharaj Ji told him, "Does a
competent washerman ever refuse any clothes, however filthy they might
be? In the same way, a Perfect Master never refuses anyone who comes
WHO DESERVES
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to Him with a sincere and genuine desire, however dim his past may
be, provided he is prepared to repent the past and start a new life."
He loved all human beings, irrespective of caste, creed, community
or color, and also atheists. While He was posted at Murree, an atheist
suffering from tuberculosis came there and wanted some accommodation, to regain his health; but everybody refused to accommodate him,
first because he was suffering from an infectious disease, and secondly
because he did not believe in God. He came to Maharaj Ji's house also,
Who at that time was on duty; but His housekeeper also refused him
accommodation. While the atheist was leaving His house, Hazur Maharaj Ji arrived and finding a person going out, enquired from His
housekeeper who he was; and on being told, said, "Look here, this man
may not know that God resides in him, but we know it, don't we? Please
give him accommodation." So broad was His angle of vision and so
large was His heart.
Who could understand such a one as He? We could know Him only
to the extent that He revealed Himself to us. He used to say that when
the child is in the primary class, the teacher gives him, out of all his
knowledge, only that much as is required by the lessons of the primary
class; but as the child goes up the ladder, class by class, the teacher
goes on giving him more and more knowledge; and thus the child knows
the teacher only to the extent the teacher lets him.
A messenger of peace, as He was, He cooled the burning hearts wherever He went. Once, in the days before India's partition there were some
communal clashes between the Hindus and the Muslims at Multan (now
in Pakistan). He went there and held Satsang, hearing which, the prominent people of the place remarked that if only He had come earlier,
the trouble which had gripped the place would not have arisen at all.
How rightly He used to declare that Masters come to this world to join
brothers and sisters professing different faiths and belonging to different communities together, and not to tear them apart.
THE BEST USE OF DARSHAN

In this world of mind and materialism, it is difficult for any dear
one to go to a Perfect Master and have faith and confidence in Him,
and take full advantage from Him. Once He advised some dear ones,
in this regard, in the following words:
"When you meet a Great Master, as a result of some very good fortune, then have your Master's darshan as if you were a man tormented
by acute hunger, or like an infant who yearns for the protective mother,
the only source of nourishment; and if anyone interferes between him
and his mother, he cries painfully and falls into desperation; or like
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a rainbird who drinks only the water of rain, when finally the sky bursts
into showers; or like a fish separated from water, when it goes back
to the soothing water. Like this, one should get elated on seeing the
Satguru, so much so that on having His Darshan, the devotee should
forget the consciousness of his body and have no thought or consideration of rain, sunshine or shadow.
"Look minutely into the middle of the Master's two luminous eyes,
riveting your attention on it. Don't blink your eyes as far as possible.
Hear the recitation and utterance of the Great Master with your ears
and have darshan with your eyes. The gaze should be so confined that
you see only the holy face of the Satguru and do not see the face of
anyone else. Silently imbibe the utterance of the Satguru. Do not pay
any attention to any noise, such as knocking at the door, or whatever
anyone else says. If individuals come in and say hello, shake hands,
or wish good morning or good evening to the Great Master, do not
pay attention to them; if you do so it means disrespect to the Master.
It is a great loss for one to leave the Master's precious darshan and
look toward others. Be so much absorbed that your attention does not
divert towards the person who might interrupt.
"After hearing the discourse, one should not speak to anyone, nor
see anyone. Put emphasis on the Simran. Escape from the company
of those talking or socializing. Rest assured that the Satguru will fill
the pipe of our heart with His darshan. If you start talking with anyone, the heart will keep on emptying what one gets from darshan."
Usually, He did not allow anybody to talk of His greatness or say
anything in His praise. But sometimes when under the insistence of the
disciples, He agreed and allowed His birthday to be celebrated, people
would have the opportunity of talking about Him. On one such occasion, when on a birthday celebration, illuminating stanzas were being
sung and recited in appreciation of Him and there was invocation for
His gracious mercy, He spoke emotionally and said, "Look here, when
you scale me with the Lord Providence or Almighty, I do not accept
it. Let us for the sake of argument take what you say to be true; then
if you adore me like the Highest Saint gracing the earth and representing the Father, just keep my commandments and you will be benefited
and my mission will be successful."
His audience consisted of people from all walks of life, and He did
not mind people asking questions in the Satsang itself. Once a doctor
friend said that he had conducted numerous surgical operations but
had never come across or seen the spiritual planes the Master was speaking about. Hazur Maharaj Ji explained to the doctor lovingly that the
planes He talked about were in the subtle and causal regions and could
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not be seen by the physical eye: just as the radio transmits the music
of the instruments or the voice of the speaker but one cannot find the
instruments or the person speaking by breaking the radio; similarly one
can not find the spiritual planes by vivisecting the body or brain.
To another person, who begged for His grace and mercy, He said,
"How little you people know, that the Guru goes to every disciple at
the eye focus in the early hours of every morning, with a basketful of
Grace and Mercy, but finding them asleep feels sorry and is unable to
pass it on to them."
Another dear one attempted to touch His feet to obtain His blessings, but admonishing and warning him in His own peculiar way, Maharaj Ji said, "What you seek in the feet of the Guru is in His eyes;
see Him there if you want to get something from Him."
A tireless worker, He used to say that this body has to perish one
day and we should take as much work from it for the mission of the
Guru as we can. Keeping this in view, He sacrificed His bodily comfort and devoted His life to the Holy Cause.
Numerous poems, essays and compositions have been written in His
praise. Many were written by His Gurumukh disciple, Sant Kirpal Singh
Ji Maharaj, and others by Sant Ajaib Singh Ji, Who went to meet Him
at Peshawar, on hearing from some Pathans at Nowshewar who Had
seen Him there, that He was beautiful and bewitching; and later was
fortunate to spend considerable time at His feet and under his guidance at Beas when His army battalion was posted there.
MISSION

Talking about His mission in this world, He said, "Saints come to
this world neither to create any new religion nor to discard the ones
already existing; neither to acquire name and fame, nor worldly wealth;
but to help souls to get back to the House of the True Father. The Saints
are not interested in raising an army of disciples; but They are moved
by the plight of the wandering souls, and under the influence of their
love, which is inexhaustible, They show them the Pathway to God;
pointing out that if this human body, which has the invaluable opportunity of meeting Him, is lost; who knows how many ages it might take
for another occasion to become available? So long as Saints remain
in the human body, they continue to give, give and give to each and
everyone who comes to Them, without any reward or compensation.
It is only the rare and fortunate ones, undeterred by what friends, family
and the whole world may say, sit at the feet of the Master Souls of
the time, and acting on Their commandments, make proper use of the
time and opportunity, and liberate themselves. When such accomplished
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souls come to the world, They bring solace and peace to the burning
hearts, unite people professing different religions in unbreakable bonds
of mutual love and recognition, and flood humanity with Their divine
mercy and grace."
He loved to be alone, right from His childhood, and mostly stayed
at home instead of spending time with others. This tendency increased
after He met His Guru, Baba Jaimal Singh Ji Maharaj, Who ordered
Him to utilize all the spare time at His disposal in the remembrance
of the Lord and His meditations. Later, during the days of His spiritual
ministry at Beas, He loved to be left to Himself after finishing His work,
including meetings with visitors.
Rising above bias and bigotry, and with respect for all religions, He
studied the literature and scriptures of almost all religions, and was
well conversant with their essentials. He knew and had a very good
working knowledge of Hindi, English, Urdu and Persian, and used to
quote extensively from the writings of Saints of all traditions, including the Sufis. An unending reservoir of contentment, forgiveness, love,
humility, devotion and selfless service, He was an emperor of spirituality and distributed it with large-heartedness and mercy. He used to
present the philosophy of the Masters in marvelously simple words,
without hurting the feelings of anyone.
DERA BEAS

Himself used to simple living, He made the atmosphere of His
Ashram at Beas overflow with spirituality, simplicity, truthfulness, selfless service and, above all, meditation. It was on this account that the
disciples of Hazur Maharaj Ji were renowned for their conduct and
truthfulness, and even the courts of justice admitted the evidence of
His disciples without further scrutiny, as it was understood that His
disciples would only bear witness to what was true.
NAAM

He used to explain, "The blessing of Naam, given by the Perfect Master, is the most invaluable gift in human experience; it is not merely
words, but the attention of the Master Soul giving it, for it is nothing
but a bit of His own self-earned treasure of divinity, obtained through
hard meditation with the grace of His Guru."
He would also say, "Once the seed of Naam is sown by a Perfect
Master in any soul, it is bound to sprout up sooner or later, and cannot go to waste."
Once, while He was explaining the theory of Surat Shabd Yoga and
giving the mantra used in Simran at the time of Initiation, a non-initiate
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concealed himself at a place nearby and heard the Names that the Master
gave. Later on, someone brought the matter to His notice, but H e said,
"What does it matter? If a dog passes through a cotton field it doesn't
come out wearing a dress; if Naam was just words, a five-year old girl
a t the spinning wheel could give it. It is attention and can be given only
by an accomplished and proficient soul t o the disciples H e selects."
ON CRITICISM AND SLANDER

While speaking of criticism of others, in which we people usually
indulge day in day out, H e used to say that in it we people waste our
lifetime; it had no taste, was neither sweet, nor sour, or bitter, and yet
the whole world was suffering from it very badly; and by speaking ill
of others, we diminish our own self.
RESTORATION OF EYESIGHT TO A DEVOTEE

As already stated, H e would say that Saints always live in the will
of the Lord, and d o not perform miracles. However, nature is at their
beck and call and takes n o time in doing what they think to be proper
and necessary. Thus many seemingly miraculous occurences can happen around a true Master. In the early thirties, Bibi Hardevi (Tai Ji)
a lady in Rawalpindi (now in Pakistan) lost her eye sight and after consultation with the best specialists, it was found that the optical nerves
had shriveled and there was n o hope of recovering the sight; she could
see nothing. Inwardly, however, she was constantly enjoying the Darshan of Baba Sawan Singh Ji and therefore not at all dismayed. After
two days of blindness, when her husband and Sardar Kirpal Singh Ji
were sitting with her, she saw that the Master and another person were
discussing something, and the other person was begging Hazur Maharaj Ji t o have mercy and restore her eyesight, and the Master was
saying, "All right, all right." The husband of the lady was sitting with
closed eyes, when suddenly he saw a brilliant light and at exactly that
very time, the lady, who was lying o n the bed, got up and ran across
the room, saying, "I can see, I can see." In a n apparently magical way,
her eyesight had been restored.*
ANOTHER MIRACLE

Sant Kirpal Singh Ji used t o tell this story in Satsang: "Hazur used
t o visit his home town from time t o time, usually accompanied by
hundreds of followers, and there was always a free kitchen arrangement for them. O n one visit there was a large group of Akali Sikhs
* According to Taiji herself, the "other person" was Sant Kirpal Singh Ji.
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camped nearby for some special celebration. These Akalis were against
Baba Sawan Singh's teachings, so they planned to bring disgrace upon
him by going to his free kitchen after the meal had finished and the
kitchen closed. Nearly three hundred of them sat down outside the
kitchen door and demanded that food be served to them immediately.
Someone told me what had happened and I hurried to the kitchen to
find that there was just half a basket of bread. I called the cook and
told him to light the fires and make more bread, but the three hundred
people outside started shouting for food. Just then, Hazur entered the
kitchen and said, 'Kirpal Singh, why are you not giving them food?'
I replied, 'Hazur, there is only half a basketful of bread, how can I
feed three hundred people with that? We have to make more.' Baba
Sawan Singh smiled and said, 'Fear not, but cover the basket with a
cloth and go on serving the bread.' I did as Hazur had instructed, and
the three hundred men ate and ate until they could eat no more, and
when the meal was finished there was still the same amount of bread
left as there had been at the start."

5. Some Sayings of the Master
Some other incidents of His life, or important sayings which He used
to repeat for the benefit of His disciples, are as follows:
1. "There were two peasant brothers who cultivated their own land.
(In villages with canals, farmers have fixed turns to get water.) In the
morning, the brothers used to go to their fields and sit in meditation,
and continue sitting until the Master's form appeared inside and blessed
them. On that day, as the time for getting water arrived, the Master's
form had not appeared. But after consulting each other, both of them
decided that without caring for water (which they needed badly) they
would continue in meditation until the Radiant Form of the Guru appeared and blessed them, and they got what they wished for." Narrating this incident, He used to say that that was the kind of devotion
which would bring results.
2. "Those who lead a clean life and put in time for the spiritual practices, do have pity on themselves; but those who are given up to sensual enjoyments and pleasures, and not put in time for this work, are
cutting their throats with their own knives. So take these words to your
heart and act on them. You will change in days."
3 . "If we go on fighting over unnecessary things, we will achieve nothing. If we can help anyone, whether an animal or a human being, there
is no harm in doing it. But if we cannot help, and the situation is such
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that our help is not going to do any good, then we should leave the
soul alone."
4. Once an initiate committed some mistake, and in order to confess
it before the Master, he blackened his face, put a garland of broken
shoes around his neck, and came to the Satsang. When the Satsang
was about to finish, he stood up and requested Him to forgive him,
because he had committed that mistake. Hazur said to him, "All right,
listen to me," and then He told the following story to the whole congregation:
"Once there was an old woman, and she had a goat and a monkey.
Both the animals were her pets. Once that old woman prepared many
delicious dishes, and before she ate them, she thought of going to the
market to buy some yoghurt. While she was away from the house, the
monkey went into the kitchen, ate all the food, drank the milk, and
putting some milk and food on the mouth of the goat, removed her
rope and released her. On returning, when the women did not find the
food and saw the mouth of the goat, she thought that the goat had
eaten her food; the monkey cleverly sat with eyes closed, pretending
that it was doing meditation. The women feeling upset, started beating
the goat. A man saw all this drama and remarked, 'What a poor goat!
She had to get the beating without doing anything; and what a clever
monkey! Having done the mischief, it avoided the punishment and was
pretending to do the devotion.' It is the mind which plays the mischief,
and it is the body and soul who suffer for it."
5. He was very much opposed to suicide, and used to say that those
who do it will never be forgiven.
6. Once, while He was at Dalhousie, the sevadars prepared and served
the food for the Sangat to eat. Sitting in rows, everyone folded both
hands and started praying to the Master for His blessings. In the meantime, the food prepared for Him was cooling down, and His housekeeper requested Him to start taking it. But He replied that He was
being fed by the Sangat which was praying to Him and offering food
to Him internally. The housekeeper therefore requested the Sangat to
take food so that Master could also take it. This was a way of telling
the Sangat, that when they pray to Him earnestly, He has to respond
and hear and pay attention to them.
7. "Just as devotees of the Lord give one tenth of their earnings towards the Holy Cause, similarly, we should give one tenth of our timeabout two and a half hours a day-for our meditation, to gain His
pleasure."
8. When anyone complained to Him about one's inability to still the
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mind, He would reply, "Your Simran is not concentrated enough"; and
for the complaint of not being able to sit in meditation, the same reply
was given. This was His method of stressing that constant and ceaseless Simran is the key to concentration of mind at the eye focus, the
starting point of further spiritual progress.
9. "If one cannot even describe the beauty of Taj Mahal (the famous
building built by the Moghul Emperor, Shah Jehan), how can we compare anything to God? It is better to concentrate, go within and see
His beauty for ourselves."
10. "When we want to get some furniture made, we go to a carpenter
every time we need a piece. But what if we were to bring him to our
house permanently? Then whenever we want furniture made, we can
have it without having to go out after it. Similarly, one time we pray
for our children, another time for our business, still another time for
our health, etc.; why not manifest that Power within? And then all our
desires can be fulfilled."
11. "Sometimes we do some good thing, help a needy person, or those
in distress, do some seva or sit in meditation; but after doing all this,
we become proud and enlarge our ego; which is just like preparing delicious food and then putting coal ash over it. We spoil all that we had
prepared and waste the effort for nothing."
12. Once a disciple stood up in the Satsang and said that if someone
gets pleasure in meditation, what should he sacrifice on the Guru? He
laughed heartily, and said that the disciple should sacrifice his mind
over the Guru; and the dear one said that he sacrificed his mind, when
Maharaj Ji quipped, "First make it your own; how can you sacrifice
something which has not become your own?"
13. There was a very advanced disciple who was always seen in torn
and tattered clothes, and belonged to a low caste. Once, when he tried
to sit in the Satsang in the front, the many rich and high-caste people
sitting there did not like it and tried to elbow him out. He, however,
persisted and forcibly sat there. After the Satsang was over, the Master said to him, "Bai Lehna, you may also throw your bomb." He got
up and pointed toward Maharaj Ji, and said, "This gracious Maharaj
Ji, Whom all of you seek, is very great and kind and stays the whole
night in the quilt of this poor and poverty-stricken body that you do
not even allow to sit near you." But Master stopped him from saying
anything further. This was his way of teaching those rich persons and
advising them to shun casteism.
14. "There is a lot of cheating and deception in the world, but one
gets a substantial return, say sixty or seventy percent, despite this degra-
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dation. But in the field of so-called spirituality, things have gone so
bad that one does not receive anything in return for what one does."
What a wonderful way of commenting upon the false gurus!
15. Once some people came to him and said that they had heard that
according to his horoscope, He would live for a hundred years, and
even more. In reply, He said, "It is really so, but only if you people
will allow me to sit peacefully and make use of me for the purpose I
came; if you trouble me with your desires for worldly matters, I may
go early also."
16. "A women gives everything to her husband, but not her mind."
17. "A person fell in an uncovered well. Another person, while passing by the well, found him in the well, took mercy on him, brought
a rope and, throwing it in the well, asked him to catch hold of it so
that he may be pulled out. However, the person who had fallen in the
well, started questioning him, asking him as to how he fell there, who
dug the well, how deep was it, how much money was spent on it and
if he fell down again, will he be pulled out. The man outside with the
rope told him to come out and then ask the questions." Comparing
his condition with the worldly people, He would say that Perfect
Masters, finding us deeply involved and engrossed in this world, its
attachments and its sufferings, have pity on us and try to put us on
the Path to get out of it. But we keep raising unnecessary questions
and lose a most valuable opportunity.
18. "If somebody takes a purgative, even by mistake, it will work
and clear the stomach. Similarly, if someone takes the Name of God,
even mistakenly, one is bound to benefit."
19. "When a high Soul comes to this world, the worshipers of wealth
and women also gather round Him. Whatever a person asked of me,
I granted. He who wanted riches, got riches; he who wished for lands
was given lands; those who wanted Me, got Me in abundance."
20. "Experience is the best teacher. If someone praises his wooden
sword and in ignorance considers it to be the best, the only way to disillusion him is to ask him to try a few strokes with it. His eyes will soon
see reality."
21. "Life is a combination of pains and pleasures. If the happy days
are gone, then the days of adversity will also go, in their turn, to make
room for the happy days again. The karmic cycle must work. The arrows that have left the bow must find their mark. Man should put up
with it, as best he can, for karma is unchangeable."
22. "The mind feels shy to give in and come in touch with the Sound
Current inside, for there it loses its identity and freedom. Instead, it
is prepared to go to the extent of sitting in trenches in the face of bullets
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to win a shallow victory, or face the risk of crossing the Atlantic Ocean
to establish a record."
23. "The soul is pure and needs no cleaning. The dirt is mind and
as long as the mind does not go within and catch the Current, the soul
cannot go within. Hence the time spent in the Sound Current is time
spent usefully, for during that time, the problem of life is being solved.
No talk or theory is a substitute for that. It is a practical separation
of form, mind and soul from the combination of the three. It is an
uphill task."
24. "The Path of Light and Sound is the basis of all religions."
25. Once a question arose that among the initiates some have reached
the goal by their practices, and some others are still on the way; so
how does true relationship apply? The Master explained, "Everyone
has to cross the river; some cross in the first boat, some in the second,
and so on. After all, the landing stage on the other side is the same
for all boats, and all the travelers will meet there. The true relationship
made by the Guru cannot be broken, and like the beads of an unbreakable string, the Guru strings us together."
26. "One who has studied and become a graduate during his lifetime,
will remain a graduate even after his death. But he who has remained
illiterate during his lifetime, cannot hope to become a graduate after
his death."
27. "The God Power manifests in some human pole so it can contact
the disciples; then it resides in them and does not leave or forsake them
till it leads the soul of the disciple, step by step, to its final destination,
Sat Naam."
28. "Please put in some more effort on your part so that I do not
have to carry each one of you on my shoulders. It will make my task
easier if you do your duty."
29. "Just as a calf coming from the distant fields drinks the milk of
its mother, but the ticks clinging to the udder of the cow day and night
only suck the blood; similarly, a devoted soul coming from a distance
gets the benefit from the Master, while those living with Him, or nearby,
often only suck His blood."
30. "There are three main differences between the teachers from Brahmand, or Avatars, and the Saints, who are practioners of Sound:
1. The Saints reach the eighth spiritual plane while the Brahmand Avatars do not go beyond the second.
2. The Saints go by Sound, while the Avatars travel by light
or sound of the second degree.
3. As the second spiritual plane (Trikuti) lies within the scope
of Maya and Kal, and the coverings of all three bodies (physical,
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astral and causal) cannot be removed until the third stage (Daswan
Dwar) is reached, the souls of Avatars are not so pure and powerful against temptations; hence they too are subject to karmic law
and come into the world again and again, at intervals."
31. "The attitude of humble submissiveness on the internal journey
of the soul sometimes becomes dangerous, as it is possible that other
souls may mislead one to their own abode and stop one's further progress; we should avoid them, just as in the world, when we have to
finish our work soon, we avoid those people who are liable to delay us."
32. "So long as the practitioner on this Path does not surrender his
all (body, mind and possessions) to the Guru, his soul does not become
purified."
33. "We have no enemy in the world; all are our own except our lower
self, who is our only enemy. A practitioner of this Path has everlasting
strife with his lower self; therefore, he is always on his guard against
its deception."
34. "A disciple should have firm belief that he shall surely succeed
in this Path; if not, then he shall die in it and shall go on struggling
till his last breath; for no pain seems better than this. It is better to
die in its search, than to live and attain worldly degrees."
35. "Desire has debased the soul. When it desires something and fails
to find the object of its desire, it feels pain. We should, therefore, abandon our desires right now and accustom ourselves to be resigned to the
will of God."
36. "The Guru gives a long rope to the disciples. But when He pulls
it, He sets everything in order."
37. "Nobody on earth can snatch the gift of Naam bestowed by a
Perfect Master. Even Kal, the Negative Power, cannot take it away.
When a soul is taken beyond the three spiritual planes into the fourth
one by the Perfect Master, then Kal and Maya begin to beat their
breasts, and say, 'Oh! One man is gone.' "
38. "The longing for Naam means turning your back on kam (lust).
Turning your face to one means turning your back to the other."
39. "We keep shuttling, like the weaver's shuttle, from one body to
another, in the eighty-four lakh creation, and are always in chains like
a confined criminal."
40. "Make me a common ground on which brothers and sisters of
all religions can sit together." This was instruction to Sant Kirpal Singh,
His gurmukh disciple.
41. "Nothing of the world goes with us at the time of death, and
yet we are inextricably involved with it. A Saint was going somewhere,
and one of His disciples accompanying Him drew His attention toward
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a big herd of cattle; when the Saint asked him whether he had anything of his own in that herd, he told Him that he didn't, but a child
buffalo of his father's elder brother was there. The Saint commented
that even though there is nothing of our own in this whole world, yet
how deeply are we entangled in it."
42. "As long as one has not freed the attention from the matter or
body, and come inside at the eye focus, and has not made contact with
the astral Form of the Master, thereby having cast off 'I-ness' or self;
one cannot be accepted by the Sound Current."
43. "Those who want to see me as an ideal householder should come
to Sirsa (where His personal lands and agricultural property was situated), and those who want to see me as a Fakir should come to Dera
(His ashram at Beas)."
44. "You cannot clear up all the thorns which you yourself have
spread in your path, but you can wear heavy boots for your protection."
45. "All the dear ones are Satsangis, but there are some 'homey' Satsangis, those who are at home with the Master. Such people are dearer
to Him than anybody else in the world."
46. "We hesitate to do a wrong thing in the presence of a child. Do
we not realize that God within us is watching all our actions?"
47. "Master will definitely take all His initiates to the Ultimate Goal,
but only after cleaning them from all blemishes. No one wants to keep
dirty clothes. A washerman never refuses to wash even the dirtiest
clothes, because he knows his own competency; sometimes he may have
to put in a little extra effort."
48. "Master does not add anything to the disciple from outside. He
shows us the way to our ultimate goal; not only that, He demonstrates
how one can get the inner contact by withdrawing us from the intellectual and sensual planes."
49. "If I succeed in taking one person to Sach Khand, I think my
life will be crowned with success."
50. "I do not want people who are conscious of their wealth, elevated
position or power. I only want the poor and humble. Those who work
with me, will have to give up their homes, clothes and money, and come
in humility as a poor man. This is the kind of work I want."
51. "From the time of Initiation, when the Master takes over the
charge of a soul, He is constantly aware of that soul; He wants to see
it installed on the throne of bliss and peace. Even if the devotee leaves
the Master or loses faith in Him, He never leaves him. He will someday bring the devotee on the Path again. His mission is to take up souls,
and a soul once initiated is never deserted; that is the law."
52. "Birth follows desire. We are born again because our attention
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is given deeply to desires, and unfulfilled desires bring the attention
back. When the desire is for higher Planes, and not for the things of
the world, then why should we return to this world after death? The
attention will go up; and for those who have, while living, concentrated
at the eye focus, there is no return."
53. In a reply to a question asked in 1925 by His American Representatives, Dr. and Mrs. Brock, as to Whom to look for guidance if the
present Master goes out of life, He said in a letter dated 17 December:
"Master leaves the physical frame, in His time, like other people, but
remains with the devotees in the astral form as long as the devotee has
not crossed the astral plane. All internal guidance will be done by Him,
and it is He Who will come to take charge of the soul at the time of
death. And in case a devotee rises above the eye focus and meets Him
daily, he will meet Him inwardly as usual. He will continue to discharge
His inward duties of guidance as before; only He cannot give instructions outwardly for the simple reason that He has left the physical vehicle. The functions which could be performed by the physical form
only will now be done by His Successor. All outward guidance will be
done by the successor and the devotees of the Master Who is gone will
love the Successor no less. They will get the benefit of the outward instructions from the Successor; correspondence will be done with the
Successor, and you will know who the Successor is."
54. "Mind is not a thing which can be switched on and off at will.
It cannot be taken away from its routine course, in spite of our best
efforts, in a day, a month, or a year. It is a life-long struggle. Those
who have undergone this struggle, or who are engaged in it, understand
what it is to conquer the mind.
"If it were an easy affair, Guru Nanak would not have sat on pebbles for twenty years, Christ would not have spent nineteen years in
the Tibetan hills, and Swami Ji Maharaj would not have contemplated
in a solitary, dark, back room for seventeen years. 1 need not say more;
you know the struggle."
55. "Take me as your elder brother, friend, teacher, father or as an
old and experienced person, and go on according to My instructions;
when you go inside and find there is more, then you can call me by
any name you like."
56. "Some Greek portrait painters came to China to show their skills.
The king agreed to give them a hall in which they could do whatever
painting they liked. Some Chinese painters also wanted to have an opportunity to show their skills. The king said, 'All right, divide the hall
by a curtain.' It was a big hall. One wall was given to the foreigners
and the other to the countrymen. They began to work on the walls.
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After some time the painting was ready. The Greeks went to the king
and told him, 'Our painting is ready. Would you kindly look at it?'
The king went there and saw that the painting was very beautiful; he
was amazed how lovely it was. As he was coming out, the Chinese
painters said, 'Would you kindly also have a look at ours?' 'All right,'
said the king. When the curtain was lifted, to the amazement of the
king, the very same painting that was on the other wall was also on
this one. It was exactly there, and still clearer than the other one; because in the original one, done by hand, little imperfect spots did show
up here and there; but in the reflection they were not there. He was
amazed and said, 'What have you been doing? What did you do?' 'We
have done nothing, sir,' they answered. 'We have done no labor, we
were simply rubbing the wall so much, day to day, that it now reflects.
That is all that we have done.' " He used to say, in conclusion, that
we on the Path are also required to do nothing but clean and clean
ourselves internally so that we reflect the form of the Guru.
57. Once He went to a village in which there was much controversy.
When He went there, people received Him with stones; and even when
Satsang was being given, thev threw stones. He turned to them, and
said, "I think you have given me a very good reception. Thank you."
With these words they were changed, and regretted their deeds.
58. "Your whole life may be spent in search of a Godman; that very
period will be counted towards devotion. If you come to the right person, with the grace of God, all your labor will be crossed with success."
59. When people went to Him, He would inquire, "How are you getting on?" And they said, "All right." He would further say, "Have you
done anything for me?" And the people would say, "My son was sick,
he is all right now"; "my wife was on her deathbed, she was cured";
and so on. He would say, "Have you done My work?" and people would
reply like that.
60. "Both grief and criticism from others, if we are not adrift, go
a long way to help us in our progress in the meditation; they will
strengthen our souls. Those who turn against us are really our friends
in disguise."
61. One Sardar Kartar Singh Nabina, a great and reputed philosopher and intellectual wrestler, who was blind, came to Him and heard
His discourse. After it was over, he got up and said that during all the
debates and discourses of his life, he had defeated men of various
religions, but on this day he had sat like a school child before Maharaj
Ji and learned from Him.
62. There were two brothers named Bahadur Singh and Labh Singh.
While Labh Singh was a very devoted Satsangi, Bahadur Singh was
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a robber and spoke ill of the Master and His mission. Labh Singh had
a great desire that Master would give Satsang in his village, and secured Master's consent after making many submissions. H e told the
happy news to Bahadur Singh and requested him t o lend a helping hand
in making arrangements, and urged him t o make full use of the opportunity. Bahadur Singh became angry and retorted that he would rob
those who came t o the Satsang, and even the Master. Bahadur Singh
did not come round despite the persuasion of his brother. In the night,
when Bahadur slept, the Master appeared t o him with a stick in his
hand, and forcing a piece of wood in his throat, started beating him
and squeezing his neck. Bahadur felt terrified, and falling at the feet
of Maharaj Ji, sought His forgiveness. Early next morning, he went
t o Labh Singh and told him that he would d o all the work; and even
when Labh Singh felt hesitant t o permit him even t o enter his house
lest he cause trouble, Bahadur Singh implored him t o allow him the
rare opportunity of doing something in the Holy Cause. This is how
sinners were completely changed and became good people in His dispensation.
63. Some people asked Him as t o why this world, which is the play
of the Lord, was made, and H e replied, "First reach the One Who made
it, and then ask Him."
64. Sant Kirpal Singh Ji used to tell this story: "Once a woman came
to Him when H e was very busy. He was not usually impatient, but when
this woman came and bowed at His feet H e said, 'Get away! What is
it? I am busy. Wait!' And the lady said, 'That is all I want; Your radiation is enough.' His whole attention was there. 'Wait! Wait! Get away!'
Is it not the whole attention? Very few people are able to appreciate
it. But the attention of the Perfect Master is most invaluable."
65. "A soldier was bringing his horse t o drink water from a well with
a Persian wheel. There was a farmer running the Persian wheel, and
it was making a cranking noise, which the horse did not like. So when
the horse came near t o drink, he shied away from the noise. The soldier asked the farmer t o stop running the wheel. But when he did that,
there was no water. When the soldier asked the farmer t o work the
wheel again, as soon as he did, the horse shied away. This happened
a few times and finally the farmer said, 'Well sir, you will just have
t o whip him and make him d o it; and when he starts drinking, he will
forget about the cranking.' Similarly, the pain of life, the work of the
world, will not come t o a n end. It will go o n cranking and you will
d o your meditation."
66. "With all the strength a man can have, he cannot fathom the love
of God and the Master for a loving disciple. Master stands by the initi-
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ate even in dreams. The disciple is guarded by His mighty hand, each
fraction of a second. It is first He Who loves the initiate; the latter's
love is only reciprocal."
67. "When you get initiated, you are joined, put in contact, with the
God-in-action Power. This is no mode of outer worship, pilgrimage,
fasting, etc."
68. A simple village girl used to devote considerable time to meditation with regularity, and reached the form of the Master. After some
time, she was married; and her in-laws went to have a bath in Mother
Ganges and, under pressure, she was also forced to go there and offer
a penny to Mother Ganges; she became angry and taking the penny
threw it into the river whereupon the form of the Master disappeared.
One day, she stood up in Satsang and told the Mighty One of her loss.
Laughing, Maharaj Ji told her, "You touch your ears and do not do
it in future." She was a simpleton, and in her innocence, at once blurted
out, "Maharaj Ji, You also touch Your ears that you will not disappear in future."
69. Once, a lady surreptitiously made her way into the group of ladies selected for Initiation, without being noticed. Maharaj Ji came in
and, before starting the Initiation, as usual prayed to His Guru, Baba
Jaimal Singh Ji Maharaj; and on opening His eyes, said that a dear
one had come without His permission and should go out. She did not
go. He repeated His words twice, but the lady did not move. Sensing
that she was perhaps feeling embarrassed, He asked all of them to go
out and come in after some time, so that she could slip out unnoticed,
and be spared the shame. The lady still came in. Maharaj Ji again said
that the same lady was again in and should go out herself, otherwise
He would have to single her out. He finally pointed toward her and asked
her to leave. She was stunned, and asked why Maharaj Ji would not
give Naam to her, when He was giving it to hundreds. He said that
Saints keep secrets and do not disclose these things. She demanded that
He tell her, and she refused to leave.
Finally, Maharaj Ji told her hesitatingly that she was responsible for
killing many babies and causing many abortions. She felt terribly
ashamed, fell on His feet, wept bitterly and said that she had come
to Him, taking Him to be merciful and an ocean of forgiveness; and
if she could not be excused in His court, then who else would have mercy
on her? Maharaj Ji felt moved and allowed her to be there and He initiated her.
70. Once Tai Ji alighted from the railway train at Beas Railway Station late in the evening, and found that there was no tonga to carry
her to the Ashram at Beas. As she was very devoted, she started on
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foot, all alone in the remembrance of the Guru, without caring for the
danger involved, as it had become dark and the path was very lonely.
On the way, she saw dangerous-looking people, but none dared to come
near her, as they saw a tall old Sikh, with a sword and a spear, behind
her. When she reached the Ashram very late, she was called by Maharaj Ji and admonished for traveling alone at that late hour. He said,
"Daughter, what a folly you have commited. Suppose the robbers had
waylaid you?" As she had complete faith in Him, she replied that, as
she was repeating His name constantly, how could they come near her?
71. Once, He was walking home from His office, when He smelt a
delightful fragrance. He looked around but could not see any person
nearby, and so continued walking. After some distance, He came upon
a fakir sitting by the wayside, and there was distinct radiation near and
around him. While narrating this incident, He would say that only people who really meditate can experience the inner fragrance.
72. Once a person who was living in Africa and was His disciple,
came to Him and said that he lived in Africa, and could only come
to Him after five or six years; but on reading the writings of Kabir Sahib, Who had written that if a disciple did not see His Guru at least
once a year, the relationship between the disciple and the Guru becomes
slack and suffers, he became disheartened. Maharaj Ji laughed heartily, and said, "Kabir Sahib has said that, not I."
73. Once there was an elderly Sikh sadhu belonging to the same caste
as Maharaj Ji, who was in the habit of doing Simran of "Sat Naam
Wahe Guru," and having perfected it in some measure, had some calmness of mind. He was taken to the Master by a dear one and when they
met, the sadhu saw Him looking at the time on His golden pocket watch,
and was shocked that He should wear costly apparel and keep a golden
watch; without restraining himself, he blurted out, "I came to you taking you to be a sadhu, but you seem to be something else." Instead
of taking offence the Master replied humbly and lovingly that the sadhu
may please show Him where He was wrong and instruct Him, so that
He could correct Himself. So matchless was His humility and respect
for others.
74. Once, the only son of a Satsangi widow was wrongly implicated
by the police in a murder case, which came up before a well-meaning
Satsangi session judge. The lady went to the Master, weeping and crying, and begged Him to save her son. Maharaj Ji comforted and consoled the lady, and told her to go to the judge, apprise him of the facts
and tell him that Maharaj Ji wanted him to help save the boy. He said,
"I know he is innocent."
The lady went to the judge, but he disregarded the Master's words
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and said that he would do justice rather than render help. When the
Master heard about it, He said, "I have no need of a judge- I can ask
the Lord to do my work," and He told the mother, "Don't worry - you
just put in an appeal." True to his word, the judge convicted the boy,
and the mother filed an appeal, and the boy was found to be blameless
and acquitted. This was His dispensation and grace.
7 5 . "Saints are all powerful and those who love Them will be saved
from the problem of life and death. Even those who see them once with
genuine love and devotion will get a human body in the next lifetime
in which they will be placed better and can complete the journey of life."
76. "Peter the Great, the Czar of Russia, went to Holland to learn
the art of shipmaking and shipbuilding. During his stay in Holland,
his identity was kept hidden, and he worked exactly like the other apprentices, and mixed and made friends with them. There were some
Russian exiles in Holland at that time. Coming to know of their fate,
he told those people that the Czar was known to him and if they filed
an appeal, seeking reconsideration of their cases on the grounds of
mercy, he would take them along, put in a word, and help them. As
he was an apprentice like them, living and working in a similar manner, many of their fellow workers could not believe him; but some
thought that possibly he would be of help, and they did as he advised
and accompanied him when he went back, after completing his training.
"As they entered the territory of Russia, people started bowing before him, showing consideration and respect to him; and the companions felt encouraged. When finally they reached the palace, he took
them in, made them comfortable, and by doing as promised, got them
pardoned. In the same way, Guru is great and grand; He comes into
this world of filth and dross, takes up a human body in which he lives,
eats, sleeps, talks and does other chores like us, but having a link with
the Guru Power, is all powerful; and those who believe in His words
and act on His advice are saved from the clutches of death, and others
suffer endlessly."
77. There was a deadly dacoit, Udham Singh by name, who used
to rob, loot and terrorize persons coming to the Master, and he often
spoke against Him. Destiny took such a roundabout turn that he became His disciple and devotee and used to often stand up in Satsang
and praise Him for a long time; and when asked by Him to stop, he
would say that as He had spoken ill of Him with that very tongue, it
should be allowed to sing His praise so as to atone for the wrongs done
by it.
78. There was a very advanced disciple, Bhai Wazira by name. He
would often say that he saw the Lord Sawan in everybody- human
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beings, animals, birds, and even plants and trees; and embracing a
buffalo o r a tree, would say that he saw Sawan in it.
79. People, coming t o Saints, are of various types and varied backgrounds. Once, someone who had some inner intoxication asked Him
what should a person d o if one's beloved be lost. H e immediately said
that he should come to the center of the soul o r Inner Eye and find Him.
80. His dispensation was strange and strong. Once, a student of a
medical college felt disheartened to appear in the examination and would
not d o s o in spite of His persuasion; finally he agreed t o sit for examination saying that he would keep the answer sheets blank, without writing anything except his role number. The Master, however, kept on
persuading him not t o d o so. The student prayed to Hazur Maharaj
Ji, and did as H e said to; and to the surprise of everyone, was declared
successful.
81. Heaving a deep sigh, H e would often say, "What a great treasure of spirituality is in the possession of the Sikh community in the
form of the Holy Guru Granth; but what a pity that the dear ones are
not able t o comprehend the true import of its teachings and make full
use of it, by living u p t o what is contained o r stressed in it." H e used
t o say, "This bani of the Gurus, which is invaluable and worth more
than the wealth of the whole world, speaks of another Bani, which continues to ring and reverberate ceaselessly in the forehead of every human being, which is the Guru of the whole universe, and the contact
of which cannot be had except through One who has manifested it
within Himself and can d o it for others."
82. Once, when H e was at a place called Kalu-Ki-Bar in Shivalik hills
in Himochal Pradesh, where an Ashram had been constructed by Him,
two highly-reputed Sikh religious leaders came t o talk t o Him; and being surprised to see the local people, who were mostly clean-shaven Rajputs, reciting and reading the compositions of the Sikh Gurus out of
the small booklets of the Holy Guru Granth, carried by them with great
devotion and faith, requested Him t o convert them formally t o Sikhism. H e replied that H e had done the real work of arousing the awareness and anxiety for Gurbani amongst those people, whose ancestors
had opposed Guru Gobind Singh tooth and nail, and that they had now
so much love for the Sikh Gurus that they were spending much time
in reading their writings and hymns and trying t o mold their lives according to their teachings.
83. "We people keep on taking the poison of the world and weep
a n d wail, but we d o not stop; we keep on taking more and more of it.
84. "Spirituality is a bargain of cash and currency, and we should
work for it and see the result for ourselves; instead of depending upon
the future and after-death promises."

SOME SAYINGS OF THE MASTER

53

8 5 . "Nobody keeps dirty clothes in a suitcase; clothes are only kept
in a suitcase after we wash them. Similarly, the Guru cannot reside in
an unclean or dirty heart. It should be made neat and clean, if we want
our Guru to come and stay with us."
86. "The family of Saints and Perfect Masters is their Sangat. It is
only Their disciples on whom They bequeath Their spiritual wealth;
material wealth may go to Their children, but for the Master Souls,
the Sangat is dearer than Their children."
87. His glimpses were wonderful and indescribable; on numerous occasions, people were taken aback at the first sight. Once, while He was
sitting in a train due to depart, a Muslim gentleman purchased grapes
from a vendor on the platform, and while passing near His window
saw Him and felt so impressed that helplessly he offered the grapes
to Him.
88. When the building of the new large Satsang Hall became ready,
and the question of putting gold in its minarets came up, and the name
of a dear one who had done the work of a goldsmith earlier and was
doing some other seva during the construction of the building, was suggested, He laughingly said that the person whose name was mentioned
and who was present before Him, was such that he did not spare his
own mother when she asked him to make ornaments for her, by playing the usual tricks of the goldsmith trade. He also said, humorously,
that the advocates and pleaders have the art of creating differences and
discussions between father and son, mother and son, or brother and
brother, because this is necessary to enable their profession to flourish. And even those who had come over to Sant Mat continue to play
the game artfully, to ensure their existence. He had such a marvelous
way of saying all this, not to criticize, but to explain and encourage
the people so that, leaving their vices and bad habits, they became better and improved.
89. Once, a gentleman, who was attracted by the force of his personality and discourses, started coming to Him often, for personal interviews and audiences; and to his utter dismay found that many of
the persons around Him were arrogant and hot-tempered. The gentleman asked the Master why this was so, in a personal interview, and
the Master said, "There are two main reasons for this: first, the aspirants coming here are usually humble and get something real, but the
workers and volunteers become proud and egoistic by virtue of the position they come to occupy, with the result that humility becomes a casualty; and instead of reaping the advantage of what they do, they lose
more than they gain. By remaining constantly near the Saints, the longing to see Them, which has a great cleansing effect, is also lost.
"Secondly, who knows from what species of creation they may have
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come? The nature and habits of that species still continue, getting effaced, of course, with the passage of time." H e said, very strongly, that
the seva done in the cause of the Saints, should be done with respect
and recognition for those who come t o seek the divinity; one should
keep in touch only with the Guru, and not what is happening around
Him; and thanking the Lord, day and night, for the opportunity of
serving in His Cause, engage oneself daily in meditation as ordained
by the Guru, so that the real advantage is derived.
90. Once some dear one came to Him and complained that Guru Nanak had done great injustice by praising sadhus in His compositions.
H e quoted Him as saying that one should wash the feet of a sadhu and
drink the water with which the feet are washed; one should bathe in
the dust of the feet of a sadhu, and one should sacrifice oneself o n
a sadhu. After hearing the gentlemen, Maharaj Ji asked the dear one
whether he knew what Guru Nanak meant by the word "sadhu" and
when the person said "no," went on t o explain that in the terminology
of Guru Nanak and all Perfect Saints, a sadhu is one who has controlled the mind, conquered passions, ego and desire, and having bathed
in the pool of Nectar, on the third spiritual plane, had realized the Self;
and that the large numbers of saffron-robed "sadhus," roaming everywhere, were very, very far from that position. The gentlemen appreciated
the exact import of the Banis and begged forgiveness.
91. The old mother of one of His disciples, who was a real seeker,
could not come to believe that Maharaj Ji was a great Saint, even though
her son and family talked t o her about Him many times. Once when
Maharaj Ji visited Amritsar, she was persuaded to go to see Him, for
the first time, and to everyone's surprise, she felt tremendous love of
the Master at first sight, got initiation and progressed very far within
a short time. Once she went t o visit the Golden Temple at Amritsar,
and o n the way, Hazur Maharaj Ji appeared t o her and gave her sweets
as parshad. Then she thought that she should bring her family also,
so that they may benefit. When she returned with her family, she found
that the Holy One was not there. In the evening, she went t o the Master at His Ashram at Beas, told Him of the happening and said that
H e was a cheat and a deceiver, as H e had disappeared. H e laughed
heartily and said, "When you remembered me, I came, but when your
mind went t o the family, I went back." What a wonderful way of explaining that when we think of the Guru, the family a n d the world
should not be taken along.
92. In the early days of His ministry, the way from the railway station at Beas to His Ashram, was not only inconvenient, but passed
through a small rivulet and visitors were greatly inconvenienced, especially during rainy weather and darkness. H e asked the sevadars sev-
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era1 times to fill some part of the rivulet to make a pathway, but the
work was not done. One day He took a basket and a shovel on His
shoulders, very early in the morning when it was still dark, and started
doing the work all by Himself. A farmer in the adjoining field saw and
recognized Him, went running and woke up others and soon a considerable volunteer force arrived and the work was completed. This is
just an example of how He used to get things done, by self example
and starting it Himself, so that others who were delaying it, felt ashamed
and inspired and finished it. This was also a token of His love and concern for the visitors, t o see that their difficulties and hardships were
reduced to the minimum.
92. "There was an errand boy of an actress, who used to serve her
very devotedly and pass his time. Once someone asked him as to what
wages he was getting from her, and the boy said that he was getting
free food and clothing, and he got to watch the dramas." By telling
this story, Maharaj Ji used to point out that our involvement in this
world, family and the worldly affairs was also similiar, and that we
have no savings in the shape of good deeds to come t o our rescue at
the time of our death; all that will be there will be the dramas we have
seen, and we will not be happy to see them then.
93. "A king went on a hunting expedition and when returning t o his
palace, asked a Rishi whose hut was on the way, to keep his weapons
in his hut, so that the he would not have to carry them on his next visit.
The Rishi was hesitant, but o n the king's insistance, agreed and kept
the weapons. As the Rishi was seeing the bow and arrow daily, it occurred to him, once to try to shoot the arrow just t o see what would
happen. As the Rishi shot the arrow, it struck the target and he felt
encouraged; with the result that he tried for the second time and o n
getting success, tried it again and again and gradually became a hunter."
Hazur Maharaj Ji used this to infer that we too get involved in various
matters like this, and with the passage of time, depriving ourselves of
doing our real work, we get lost in a vicious circle.
94. "Saints neither advocate renunciation nor married life for spiritual
aspirants: They say that what matters is deep reflection on the panorama of life, detachment from the world, and devotion to the Guru,
and in whatever way of life, married or renunciate, one can d o it, that
way is best."

6 . Conclusion
In bringing this chapter on the life, mission and work of such a holy
and high One to a close, one feels reluctant because one could continue forever. H e did so much, said so much and advised so much for
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us, that it cannot be confined in the limits of writing and description.
What would one say about the dispensation of a Mighty One, W h o
did not need words to pass o n His message t o us, but did it through
the eyes? Did H e not say that one should come t o the eyes t o receive
His message, to obtain His kindness and grace? The fact is that the
Saints pass on two-thirds of Their teachings through the eyes, and only
one third by word of mouth; and this is one of the aspects which makes
Their mission and message different from other holy missions. As stated
previously, H e had radiant and glowing eyes, which conveyed things
in such a manner that ignorant ones could not realize that something
was going o n between Him and a dear one, o r that "give and take"
had been accomplished in the presence of people without attracting even
the least notice. Why was this so? Because H e had mastered the art
of giving and conveying unspoken things through the eyes. The dear
ones who have had the privilege of drinking deep from His dispensation and partaking of His freely distributed love and affection, will
fondly remember that H e usually did not take the help of words, when
H e did not relish some of our actions, but simply made His eyes in
such a way that one would think that doomsday had come.
Similarly, when H e happened to be busy and wanted t o be left alone,
there were few occasions when He had to say so, as with just His eyes,
the people going to Him used to catch the message and keep away, leaving Him free. This was rare, though: what most of His children saw
were the Giving and Gracious eyes, which gave without a word.
I would only add in conclusion, with tearful eyes and a torn heart,
that it was my rare and totally undeserved good fortune that He brought
me t o His feet and gave me the opportunity t o serve His cause, even
in a n insignificant way, and drowned me in His love. But what a great
blockhead was I, that I did not see what H e really was and was thus
deprived of reaching Him within and uniting myself with Him. It was
left to uncertain posterity to give me what I ought to have got from Him.
I must also say that even though I was immature and unable t o partake of His real riches, still H e was infinitely merciful and kind to me s o much so that H e left me t o the care of His mouthpiece and most
beloved Son, Kirpal Singh, W h o gave me n o less, with the result that
I continued to be o n His path and remembered His message, however
faintly. And it is because of this association, that His remembrance
is green and fresh, a n d His words still ring in my ears. His continuing
Graciousness prompts me t o shed tears in His remembrance, so that
these drops may carry my sighs to Him who hears without ears and distributes His love by forgiving faults and excusing blunders. But for Him.
there is no hope or place for this little child of His. May He, Who is most
Holy and Huge, continue t o look after me, as H e has been doing so far.

