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Dead in This Life
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

HE Almighty Lord Who created this
Tcreation is all in all: He came into
existence by Himself, He does not have
any mother who gave birth to Him, He
does not have any brother, He does not
have anyone equal to Him. Guru Nanak
says, “With one Word He created the cre-
ation: the mountains, the rivers, the
earth, the trees, everything.” Through His
power He created all the creation, and He
Himself sent His Beloved Sons, Saints
and Mahatmas, into this world.

He did not put the faculty of realizing
God into the birds and animals, and be-
cause they do not have that, they could
not make anyone understand where God
resides nor could they themselves realize
Him. God kept that sense of realizing
Him in the human beings. But we cannot
realize Him either, unless we meet some-
one who can show us the Path. Until then
we cannot know what power God Al-
mighty is and how He can be realized:
how one can go and meet Him.

After coming into this world, Saints
and Mahatmas lovingly told us the
benefits of this human body, and They
told us why God gave it to us: because of
our good karmas of the past. This human
birth is an opportunity which all souls get
at least once in which they can realize God
Almighty through the Shabd or the Sound
of the Almighty Lord. Different Ma-
hatmas have called that Power or Sound
of God by different names. Some have

This talk was given October 28, 1986, at
Sant Bani Ashram, Village 16 PS,
Rajasthan.
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called that Power Naam, some have
called it other names.

Those Mahatmas even gave this infor-
mation to the people in the world: the
Shabd Who creates and dissolves the cre-
ation can be had from a Mahatma Who
has manifested the Shabd within Him;
and only such a Mahatma Who has medi-
tated upon and Who has manifested that
Shabd within Him, can make that Shabd
manifest within us.

After creating this world, God has
given the arrangement of this world to
Kal, or the Negative Power. Guru Nanak
says that God Himself created the
Khands, the divisions of creation, and He
Himself gave the charge of this world to
the Negative Power.

Kal cannot destroy any soul, nor can
he create any new soul. But he has the full
authority to keep the souls in his realm
as long as he wants, as long as he can keep
them confused and entangled in his ways.
God Almighty has said, “Those souls who
want to meet me will have to remove the
three vestures from their soul, and after
rising above the three gunas—rajogun,
tamogun, satogun—they can meet me.”

Even Kal does not want any tyranny or
hypocrisy in his creation. He does not
want any disturbance in the creation
which has been given to him. That is why
he also sends his incarnations—or
avatars —to check on other people. Those
incarnations help good people and they
punish bad ones. Ten incarnations of the
Negative Power have come into this
world, out of whom Rama and Krishna
are the most famous.



Once some initiates of Guru Arjan Dev
asked him, “Master, those who perform
austerities, do ritual worship, go to the
places of pilgrimage, and do all kinds of
good deeds — do they realize God?” Guru
Arjan Dev Ji Maharaj replied, “Those
who are involved in ‘deeds and religious
deeds’ — karmas and dharmas—and those
who are involved in hypocrisy will be
plundered by the angels of death.”

No one knows one end or the other in
this ocean of the world; our boat does not
have a ferryman who can take it across;
it is moving up and down here and there
in this ocean without anyone’s guidance.

So Guru Arjan Deyv said, “Look here,
dear ones: if you want to swim across this
ocean of the world, go to the perfect Mas-
ter Who has the ship of Naam. You can
only swim across this ocean easily if you
do what the perfect Masters tell you to
do.”

Guru Arjan Dev Ji said, “What to
speak of going to one place of pil-
grimage —even if you go to millions of
places of pilgrimage and bathe there, still
you cannot get rid of sin. You cannot get
liberation by bathing in those places, even
though drunkards and all kinds of sinners
go and bathe there; they only remove the
dirt of the body. No water, whether of the
pond or of the river or of any holy place,
can remove the dirt of your soul. It can
only remove the dirt of your body.”

Then the disciples asked Guru Arjan
Dev, “Master, if rites and rituals are
hypocrisy, and going to places of pil-
grimage is also useless, then one cannot
get anything out of all those things. But
what about reading the holy scriptures?
We have four Vedas, twenty-seven Sim-
ritis, and six Shastras. What do you say
about reading them? Will we receive liber-
ation by reading those books?” Guru
Arjan Dev Ji Maharaj replied, “No. You
cannot get liberation by reading holy
books because the Saints and Mahatmas

4

did not write them for that purpose. They
wrote books which are the records of the
experiences of those Mahatmas who rose
above the physical body, and who met
and united with the Almighty Lord.
Whatever experiences they had in their
journey, and whatever obstacles came in
their way, and how they removed those
obstacles — all those things are written in
the holy books, which tell us to mold our
lives according to the teachings, and guide
us to go the perfect Mahatma Who has
done all those things Himself, because
only He can guide us Who has Himself
risen above the physical body.”

In Manu Simriti the people of the world
are divided into four different categories,
commonly called “castes”: Brahmins,
Kshatryas, Vaishyas and Shudras.
Shudras were those people who did not
have any education and who used to do
the mean work of cleaning the houses or
the streets. They were told, “You have
been given birth only for this purpose and
you should go on cleaning the houses and
the streets; this is all you have to do.”
They were considered to be “low caste”
people. Vaishyas were the ones who used
to do the work of farming. Kshatryas
were given the job of protecting the
wealth of others. Since they were strong
physically, they were also told to protect
the country. Brahmins or pundits were
those who had very high character and the
information or knowledge about God,
and who used to do the devotion of the
Lord; they were considered to be “high
caste” people. So the disciples asked Guru
Arjan Dev Ji Maharaj, “Master, since the
whole world is divided into four differ-
ent categories, in which category should
one be born so that he may realize God?”

Guru Arjan Dev replied, “The Perfect
Master Who is sent into this world by the
Almighty Lord loves the Shudras as much
as He loves the Vaishyas; and His love for
the Kshatryas and the Brahmins will also
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be the same. So it does not make any
difference which caste you are born into.”
He said, “The real Brahmins are those
who have the knowledge of God and who
have risen above the three gunas: it
doesn’t make any difference in which cat-
egory you are born, as long as you have
the Naam initiation; and for that you
should go to a Gurumukh Master who
has manifested that Naam within Him.

“The Perfect Master will not give you
the Naam, or make you repeat the Naam,
from any book. He will connect you with
that Naam or Shabd which is coming
from Sach Khand and is sounding at the
eye center. That Sound is reverberating
in all creation and is the cause of creation,
and He will connect you with that Sound
within you. And only by doing the devo-
tion and the meditation of that Shabd
Naam can you be liberated.”

Guru Arjan Dev Ji also said that in this
Kali Yuga or Iron Age, Naam is the only
means of liberation. “Nanak says, In this
Iron Age, the Naam is present within all
and it is the only means of liberation.”
People say that Saints condemn the
Vedas, but that is not true. In fact, those
who only read the Vedas and do not live
according to their teachings are called
“thieves of the Vedas” by the Saints.

All Mahatmas who have written holy
scriptures have spent their whole lifetime
in writing them. In all scriptures there are
three things on which great emphasis is
laid. Everything else is an example or
parable to make us understand the neces-
sity of those three. The first thing is
Naam —without Naam we cannot be
liberated; the second is the Satguru—
without Satguru we cannot manifest that
Naam within us; and the third is Satsang,
without which we cannot come to the
Path. They have also written in the holy
scriptures that God Almighty has kept
everything in His hands: He can bring
anyone to the satsang whom He wishes
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to bring, and He can make anyone He
wants to do the devotion of Naam. Only
if He wishes it can one come to the Mas-
ter and receive the Naam from Him.

Through the satsang the love for the
Lord Almighty is created within us and
we come to know about our shortcom-
ings. Saints and Mahatmas come in this
world carrying the message of love, and
They come to teach us that we are all the
children of the same God and we all
should become one. If we hate some and
love others that means that we have still
not understood the meaning of love; we
have still not understood that God Al-
mighty is one and we are all His children.

Ved Vyas was a good Mahatma. He
compiled the four Vedas and, for those
who could not understand the Vedas, he
rewrote them in the form of the eighteen
Puranas.

Sukhdev Muni’s soul entered the womb
of Ved Vyas’ wife. Sukhdev Muni knew
a lot about his previous births, and it is
written in the Puranas that he did not
come out of the womb for twelve years
because he did not want to take birth into
this world. He knew that the world was
very bad, that everyone who takes birth
suffers a lot, and that Maya has a great
influence on all those who are born into
this world. Since Ved Vyas was a good
meditator he used to go within and beg
the Almighty Lord, and when the Lord
heard his request it was decided that while
Sukhdev Muni was taking birth, for five
moments while he was coming out of the
womb, the influence of Maya would be
stopped and those born at that time
would be free from it. So it is said
that when Sukhdev Muni was born and
the influence of Maya was stopped for
five moments that the people born dur-
ing that time were ones who did the de-
votion of God; it is said that nine naths
and eighty-four siddhas also were born at
that time and became devotees of God.
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Since Sukhdev was not influenced by
Maya, as soon as he was born he started
going into the forest to do the devotion
of the Lord. His parents said, “We have
waited for you for twelve years, and we
were hoping that when you were born you
would work and take care of us. And now
you are going!” But he replied, “Father,
I will tell you that I have the knowledge
of my hundred past births and I have
suffered a lot in those births.” (I will not
tell you all about his past births: I will just
mention one because we do not have
enough time.) He said, “I have suffered
so much in my past births that if I tell you
the whole story, you will be terrified.”

He said, “Once I was born in the body
of a cat. I came in that body ten times.
Each time 1 would be born in the cat’s
body I would live for twenty days or so
and then a bigger cat would come from
outside and strangle me to death. When-
ever I remember those births it terrifies
me because I suffered so much.”

Egoism does not leave anyone alone,
and even though Sukhdev Muni had gone
out to do the devotion of the Lord, he was
still affected by egoism. He thought, “I
am the son of Ved Vyas who is very well
known. So why should I go to someone
and become someone’s disciple, since my
father is very well known and a very good
meditator?” Since I have told this story
many times and it has been published in
SANT Bani I will not go into details of the
story. But I will tell you that Ved Vyas
told Sukhdev Muni, “You will have to go
to King Janak because at this time, only
he is the perfect Master who can connect
you with the Shabd.” When he went to
King Janak, first he criticized him and fi-
nally, when he realized his mistake, he
received the holy initiation from him, and
when he came back to his home Ved Vyas
asked him about the Master. Sukhdev
Muni kept quiet, and Ved Vyas asked, “Is
he like the moon?” Sukhdev Muni said,
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“Yes, but the moon has a stain; the Mas-
ter is stainless.” Ved Vyas asked, “Is he
like the sun?” He said, “Yes, he is as
bright as the sun, but the sun has heat;
the Master is cool.” He said, “The Mas-
ter cannot be described in words; those
who do meditation, those who go within,
see the glory of the Master within them-
selves.”

He who has eaten rock candy can tell
you about about the taste of it. A hymn
of Guru Amardev Ji Maharaj is presented
to you, because He worked very hard and
meditated upon the Shabd of the Master.

The Knowledge does not come within
those who have not served the Sat-
guru or meditated upon the
Shabda: they are dead in this life.

Guru Amardev Ji says, “Don’t under-
stand those who, after receiving the
Shabd Naam from the Master, did not
meditate upon it, and did not manifest
that Shabd Naam within them, as living
persons.” The real seva of the Master is
obeying His commandments, doing the
meditation of Shabd Naam. Those who
did not do that seva and who do not know
where the Shabd is coming from, and the
power of Shabd, and how one has to
catch hold of the Shabd, don’t consider
them to be alive. They are the dead while
living; they breathe as the bellows of the
blacksmith breathes, without life.

They go back into the cycle of eighty-
four: They die, they are born
again, and they suffer.

The only one who serves the Master
is the one whom the Master Him-
self makes serve Him.

If, after coming into the human body,
one has not done the meditation of Shabd
Naam, he does not find any peace; he
suffers a lot. Leave aside the condition of
other bodies and look at the condition of
the human being. It is just our misunder-

SANT BANI



standing that the other person is happy
and comfortable. When you ask someone
he will say that there is no one who is
suffering more than he is.

By attending the satsangs and reading
the holy scriptures written by the Master,
a desire comes within us, and we have
this question: What is difficult about
going to the Master and receiving the
holy Naam from Him? We think that it
is very easy for us to go to the Master
and receive Naam Initiation, because the
Masters do not put any condition on us
and it should not be difficult to go
to Him. But the perfect Masters say that
it is not in our hands to go to the Mas-
ter and receive the Initiation. God Al-
mighty has kept everything in His hands.
We cannot go to the Master and receive
Naam Initiation unless God takes us
there. Master has the authority to take the
souls back to the real home. But unless
God leads us to the Master we cannot get
liberation.

Master Sawan Singh Ji used to say that
as long as our eyes are closed we may say,
“We go to the satsang, we do the medita-
tion, we got Initiation, we went on a trip
to see the Master.” But when our eyes get
opened then we come to realize that it was
not us who was going to the Santsang, it
was the Master who was taking us there;
and it was not within our reach to get

Initiation, it was the power of the Mas-
ter Who called us there and Who gave us
the Initiation.

Within the Satguru is the wealth of
Naam, which one obtains if it is
written in his karma.

Those who are absorbed in the Truth
and in the Shabda of the Guru are
truly connected within.

God has not put a limited amount of
Naam within the Mahatma, that will be
finished after giving Naam Initiation to
a few people. God has put the infinite
treasure of Naam within the Mahatma.
But we get this grace from the Mahatma
only according to our own karmas. Those
who get connected within with the Shabd
Naam, do not need to ask for grace for
the worldly things. “Because,” Guru Na-
nak Sahib says, “whatever we ask from
Almighty God He gives us.”

Nanak says, Those whom He unites
do not separate; easily they dwell
in Him.

This is the highest Path of all. When God
Almighty once opens His doors to a soul,
and welcomes that soul inside His home,
and embraces that soul, He makes that
soul the owner of Sach Khand, and bear-
ing all possible wealth He sits within that
soul.

AN APOLOGY

We are very sorry that due to unavoidable circumstances the many
requests for places in next year’s Rajasthan groups have not yet been
answered. As far as possible these requests have been granted, but
it has not been possible so far to write the letters stating this. Please
bear with us; we hope to get these letters written as soon as possible.
Thanks very much for your patience.

February 1987



Dancing on the Razor
Sfrom a talk by

BETHANY STEVENSON

T waS a good trip. A few days before

I went a friend asked me why I was
going. She knows about the path and
she’s initiated. I thought it was kind of an
odd question, because none of my friends
at school asked me why; they just asked
me what I was going to do. And I thought
just to say, “Well, to see Sant Ji—" or “To
meditate a lot —” didn’t really seem to say
much. And I thought that if I could just
put my life and the Path back into per-
spective, that would be a lot to accom-
plish.

We had been talking about how we had
kind of slipped away, and the things we
had done, and how we had stopped feel-
ing guilty for doing them, and just didn't
think about them anymore. It didn’t seem
to matter that much; the Path was more
of a passive thing in the back of my mind
than something that was active.

And you get off the bus and you go and
see Sant Ji; and suddenly you think,
“What a fool I've been.” Because He’s
God, and there He is; He’s just sitting
there, and you bring all this garbage with
you.

He said two things in Satsang that
really struck me the most: one was, “If
you don’t think about lust, then you won’t
have the desire.” And that just kind of
shot any of my careful little fabrications
of, “Well, it’s okay” and “You know it
really is a nice thing.” That just shot
everything. Just so simple, “Let’s get back
to basics. If you don’t think about it, you
won’t do it.”

And the other one that He said was,
“This is not a Path of blind faith. You
come to the Path, you practice, and you
get results.”
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I’d heard that, but it never seemed to
sink in. And there He was saying it.

I would say it to some of my friends
who would ask, “Well, what is different
between your path and mine?”

“This isn’t a path of blind faith.” And
I could say it, but when He said it to me,
it seemed totally different.

You’d be in meditation, thinking of ev-
erything, and you’d hear this little voice,
“If you would only concentrate, you
might be able to get somewhere.”

But I was thinking about “When I get
married” — you know I don’t even have a
boy friend, so that wasn’t even a relevant
thing to be thinking about—but you
know your mind just does really crazy
things. If I would only just sit down and
do it! '

And He says, “Meditate, and don’t
think about it as a burden, and do it lov-
ingly.” And I’'m dragging my feet, and I'm
kicking and I'm whining and I’'m fussing
and complaining that I'm not getting any-
where; but I'm not doing anything.

“This is not a Path of blind faith. You
do it and you get results.” And that was
something that I needed to hear.

Some of my favorite times were when
He was up on the roof. He seemed to be
smiling all the time. We were singing bha-
jans and He seemed so pleased. It was
dark and He was white against the black
and it was really special. And He seemed
to be encouraging —you know he wants
us to go to where He is. And we whine
and we fuss and we kick, and we drag our
feet and complain that we’re getting cut
on the razor path that we're following.
But if we could smile, and if we could
dance, or if we could skip, we wouldn’t
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get cut so much. Because our feet
wouldn’t be on the razor. And He was
just so loving up there.

He is inviting us to go to His home ev-
ery time we see Him, you know, “Medi-
tate lovingly; don’t think of it as a bur-
den.” Just do it, and be happy, and it
seems like we’d get somewhere. I needed
to hear that over and over.

I was lucky that I didn’t get sick very
much, because there was a lot of sickness
in our group. But the day of my inter-
view, He said to me, “I’m glad you have
been enjoying your trip so far.” Five
hours later I was throwing up.

I started to feel that I was going to get
sick and it was right before the bhajans
at night when He would come up on the
roof. So I was in the latrine, just think-
ing, “This really isn’t fair.” I started to
hear the bhajans and I got sick. Here I
was squatting over this open hole, my
nose was dripping, my head was pound-
ing, my stomach was exploding and in
two minutes [ was going to be seeing God.
And it just didn’t seem fair. But you
know, what could I do?

He is really special, and He gave a lot
of encouragement. He said a lot of really
helpful things — you know a lot of things
that you don’t really want to hear. That
you're doing all these things wrong, and
it really would be better if you steered
yourself a little more towards the Path.
You don’t want to hear that. But He says
it all so lovingly, and He’s so encour-
aging. He really makes you want to do
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well. And I really needed that a lot.

He said a lot, “Keep the good com-
pany, because if you keep the bad com-
pany, those effects will rub off on you.”
And I was sitting there thinking, “Here
I am, I'm going to school and all my
friends drink and that’s what you do. It’s
standard. So if I don’t keep the bad com-
pany, I don’t have any friends.” So it just
didn’t seem like that was a very fair thing
for Him to say. But then I thought, if |
can be around them then that’s nice, but
if I don’t have to be around them when
they’re drinking, then it would be a lot
better. I could just say I’'m going to read
for an hour, and then I could go back
downstairs. It just seems so simple when
you're there.

It got me back to thinking and I needed
that too. Because if you don’t think, if
you just kind of say, “Well, I’'m going to
live and learn and experience for a little
while, these few years, and then Ill
straighten myself out.” But it doesn’t
work like that; and He got me thinking
again. If I could take one thing back with
me to school it is that this is a Path
that is real. It’s not blind faith. And if I
can remember the times that I would go
back and lie on my bed and think, “Wow!
I just saw God.” Because I did in a way.
If I can only remember that; if nothing
else, that I saw God, and I know I can
get there if I can dance and I can skip,
and do what He says and do it lovingly.
Then I think that this trip will have been
worth while.



Not a Fairy Tale
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

ASTER, we have been very worried
Maboul your health and we would like
to know, what is the condition of your
health now?

Thank you very much for having sympa-
thy for me; now my health is completely
better.

Master, we would like to see you in
Colombia, when will we be able to see you
there?

Satguru is the form of Naam and He has
come from the Naam. By doing the medi-
tation of Naam He has become the Naam
itself. When a disciple gets the opportu-
nity of sitting at the feet of the Master
Who is the form of Naam, and when a
disciple gets the opportunity to do the
meditation of Naam under the guidance
of such a Master, that disciple becomes
devoted to the Master, he also becomes
the form of Naam. When the disciple
works according to the instructions and
in the guidance of the Master, he does not
have any free will of his own. Such a dis-
ciple doesn’t have any desire of his own;
whatever his Master tells him to do, he
does that. Wherever he wants him to go
he goes there. Often I have said that [ am
a puppet in the hands of my beloved Mas-
ter Kirpal. Wherever He moves His
string, I move in that direction. Wherever
He sends me [ go there, and whenever He

This question and answer session took
place November 30, 1986, at Sant Bani
Ashram, Village 16PS, Rajasthan
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wants me to go anywhere I do that. Your
love will pull me to your country. As far
as [ am concerned 1 will be very happy
to come to your country and serve you,
but it all depends upon the Master. When-
ever He wants me to go there, whenever
He sends me, I will go there.

This is the reality: if it was in my hands,
if I had any of my own desires, if I had
any of my own free will, I would have
never come out from the underground
room where I was meditating all day long
before Master Kirpal left. After He left
the body, I kept myself inside; I would
come out only for one hour in the eve-
ning from eight to nine o'clock. Russell
Perkins, who came to see me in 77RB,
knows very well and he has told other
people also, how I did not want to see
anyone at that time. [ had made up my
mind not to come out into this world and
I wanted to spend all my time sitting un-
derground doing the devotion. I came to
realize that I was taken out by Master Kir-
pal only when we were flying: when it was
announced that we were flying at 42,000
feet only then I came to realize that while
I did not plan to come out, Master had
made me core out. So it was the love of
you dear ones and the will of Master Kir-
pal who brought me outside; otherwise 1
did not have any plans to come out. So
you can see that nothing is in my hands,
it is all in the hands of Hazur Kirpal. Dear
ones, if we go within, we can see every-
thing very clearly; no doubts remain if we
go within. Anyway, | appreciate your ask-
ing this question and I appreciate your
love very much.

SANT BANI



There was a group of initiates in Bogota
who have a question, and this question
came up after two other initiates had died.
And the question is: will those people who
have progressed some in their meditation
go straight to Sach Khand, or is that only
for the Saints, to go straight to Sach
Khand after they leave the body?

Saints are perfect beings while they are
living. If they were not perfect beings they
would not make the mistake of giving in-
itiation.

If one gives the initiation without be-
coming perfect he is playing with fire. He
is cutting his own roots. If you read the
book written by Mr. Oberoi you will find
a section about an initiate of Baba Sawan
Singh whose name was Sunder Das, who
used to live with me and who had many
beautiful experiences with Master Kirpal.
He has put down his experiences as he saw
them: the condition of the false masters
who were involved in giving initiation,
how they were tortured and how they
were given punishment only because they
made the mistake of initiating people
without first becoming perfect them-
selves.

Great Masters, perfect beings, come
into the world, work hard, and search for
Almighty God—only to give us the
demonstration, only to teach us, that un-
less we work hard and search for the Mas-
ter, and unless we work hard in medita-
tion, we cannot become perfect beings. In
reality they are perfect from the begin-
ning, they come from the Real Home per-
fect and they have the authority from the
Almighty Lord right from the beginning;
They seem to be becoming perfect in this
world only to teach us that we cannot be-
come perfect without working hard like
they have done.

Kabir Sahib says, “As it is difficult to
pick the fruit from the date tree because
it is very high, in the same way it is diffi-
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cult to understand the Master.” When
Swami Ji Maharaj was about to leave the
body, the people around Him started
talking with each other because at that
time some people were contributing and
donating for the langar and doing other
things there. Someone said, “This is not
an appropriate time to do that because
Master is not feeling well and He may
leave the body.” At that time Swami Ji
Maharaj said, “I have already left the
body. I have already gone back to the
Real Home; I am here only to talk to you
and give some more time to you.”

Saints are not under the control of
death even though death comes to all, but
Saints always do things according to the
principles of nature. They take birth ac-
cording to the principle of nature and they
leave the body also according to the prin-
ciple of nature. They do not perform any
miracle; if they did, it would not be dif-
ficult for them to leave this world when-
ever they want and in whatever form they
want. Of course, in the history of some
Saints you will find unusual events of
their leaving the body: disappearing from
this world, etc. But it is very rare.

Guru Nanak Sahib says, “The guru-
mukhs come into this world and go back
from this world without any obstacle.”
They have the full authority from the Al-
mighty Lord, to come into this world and
leave whenever they want. In fact the path
which is made for the gurumukhs or be-
loveds of God to come and go between
this world and Sach Khand is just like a
freeway. They are not stopped at any
point; whenever they want they can come
and go. As a matter of fact, when the
gurumukhs open their eyes they are in this
world; when they close their eyes they are
in Sach Khand.

I'll tell you the instances of some ma-
hatmas which I have seen with my own
eyes. Saints do not perform any miracles
but sometimes through their disciples they
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sang devotional hymns and prayers, one af-
ter another, many of their own composi-
tion. Nana-kow, Stanfey and Edna Shine-
rock, and Judith and [ found seats against
the wall on one side and almost immedi-
ately a brilliantly-smiling young man named
Sharma appeared to join us and transilate
Sor us, which he did so poetically and beaui-
tifully, and with such ease and fucility, that
it almost seened as if Master were speak-
ing in English.

While the devotees were singing, Muster
came and took his seat on the duis. He al-
ways Sits cross-legged to deliver his dis-
courses. With such great love did he look
at the assembled dear ones! Slowly and
compassionately he looks at euch one
present, and they for their part never lake
their eves off him. After the singing has
gone on for half an hour or so, Master be-
gins to speak. The words seem to flow out
of him like a gentle woodland brook, with
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The high point of the fes-
tivities comes at 4 or 5
a.m., when the Master
comes out to give darshan
to the intoxicated crowd.
Left, he greets devotees
just outside his porch, on
the way to the tent; below,
satsang in the huge tent,
where the dear ones had
spent the night singing
praises to their Guru.

no strain or effort of any kind; softly, mu-
sically, gently, into a silence so profound
that no other sound is heard save the voice
of the Blessed One. Thanks to Sharma’s
beautiful translation, I am able to present
some high-lights. The theme wus OBE-
DIENCE;

“Just saying ‘Yes! Yes! is not enough.
You have to do what you are told.”

“It a father has three sons, he will love
them all and give them bread; but
for the one who is OBEDIENT, he
will himself search for him and seek
him out in order to give him the
bread.”

“If you cannot please God-in-Man,
you cannot please God.”

“You must OBEY and KEEP YoOur
Diaries, I tell you to send them in

blank if necessary. Why do you not
send?”

SANT BANI









Master Kirpal giving the talk printed here

his grace that this present renovation,
you might say, or revival of the old, old
truths taught by all past Rishis and Mas-
ters is being given out. In the Vedas—
the Atharva Veda, the Rig Veda—it is
said: “Thousands of you sit all together;
pray to God.”

We have joined various religions,
which are our schools of thought, and we
have joined them to know God. These
religions are our recruiting centers from
which we have to “join the army of
God.” We have to become the true
khalsas, in the terminology of the tenth
Guru of the Sikhs. Zoroaster was asked:
“We are to join the army of God: what
is required to do that? What is the quali-
fication?” He never mentioned any one
religion or the other. Masters always
look to all mankind from the level of the
man-body — from the universal level.
They consider all humanity to be their
family.

Guru Nanak had a wife and two sons.
When he left his hearth and home to
carry this message to all the world over,
the worldly people came up to him and
said, “What are you doing? Why are you
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leaving your family?”

He said, “Look here, the whole of
mankind is my family.”

This is the level from which all Mas-
ters who came in the past gave out their
teachings. They laid before us the way to
come up to that level. These schools of
thought that are called religions, which
we have joined and whose outer forms
we took as badges, were means to the
end to free our souls and unite them with
God. They were meant for our freedom,
but those very religions have become the
chains and fetters to bind us. That was
never the purpose of joining any school
or religion.

“So, what is required,” the people
asked Zoroaster, “for joining the army
of God?” He said, “Righteousness.”
“And what is righteousness?”’ “Good
thoughts, good words and good deeds.”

This is what all other Masters said.
Guru Nanak said the same thing: “Truth
is above all, and true living is still above
truth.”

While you are here on this common
ground of spirituality you forget your
outer levels of living. This is the first
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