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On Vanity and Uselessness
Sant Ajaib Singh Ji

Vain are the ears which listen to
others’ criticism

Vain are the hands which steal
others’ wealth,

NCE A Mahatma went to a king,

whose name was Ajassar, to ask for a
donation for his langar. But that king
played a joke on Him; instead of giving
Him something useful for His langar, he
gave Him some horse dung: he was mak-
ing a fool of Him. But the Mahatma was
very patient, and He accepted whatever
donation was given to Him, and went
home. It is the law that any donation we
give goes on increasing and increasing
unless it is used. At the time of donation,
it grows by tenfold. And if it is not used it
goes on increasing and increasing until it
is used in some cause. So because nobody
was using that horse dung, it went on in-
creasing and increasing. After some time
there was a big pile of horse dung near the
Ashram of the Mahatma.

A long time passed, and one day when
King Ajassar was passing by the Ashram,
he noticed a lot of horse dung. ‘‘Let me go
and see how many horses this person
has,’’ he thought. But he found the same
Mahatma there and no horses, nor any
other animals. He was very surprised, and
asked the Mahatma, ‘“Mahatma Ji, tell
me why you have so much horse dung,
even though you don’t have any
animals—I cannot see any horses here.”’

This discourse, on part two of the fifth
Ashtapadi of Guru Arjan’s Sukhmani,
was given on November 6, 1979, at Sant
Bani Ashram, Rajasthan.
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The Mahatma said, ‘‘Yes, one of my dear
ones has given me this donation, and since
I have not used it, it is growing and grow-
ing. And it will go on growing until that
dear one finds some way to use it. If he
will not find some way to reduce it, he will
have to eat it up, and in that way he will
get the fruits of donating this horse dung
to me.”’

Then King Ajassar realized that it was
he who had done this. Then he under-
stood how bad it was to play a joke on the
Mahatma. He fell at His feet and asked
for forgiveness, and he asked Him if there
was any way to get rid of that karma. So
the Mahatma said, ‘“Yes, there are two
ways: either you eat this horse dung and
finish it,”” or make people criticize you.
This horse dung will go and fall in the
mouth of those who criticize you. When
this is finished you will become free from
this bad karma which you have done.”’

So King Ajassar thought, ““Who is go-
ing to criticize me? I am a good king; I
am a just king. Everybody praises me
and many people worship me. What can
I do to make people criticize me?”’ After
thinking a lot he did this; Although he
was an old man, he forced one young girl
to come and live with him in the palace.
So people started criticizing him: ““Look
at our king! He used to be very just and
noble, and the father of all the people in
his kingdom. But look what he has done!
He has forced a young girl to live with
him, and he is enjoying with her!”’

But in the palace the king was not do-
ing anything like that. He was respecting
that young girl as a daughter and he
treated her as his daughter. But still the
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people were criticizing him, and as they
went on criticizing him, the horse dung
went on reducing. Almost everybody in
his kingdom criticized him, so almost all
the horse dung was finished. The king
came to the Mahatma’s place and he saw
that there was still some dung left there.
He asked why, and the Mahatma said,
““There is one carpenter who has not
taken part in the criticism against you. If
you can make him criticize you, only
then this will be finished; otherwise you
will have to eat this dung.”

So the king changed his form. He wore
some torn clothes and he disguised him-
self as a pauper. He went to meet that
carpenter late at night, when he was
working. The king said, ‘Do you know
what our king has done? He has forced a
young girl to come and live with him in
the palace and he is enjoying with her!”’
As soon as he spoke those words, the
carpenter took one stick and said, ‘‘Do
you see what I have in my hand? I have a
stick. 1 don’t want to take part in the
criticism of the king; what he has done he
will have to suffer for, and what we are
doing we will have to suffer for. So why
should we criticize others? If you will not
stop criticizing him, I will give you a
good beating.”’

So the king came back disappointed,
because he was not able to make the
carpenter criticize him. So he came back
to the Mahatma and requested him to
find some other way. So the Mahatma
replied, “‘Since the carpenter was the
only one who didn’t criticize you, his
share is still here. You didn’t succeed in
persuading him, so now it is your turn.
You must eat this dung and finish it,
otherwise it will go on increasing and in-
creasing, unless it is used. And I am not
going to use it; I don’t have any place to
use it. So you eat it.”” Then King Ajassar
realized how bad it was for him to play a
joke on the Mahatma. He ate that horse
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dung, and in that way he became free of
that karma.

So regarding King Ajassar, Guru
Nanak Sahib has written that King
Ajassar realized how bad a deed he had
done and he saw that if he would not
finish the dung, he would get much
punishment in the court of the Lord.

Vain are the eyes which see the
beauty of another man’s wife,
Vain is the tongue which tastes for-

bidden food.

Useless are those eyes who see other
women with lust; useless is the tongue
which is eating meat and other bad
things. One should never look at another
man’s wife with lust in his eyes, but
should always remain in the company of
the Master.

Vain are the legs which run after
sins;

Vain is the mind which tempts us
toward others’ wealth.

Those legs are useless which lead us to
sins. And useless is our mind which leads
us to usurp other people’s rights. This is
called greed; and it is useless.

Vain is the body which does not
work for the benefit of others;
Vain is the nose which smells plea-

sures.

If after having such a good body, we do
not use it for the sake of others, then our
body is also useless. And in the same
way, our nose is for smelling the odor of
the Naam. And if, instead of smelling
Naam, we are smelling worldly pleasures
and other bad smells, that is also useless.

Master Sawan Singh used to tell His
own story: once in the month of April He
was going some place when suddenly He
started feeling a beautiful smell coming
from one direction. At once He felt
much happiness within Himself. He
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thought in His mind that He was not go-
ing to get any increment in His job, nor
any son, nor any other worldly hap-
piness, so why should He be so happy?
The smell was increasing and increasing.
After walking for some time, He came to
a place where one intoxicated devotee of
God was sitting; then Master Sawan
Singh realized that the smell was coming
from his body; and that devotee told
Him, “Few are the noses who can really
smell the smell of God.”

All is vain without understanding
Him.

Nanak says, The body which re-
members the Naam of the Lord is
successful.

Useless is the body in which God is not
manifested. Which is the best body, and
which is the body which can be called
useful? Only that body within which the
meditation of Naam is going on; the
body of one who is having the remem-
brance of Master with every single
breath. If when they are breathing in
they are remembering God, and when
they are breathing out then also they are
having the remembrance of God—only
such a body can be called useful.

Useless is the life of the worldly
person;

How can he become a True One
without the Truth?

The life of the worldly people—those
who do not do the devotion of the
Lord—is not counted in any good place;
whatever time they live in this world is all
useless. Kabir Sahib says that the worldly
person who doesn’t do the devotion of
God, or is against God—his condition is
like a store of garlic: Even though it may
be very far away from you, still you will
smell the fragrance of it. In the same
way, even if the worldly person who is
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against God is living far away from you,
still you can tell that he is present in that
area.

Kabir Sahib says that you should not
go in the company of such a worldly per-
son who doesn’t believe in God, and if
you see him, you should run away from
him; because even if you don’t touch his
body, there are many chances that you
may get a stain from his body. Kabir
Sahib says, ‘“What is there to say about
going in the company of a worldly per-
son? You should never go in his com-
pany, and moreover you should never let
him come in your company. If you see
him coming, you should run away from
him, because your whole generation can
be stained-—only by his fragrance.

Useless is the body of the blind
without Naam.
From his mouth comes foul smell.

Those who do not have the light of Naam
within them are blind and their body is
useless; and a bad smell comes from their
mouth,

Without Simran his days and nights
pass away in vain
As the crop perishes without rain.

Now the Master lovingly explains to us
by giving us a beautiful example: Just as,
if it doesn’t rain, all the plants are dried
up and we cannot have a good crop—in
the same way, if we are not doing Sim-
ran, our days and nights are passing like
those of that field which is not getting
rain,

Withou! the meditation of the Lord
all worship is useless,

As the wealth of the miser remains
useless.

The worship and the practices performed
by the worldly man who is not doing the
devotion of Naam are all useless, just
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like the wealth of the miser is useless. The
wealth of the miser is useless because he
does not spend it, nor does he allow his
children to spend it.

Once a Rajasthani farmer went into an
Arabian country, and saw many date
trees. He had never seen them before,
because they don’t have them in Ra-
jasthan. So he climbed one tree and ate
some dates. Just as he was going to come
down, he was very surprised to see that
the date tree was very tall—when he
looked down he was very afraid. He was
not sure whether he would be able to
reach the bottom safely or not. So he re-
quested to his Master, ‘O Master, if You
will take me down safely, I will donate
one hundred bedsheets to Your ashram.”
Then he started down. When he was
halfway down, he looked down and he
felt a little bit relieved because the
distance was decreased. So he thought in
his mind: one hundred bed sheets are too
many. I think fifty will be enough for the
Ashram.’” He again started down. When
he got a little bit farther down, he saw
that the distance was still decreasing, so
he said, ‘“Well, fifty also seems a lot,
because Master doesn’t need much. I
think twenty-five will do.”’ He continued
coming down, and thinking like that, un-
til he came to five bedsheets. At last he
came down safely; but when he went into
the market to buy those five bedsheets,
and saw that it was going to cost him a
lot, he thought, ‘I don’t think Master
needs all these bedsheets—I think one
will do, because He only needs one.
There are many other people who will
donate bedsheets, so I think one is
enough.”” So he bought one bedsheet and
went to the Master. When Master saw
him with one bedsheet He said, ‘“You
know that in this Ashram God is very
gracious, and I have everything here.
Why did you bother to bring this one
bedsheet to me? You must have spent a
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lot of money; you should take it back.”
So that dear one said, ‘‘Master, I am tell-
ing you the truth: When 1 was needing
Your help, I promised that I would give
one hundred bedsheets, and as my fear
went on decreasing, the donation also
went on decreasing; and at last I have got
only one, instead of one hundred. And if
You will not accept this, I think that I
will take it back to my home; so You had
better accept it.”’ This is the condition of
the misers.

Hail, Hail those within whom the
Naam of the Lord is manifested:

Nanak says, I sacrifice myself on
them.

Blessed is the devotee who is doing the
devotion of the Lord day and night. The
Guru says, “‘I sacrifice myself on him
who is involved in doing the devotion of
the Lord day and night.”” You should
never think that whatever meditation
you are doing regularly, or whatever ef-
forts you are trying to make to please
Him, that all that is useless and nobody is
keeping account of it. Master is keeping
account in His treausry of all your medi-
tation, and one day you will get the
benefit of it. Even if we attend to that
Shabd and hear the Sound Current for
one second, then also our attendance is
marked in Sach Khand. Guru Gobind
Singh Ji says, ‘“‘One who wholeheartedly
remembers Him even for one moment
doesn’t fall in the noose of the Negative
Power.”’

He who teaches one thing but does
something else—

He has fragrant words on his
tongue, but no love in his heart.

Those whose outward appearance is very
good, and who are outwardly very loving
and very sweet in talking, but who have
deception in their mind—they are not
what they appear. In their mind they
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